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P R E STS 


HES E Diſcourſes were taken in ſhort 
hand at the time of delivery, by a perſon 
not in the ſame religious community with the 
preacher. A few neceſſary corrections of gram- 
matical inaccuracies have been ſince made; and, 
in ſome inſtances, a more complete citation of 
the texts adduced. In quotations made from 
memory, it muſt frequently happen that the 
words are not quite exact. It ſufficiently anſ- 
wered the ſpeaker's purpoſe if the general import 
of the paſſage was conveyed ; and expreſſions, 
which thus qualify the citation, are frequently 
introduced, and always to be implied. 
It is well known that the miniſters of the reli- 
ou ſociety, with whom the author of theſe 
A 2 Diſcourſes 
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Diſcourſe profeſſed, diſclaim all previous ſtudy 


* the compoſition of their extemporaneous ſer- 
mons. It cannot, therefore, be expected that 


they ſhould be exact in methodical arrangement, 
or abound in the embelliſhments of modern elo- 
quence. What was not attempted it is no diſ- 
grace not to have attained. It may, however, 
perhaps, juſtly be a matter of doubt, whether that 
zeal and energy of delivery, which ariſe from the 
feelings of the moment, may not, in their effects 
on the audience, more than counterbalance the 
cool correctneſs· of ſtudied oratory. The Qua- 
kers lay down few dogmas, and ſeldom enlarge 
on thoſe myſterious points of theology which 
have ſo much divided the Chriſtian world, and 
have moſtly occaſioned contention in proportion 
to their obſcurity, The doctrine of univerſal 
grace, of which a manifeſtation, or portion, is 
given to every man, and by obedience to which 
he is enabled to fulfil his duty, and to walk ac- 
ceptably with his Creator, is the leading princi- 
ple of that ſociety, who hold, as the neceſſary 
reſult of it, that true worſhip conſiſts in a hum- 


ble proſtration of heart and communion of ſpirit 


with the Father of mercies, and is therefore per- 
fectly 


REL] 
fectly conſiſtent with a ſtate of filence. Theſe 
points are inculcated in the following pages, 
perhaps, to a degree of tautology, for which an 
extract from one of the Diſcourſes, in the preach- 
er's own words, may furniſh the beſt excuſe. | 
« Though it is probable that what I have 
* ſometimes delivered may have been more or 
*« leſs ſimilar to that which I have aforetime de- 
*« livered, yet I hope that even a repetition of 
doctrines and advices, which we are urged to 
deliver from a ſenſe of duty, may not be as 
* water ſpilt upon a ſtone, but may have a ten- 
* dency (if not to convey any material informa- 
tion to the underſtanding) to ſtir up at leaſt 
* the pure mind by way of remembrance.” 
| The love of fame, taken as a general principle, 
and including the deſire of being eſteemed and 
approved by one's friends, frequently mingles 
itſelf with opr beſt motives. But, though this 
paſſion may, in a public preacher, receive ſome 
gratification from the ſilent and ſolemn attention 
of the hearers, it would ſcarcely excite a-prudent 
man to expeR any increaſe of reputation from 
the publication of Diſcourſes, of which the ſub- 


ject and arrangement were not preconceived, 
and. 


„ 

and the expreſſions ſuch as were ſuggeſted at tha 
inſtant. In the preſent, inſtance, at leaſt, no 
iümputation of this ſort can ariſe to the author of 
theſe Diſcourſes, who is removed from the ſcene, 
and the influence of all earthly paſſions. The 
apology for the preſent publication reſts on the 
hope that impreſſions of a ſalutary nature may, 
by this means, be renewed on ſuch minds as are 
ſincerely deſirous of fulfilling the duties of their 
Ration, and of reaching the haven of eternal reſt. 
A friend of the author has favoured us with 
the following brief account of him. | 
Thomas Letchworth was born at Woodbridge, 

in the county of Suffolk, in the year 1739. His 


parents were of the people called Quakers, and 


his father, a tradeſman in that town, was a 
| Preacher among them. In that religious ſociety, 

the earnings of honeſt induſtry are thought to 
de a mode of maintenance more conſiſtent with 
the evangelical qualifications required in a Chriſ- 
tian Miniſter, and with the influence he ought 
to poſſeſs in his congregation, than legal ſtipends 
or gratuitous contributions, which too fre- 
quently occaſion contention in the one inſtance, 


or dependence in the other. He received from 
his 


| 2» : 

his father, who had a numerous family, the com- 1 
mon education of a boarding-ſchool at Hartford, 
and was afterwards put apprentice to a linen- 
draper at Epping. In the early part of his life, 
he was of a conſumptive habit; and this imper- 
fect ſtate of his health probably conſpired with a 
diſpoſition, naturally reflective and ſerious, to 
impreſs on his mind a ſtrong ſenſe of the vanity 
of human defires, and the importance of reli- 


gious duty. Before he was twenty years of age, 


he began his miniſterial ſervices, in which he 
was particularly deſirous to inculcate on the 
minds of young people a frequent confideration 
of their latter end, and of the awful concerns of 
futurity. His Diſcourſes were copious, ani- 
mated, and pathetic ; but, perhaps, not altoge- 
ther free from a certain inflation of language, to 
which men of fervid imaginations, in expreſſing 
their firſt conceptions, are frequently ſubjeR. 
His ſervices were, however, moſtly acceptable, 
and he ſpent a conſiderable portion of his time 
in viſiting different parts of the country on a 
religious account. At this period, he kept a 
ſhop in Criſpin-ſtreet, Spital-fields, whence he 
removed to Ampthill, in Bedfordſhire, but after- 

. wards 


( viii | 
wards returned to London, in which city, or its 
vicinity, he continued to reſide till near his de- 


ceaſe. | 5 

He was not much converſant in the learned 
languages, but his reading in his native tongue 
was pretty extenſive. Hiſtory, natural philoſo- 
phy, the rudiments of medicine and anatomy, 
the leading principles of aſtronomy, and even 
the charms of poetry, furniſhed him with matter 
of meditation and amuſement in his leiſure hours. 
But his favourite ſtudy was the myſterious oper- 
ations of the human mind, the paſſions which 
aQuate it, the nature of its union with the body, 
the reaſonable hope of its immortality, the prin- 
ciples of identity, liberty, neceſſity, and all thoſe 
branches which conſtitute the ſublime but ob- 
{cure ſcience of metaphyſics. He was well verſed 
in moſt of the writers on theſe ſubjects; nor did 
the different opinions of religious ſets, both in 
his own and in former periods of hiſtory, eſcape 
his cloſe examination. The dernier recult of his 
inquiries may be learned from the following 
paper, found among his manuſcripts with that 
very title; and it were to be wiſhed that every 


inquiry and controverſy concerning ſuch ſubjects 
might 


( ix ) 
tight terminate in the ſame humble and liberal 
. — an honeſt intention of ating confſt- 

te ently with the relation I bear to God, my Ma- 
* ker, and to my fellow-creatures; I have care- 
fully reviewed moſt of the religious ſentiments, 
*© on thoſe ſubjects, held by any ſociety of men 
ein the known world. I have put a period to 
my reſearches into the books and opinions of 
e men; and have concluded to reſign myſelf in 
* future to the guidance of thoſe ſenſations which 
© I feel to increaſe my love to God and to man- 
* kind, and to purſue ſuch meaſures of conduct 
* in religion and morality, the proſecution of 
** which gives me the moſt peace; and to judge 
* no man, neither pretend to exalt my opinions 
* and practices to judge of the rectitude of other 


* men's by. Let others do as they will, as for 


* me I will endeavour to ſeek peace and enſue it. 
A man cannot be happy, whatever notions or 
opinions he may hold, or whatever meaſures of 
conduct he may purſue, unleſs, in the holding 
* of ſuch opinions, and in being found in the 
** proſecution of ſuch meaſures, he feels himſelf + 
** ealy and comforted at heart, Let this rule 

B of 


— 
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of my future conduct be termed erroneous; 
* defeQive, an illuſion, or what not—it᷑ is the 
© beſt rule of my faith and manners which I have 
© been able to find after a cloſe inquiry of fifteen 
years. Glory to God in the higheſt, on earth 
© peace, and good. will to men, is, and I hope ever 
* will be, the language of my ſoul. * Amen.” 

At what time this ſammary of his reſearches 
was written does not appear; probably ſome 
years before his deceaſe. The following extracts 
from three letters, written to a friend during his 
laſt illneſs, the two latter a ſhort time before his 
death, wilt ſhew that theſe ſentiments retained 
their impreſſion to the laſt : they will ſhew that 
he poſſeſſed what, in ſuch moments, it is better 
to poſſeſs: than the treaſures of the rich or the 
knowledge of the learned, a ſpirit of refignatien 
and peace, and a humble but earneſt hope in the 
mercies of the Almighty. 


« Fourteenth of the twelfth month, 1783. I am 


* now better than when thou lefteſt me. My 
little bark ſprang a leak ſome months ago, 
* which gradually gained on the pump until 
cc every effort to ſave her ſeemed to be made in 


« yain, and deſtruction feemed inevitable. The 
<< moment 


F er Acetic oor > 


* | 
« moment was awful, but not fearful. 1 felt an 
« entire reſignation to the appointment of our 
« heavenly Father. I have not to tell of being 
< lifted up to extacy in viſions, nor of my fears 
*« having been alarmed by any terrific dreams. 
« To God, my Maker, I looked ſingly. My de- 
t pendence was fixed on him alone. A ſober, 
* humbling ſenſe of his preſence and providence 
prevented fear, and inſpired hope.” —_ 
&« Eleventh of the ninth month, 1784. I find 
© myſelf ſtill loſing fleſh, and rather weaker, but, 
4 in ſome other reſpeRs, rather better. 1 know 
* not what to think. Here lam. 


« Safe in the hands of one diſpoſing Power, 
Or in the natal, or the mortal, hour,“ 4 


* enjoying every gleam of ſunſhive to the atmoſt, 
and bearing, with as much patience and reſig- 
nation as poſlible, the cloudy days and ſtarleſs 
* nights ſometimes allotted me under the preſent 
e diſpenſation.” 

" T wenty-eighth of the tenth month, 1784. This 
< diſorder has much reduced my fleſh and my 
* ſtrength ; but I am ſcarcely in any pain ; nor 
* am I ſenſible at preſent of any ſymptom which 
* threatens any, The account I received by thy 
'B 2 s letter 
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«letter of our friend *#**#*## affected me much; 
« We ſeem to be in a ſimilar weak ſtate, and as 
te jt were diſſolving apace into the earth whence 
« we originally ſprang ; for, duſt thou art, and to 
& ut thou fhalt return: and, whenever we die, 
« whether ſoon or late, I hope we ſhall have an 
e unſhaken truſt in the common Father of us all, 
e and reſign to the common lot of all fleſn with 
* compoſure and without regret. Remember 
e me not as a forſaken and miſerable man, for I 
« enjoy even now, and ſuffer but little, very lit- 
te tle, comparatively ſpeaking. I rejoice in the 
good providence of God, which is over us all 
* continually for our good, and is alike gracious 
* to all his creatures in what he gives and what 
he denies them. And, in all the diſpenſations 
of his wiſdom, let us truſt in him, our com- 
« mon Father, Protector, and Friend.” 

He at length gradually ſunk under the. flow 
but irreſiſtible force of a conſumption, and de- 
parted on the 7th of the eleventh month (No- 
vember) 1784, at the houſe of a friend at New- 
bury, in Berkſhire. From the foregoing account 
of the ſtate of his mind, it is almoſt needleſs to 


add, that he met death with a becoming and 
humble 


attention. 
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humble fortitude. He was interred, at his own _ 
requeſt, in the Quakers burial-ground at Read- 
ing, on the 14th of the month above-mentioned ; 
and his funeral was attended by a great number 
of his friends, who were deſirous of teſtifying 
their eſteem for his memory by this laſt mark _ - 


* 


N. B. The firſt Discourse in this collection bas been 
incorreci iy printed in Ireland, and attributed to 
another preacher. It is now printed from a more 


correct copy, and reſtored to the proper owner. 
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DISCOURSES. 


DISCOURSE. I. 


HERE is a paſſage of LE writ which 

has been revived in my remembrance dur- 
ing the filence of this meeting ; and the train of 
reflections which it excited has ſealed inſtruftion 
to my mind, and furniſhed me with renewed 
cauſe for humiliation and gratitude. The im- 
port of it is this: Men and brethren, what 2 


we do to be saved? 


No perſon, who ſeriouſly believes in the ex- 
iſtence of a God, in a future ſtate, and in the 
awful doctrine of rewards and puniſhments, can 
be indifferent reſpecting what may be his lot, 
when he ſhall be diſpoſtcſſed. of this frail taber- 
nacle 


„ 
nacle of clay which he now inhabits, and which 
is approaching to the period of its diſſolution: 
It cannot be a matter of indifference to him, 
whether he ſhall finally receive the irrevocable 
ſentence of | Go, ye cursed, into the regions of un- 
ſpeakable miſery; or, Come, ye blessed of my Fa- 
ther, inherit the kingdom prepared for the right- 
eous — enter thou into the joy of thy Lord, and 

into thy Maſter's reſt. | 
This concern has prompted many to inquire 
what is eſſentially neceſſary for them to believe 
and praftiſe, in order to render themſelves the 
proper objects of divine complacence, and fur- 
niſh them with a well-grounded hope of a happy 
and glorious immortality. | 

The honeſt and ſincere, in every nation under 
heaven, have formed different ideas of the requt5 
ſites of ſalvation ; and they have, of courſe, pur- 
ſued as different meaſures to accompliſh that de- 
ſirable and bleſſed end. 

Tt does not appear to be my preſent buſineſs 
to particulariſe any of the various ſyſtems of 
faith which are adopted by any party amongſt 
mankind. It is not to controvert matters in 


which fincere men of various denominations 
| moſt 


hi 
moſt ſurely believe ; but rather to recommend 
them to ſtand open always to conviAtion, and 
to a ſtrict attention to thoſe rules of conduct. 
which, on an impartial examination, appear to 
them moſt agreeable to the will of Heaven. I 
ſhall therefore addreſs myſelf to thoſe, in what- 
ever religious ſociety they are found, whoſe hon» 
eſt inquiries have not yet been attended with 
ſufficient conviction have not yet led them 
clearly to perceive what the terms are, on Which 
their future happineſs depends, and who are 
therefore looking one upon another, whilſt this 
important queſtion is found at leaſt in their 
bearts, if not in their mouths, Men and brethren, 
what 5hall we do to be saved? An inquiry of this 
ſolemn nature, ariſing from a proper ſenſibility 
of the want of better. inſtruction, is an indica- 
tion of that concern and holy anxiety, which - 
will ever be acceptable to the Father of ſure 
- Mercies, He regards ſuch humble inquirers af- 
ter truth and peace with him, with gracious con- 
deſcenſion; and, if they rely on the guidance of 
his Spirit, will finally conduRt them to his glo- 
rious reſt. | 
I ſhall not preſume arrogantly to diftate to 
way C | any, 
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any, reſpecting matters of ſo important a con- 
cern as that of the ſoul's ſalvation. Every man 
ſhould exerciſe - thoſe talents and gifts, with 
which the Father of Lights has endued him, in a 
clofe and fincere attention to the voice of the in- 
ternal teacher, and in the diſcovery of thoſe 
truths, both practical and fpeculative, which have 
an immediate relation to the happineſs of a being 
circumſtanced as he is. 1 ſhall fimply propoſe - 
thoſe things which, in my view, and from my 
own experience as an individual, appear to me 
worthy of God for their author, and worthy of 
man's moſt ſerious attention. | 

It is an indiſputable truth that we made not 
ourſelves: It is be that bath made us, ſaid the 
Pſalmiſt, and not we ourielves, for we are also bis 
offspring. The matter which forms the univerſe; 
the vehicles which the ſoul informs, and the more 
noble intellectual powers and faculties we poſſeſs, 
. derive their being from the eternal Fountain f 
all power and intelligence, whom we characteriſe 
by the awful names of Jah, Jehovah, and God. 
It is alſo indiſputably evident to me, that we 
were brought into exiſtence with the benevolent 


delifen of our — ſuſtaining the confluent 
dignities 


( 9) 
dignities of glory, honour, immortality, and eter- 
nal life. The Lord Almighty hath, in unſpeak- 
able mercy, defigned, that, after we have endured 

a ſeaſon of prabation, à conflit with our paſ- 
, ſions, excited by numerous cauſes, and a fight 
"of afflictions, we ſhould finally receive a glorious 
reward, a perpetuity of unmixed felicity, in * 
regions of eternity, 

But this deſirable and excellent end is not to 
be effected by what is generally called Fate, the 
laws of neceſſity, or the arbitrary will, power, 
or decree, of the Author of our exiſtence. God 
hath, in his wiſdom, conſtituted us free and in- 
telligent beings. He has endued us with facul- 
ties and powers capable of apprehending and 
practiſing thoſe eſſential duties which he makes 
the condition of our final acceptance with him. 
He offers, but does not impoſe; he graciouſly 
invites, but does not compel, us to accept of hap- 
pineſs. He ſhews us the ſpiritual Canaan, 
the land of the ſaints inheritance, in every 
generation: he gives us power to poſſeſs, 
but does not compel us to enter therein. 
Good and evil are clearly ſet before us, but our 
clean is not conſtrained to either. The & 

| C2 omy 


er 
omy of his moral government over rational beings 
is laid in divine wiſdom and eternal righteouſ- 
neſs. The great Sovereign of the univerſe is na 


reſpecter of perſons ; for, of one blood hath he 
made all nations that dwell on the face of the 
earth. They ſtand in the ſame relation to the 


univerſal Father, Shepherd, and Biſhop, of ſouls; 
who tenderly invites the whole race of mankind 
to come unto him that they may finally inherit 
the joy of his ſalvation. O unſpeakable mercy | 
unutterable theme | It is ſufficient to awaken 
the moſt glowing ſenſations of exalted and grate- 
ful praiſe to that God who is the ſalvation and. 
glory of the righteous generations, the rect of 
their ſlrength, aud thetr everlaſting refuge. 

To this doctrine the holy apoſtle bore an ample 


and explicit teſtimony : Of @ truth (ſaid he) J 


perzeive that God is no respefter of persons; but, in 
every nation, he that feareth bim, and worketh 
righteourness, is accepted with bim. 

Thus we find that it is the fear of the Lord; 


and an obgdience to the law of righteouſneſs, 


which are the terms alone by which men can be 


ſaved. If ye live after the fleſh, ye ſhall die; but, 


T4 FP OTE the spirit, mortify the deeds of the body, 


— . 


1 
ye ſhall live. This is a propoſition of univerſal 
importance; 2 propoſition which relates to every 


individual in the vaſt community of mankind, 
however circumſtanced, whether bond or free, 


rich or poor, or in whatever climate they reſide. 


All this may, indeed, be acknowledged both by 
thoſe within and without the audience of my 
voice, who yet are in doubt bat they ſball do to be 
aved with an everlaſting ſalvation. They want 
to be informed of the preciſe ideas that ſhould be 
affixed to the conditions contained in the text ; 
although, perhaps, they readily apprehend that 
the terms /ife and death mean future bappineſs 
and miſery. | | 

I ſhall therefore attempt, according to the 
ability I am endued with at this ſeaſon, to give 
you my thoughts on the — ſubjeA under 
conſideration. 

To live after the fleſh is to live in the gratifica - 
tion of our animal appetites and paſſions, beyond 
the bounds of reaſon, temperance, and ſobriety. 
All the works of darkneſs, which, by the ſame 
apoſtle, are termed deeds of the body, all pride, 
_ wrath, envy, hatred, covetouſneſs, with all the 
deceivableneſs of unrighteouſneſs, are, in ober 

words, 
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words, living after the fleſh. Theſe things not 
only tend to the injury of peace and ſociety, and 
are a bane to that happineſs which is the reſult 
of genuine virtue even in this life; not only in- 
troduce numerous errors into the animal and 
moral ſyſtem, and aggravate the infirmities to 
which theſe bodies are ineident, but render us 
unfit for thoſe eontemplations, and that ſupreme 
felicity, which are adapted to the dignity of ra- 
tional and immortal ſpirits. God, in his wiſdom, 
hath made man a little (and perhaps but a little) 


* 
Zee 


lower than the angels. He has endued him with 


a capacity for contemplating and adoring him, 
the ſource of uncreated excellence and perfection, 
and would crown him with ſuperior honour, 
glory, and happineſs, to what ſenſual gratifica- 
tions can ever afford. Let us not then degrade 
ourſelves beneath that rank we were deſigned to 
fill in creation; but remember our immortal deſ- 
cent, the cauſe of our being, and its end. 

We have, indeed, bodies, and are impriſoned 
within elements, which excite within us nume- 
rous appetites, affections, and paſſions ; but all 
theſe are to be gratified within certain bounds, 
in a degree proportioned to our exigences and 
neceſſities, 


( 
neceſſities, of which the ſupreme intelligence has 
implanted a principle within us to judge. 
This principle of intelligence, although called 
by a variety of names, and diſtinguiſhed by va- 
rious appellations, in the various profeſſions 
amongſt men, is one in nature, and univerſal 
amongſt mankind. It is the ſpirit in man that 
giveth a right underſtanding: it is the light that 
(more or lefs) enlightens every man: it is the 
word of God in the heart, and the word of faith 
which the apoſtle preached to the Gentiles: it is 
the grace that hath appeared unto all men, teach - 
ing them to deny all ungodlineſs and the world's 
luſts, and to live righteously, ſoberly, and godly, 
in this preſent world: and, finally, it is the ſu- 
preme reaſon, the law of truth and rectitude, the 
teſt of virtue and vice, which God himſelf hath 
placed in the hearts of all men; and happy are 
thoſe who hear and obey it in all things. 

I would not be underſtood to mean that this 
principle, of which I am ſpeaking, is defigned to 
inſtruct us in all truths which the human mind 
map, in its own activity and wiſdom, attempt to 
inveſtigate; or to give us a clear infight into 
thoſe numerous ſpeculative ſubjeQs, which have 
not 


(24) 
not only unprofitably employed mankind, and 


diverted their attention from things more ſub« 
ſtantial, but which have perplexed and ed 
them from generation to generation. 

But by the exerciſe of this pure, holy, hea- 
venly, principle, we may apprehend thoſe truths 
which belong to us, and which have an eſſential 
relation to the prime end of our being. - Of theſe 
truths the Father of Spirits has con SG man 
an adequate judge, 

This is implied by the queſtion which. our 
Lord himſelf propoſed to a people misled by the 
traditions of their fathers, and who had, through 
the negled of this principle, taken for doctrine 
the commandments of men: Yea, and why, even 
of yourselves, judge ye not what is right ? 

The obligation to all our ſocial, relative, and 
religious, duties, arifes from the relations we 
ſtand in to our fellow-creatures and to God, the 
holy author of our exiſtence. The general rela- 
tion, which our fellow creatures ſtand in to us, 
is that of brethren, cluldren of the ſame umverſal 
parent, ſubje& to the ſame neceſſities, and formed 
for the ſame unſpeakably glorious and happy 
end. Hence it is our duty to exerciſe the amiable 
virtues 


(a) 
virtues of love, forbearance, kindneſs, and cha · 
rity, to all around us; to ſeek their happineſs, 


eee the EEE to the , 


utmoſt of our power. 

There are, alſo, various necidental ieee 
amongſt mankind, as maſter, ſervant, father, 
governor, and numerous others z all which ne, 
their correſpondent duties. | 

The relation we ſtand in to the great 3 
of our being is that of children, which 1s one 
and immutable at all times. A life, agreeable to 
that relation we ſtand in to the Lord Almighty, 
is that of filial fear. Obedience and worſhip are 
our indiſpenſable duty to him ; and the rules of 
Juſtice, charity, and brotherly kindneſs, are in- 


diſpenſable ee. on us to the reſt of man- 


kind. 


Thus far, perhaps, the ain "IR I im- 


mediately addreſs at this time, may toncur with 


me in fentiment: but they, as well as myſelf,” 


are perhaps conſcious of having failed in nume- 
rous inſtances of diſcharging their religious duties 
to God, and their ſocial duties one to another. 


We have all finned, and fallen fhort of the glory 


Ged. We have multiplied our tranſgreſſions 
D | without 


cy 


( 26 


without number, and dur manifold 3 iniquities riſe 
before us as a thick cloud, obſcuring the bright · 
neſs of that Sun of eternal Righteouſneſs, which 
would otherwiſe illuminate our underſtandings 
with its marvellous lights. ho therefore (lays 
the humiliated, penitent ſoul). h deli ver us 
From the body of this death? Who ſhall take from 


us the weight of our fins, under which we groan 


inceſſantly ? Mbo foall deliver us from the wrath 
to come? Men and brethren, what ſhall we do to be 
" ſaved? e 
The conditions of our As, and recon- 

ciliation with the gracious Father of us all, are 

clearly expreſſed in the oracles of ſacred truth. 
The placability of the divine nature is repeatedly 
aſſerted. He, with whom dwells wiſdom, juſ- 
tice, righteouſneſs, and ſtrength, is alſo repre- 
ſented to us in the glorious, adorable charaQer of 
a God of mercy, long-ſuffering, and never-failing 
kindneſs ; as a Being ready to blot out our tranſ- 
greſſions from the celeſtial regiſter, on our ſincere 
repentance, and to remember them no more. 
He will reſtore unto the humble penitent the joy 
of his ſalvation : he will guide him by his coun- 
_ fe}, and afterwards receive him into glory. 


This 


( * JF „ 
This important and inweedting doctrine was - 
typified under the law, ſpoken of by the pro- 
phets, and gloriouſly aſſerted: by the Son of God, 
who is our mediator with the Father, and the 
hope of all the righteous generations. In his 
charater. was diſplayed to mankind; in the moſt 
eminent and ſtriking manner, the provident care, 3 
mercy, and goodneſs, of God towards his whole . "nn 
rational creation. Like ſnheep they have gone 1 
aſtray from the nniverſal Shepherd and Biſhop 
of ſouls. They have revolted from his govern» 
ment, and widely wandered from the path of 
purity and holineſs, which is alſo the path of 
pleaſantneſs and peace; that path of moral rec- 
titude and truth, that bright and ſhining light, 
which (like the luminous orb after it ariſes in 
our hemiſphere) ſhines with increaſing refulgence 
and ſplendor till it arrive at the meridian altitude 
of glorious, perfect day. The light, which ſhines _ 
from heaven on the underſtandings of men, will 
lead all thoſe, who purſue its direction, by degrees 
of experience, through the wilderneſs of this þ: 
world in perfect ſafety : it will bring them, when | 
the days of their warfare are accompliſhed, to 
the grand end of their creation - to that com- 
D 2 plete 


( 28 ) 
plete fruition of bliſs, which is druratively: re. 
preſented to us by a city that has foundations, 
whoſe builder and maker is God; a city; whoſe 
walls are ſalvation, and whoſe gates are eternal 
praiſe; a city, that has no need of the elementary | 
light of the ſun, moon, or ſtars ; for, the Lord 
God and the Lamb are the light thereof: a city, 
where God reigneth triumphantly amongſt his 
ſaints, and is to them an inexhauſtible fountain 
of joy, light, and felicity, forever. There the 
weary, tribulated pilgrim finds an end of all his 
. anxiety and labour; the days of his mourning 
are ended, and he receives the reward of his faith 
and patience, the fruition of his hopes, even the 
eternal ſalvation of his foul. | 
The important meſſage which Chriſt, the glo- 
rious high-prieſt of the Chriſtian religion, had 
in commiſſion from his and our Father, from 
his and our Gad, was, that he compaſſionated 
his creatures, encompaſſed with the diſtreſſes that 
their fins had brought upon them—that he wil- 
led not their everlaſting ſeparation from him, 
the ſource of happineſs, but that he was willing 
they ſhould be reconciled to him. For this end, 


he called upon them to repent and be converted, 
that 


( 29 ) 
that their ſins might be forgiven them, and that 
they might finally enter into his reſt, * 
This was the intereſting doctrine which the 
Saviour of the world promulgated : and wy 


are thoſe who hear and obey it! 
Repent, and be converted, aw may be 


forgiven you. It is not the aſſent of the lip, and 


of the tongue, to the glorious truths of the goſ- 
pel ; it is not the ſplendid formality of high pro- 
feſſion; it is not crying Lord, Lord! in the 
hour of ſtrong conviQtion ; but ĩt is a ſurrender 
of the will and affed ions, a renovation of the 
heart, and conformity to the divine image, which 
can alone gain us an admittance into the New 

Jeruſalem, the city of God. | 
If we make an impartial ſurvey. of our paſt 
lives, review our frequent revoltings, and com- 
pare our conduct with the convictions we have 
received of right and wrong, virtue and vice, 
there 1s ſcarcely a ſoul preſent but muſt feel ſome 
degree of remorſe, ſome degree of repentance, 
for the turpitude of his morals, and his want of 
love, abedience, and gratitude, to ſo gracious a 
Father, who has encompaſſed us with bleſſings, 
and preſerved us, by his providence, from the 
earlieſt 
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een period of our lives to the preſent hour 


On theſe ſolemn; refleRions we muſt (I ſay again) 


witneſs ſome degree of repentance ; but; unhap- ' 


pily for us, the impreſſions that are made on our 

minds, on a ſerious review of our actions, are 
ſoon cancelled, ſoon effaced, by the influence 
which a variety of creaturely objects are ſuffered 
to make upon us, and, like the early dew; they 
ſoon paſs away: Of the rock that begat the they 
have been unmindful. Cleanſed, in ſome degree, 
as we are, by the waters of contrition, we again 
become defiled by. a repetition of that iniquity, 

which, in the moments of our humiliation;- we 
had determined to renounce and forſake. ' We 


are again caught in the ſnare of our luſts, and 


captivated by objects which have a tendency to 
alienate our affec ions from the one adorable Ob- 
ject, the ſource of our ſafety and felicity, the only 
permanent and ſupreme good. What is to be 


done in the fatal dilemma to which our incon- 


ſtancy to our virtuous reſolutions hag reduced 
us? Shall we deſpair of the divine mercy, which 
we have ſo often abuſed ;- of that goodneis we 
have fo long trifled with d or, fear that our future 
endeavours will be vain, and that, for our multi» 


plied 


( © )- | 
plied tranſgreſſions, we ſhall be made @ decolation 
forever | God forbid 1. Let us rather; in the "YN 
depths of ſelf-abaſement,. proſtrate. our ſouls at | | Ky 
the throne of grace, and humbly implore the {> Fl 
continued mercy of the univerſal Parent. Let 
us beg for ſtrength and holy ability to withſtand 
| ſucceeding temptations, and run the ways of his 
commandments with delight. 
As a father pitieth his children, ſo he vitieth | 

thoſe who fear him, and, in immortal kindneſs, | 
will bring them to the joy of his ſalvation. - He 
knoweth our frame, and remembereth that we 
are but duſt, Although he hideth his face for a 
moment, yet with everlaſting kindneſs will he 
remember Zion; for, ber maker is ber huſband, 
the Lord of Hoſts is bis name. Let us therefore 
beſeech him, in the fervency of prayer, to ſend \ 
forth help from his holy ſanctuary, and ſtrength< Tb. | 
en us to renew and keep our covenants with him hs: 
to the end of our days. 

Let us refrain from the . of evil, 


and wait on him in the ſilence of all fleſh, that | 1 
the Fountain of light and truth may again en- | 5 
lighten us to ſee ourſelves as we are ſeen of him, . N ö 
and inflame our hearts with that celeſtial fire | 


which 


e 
ward, and render it an unſit habitation for-liis 
Holineſs to dwell in. As our own "backflidings 


minds with anxiety, let our future conduct, di- 
rected by his grace, atone for ht 18 paſt, and. 
by a converſation ordered W 
our Father vbo is in bea ven . 

I feel, at this ſeaſon, the influence: i | 
of that celeſtial charity which -breathes/through 
Immanuel to the whole ereation of God, and 
wiſheth ſalvation to every ſoul that inhabits the 
earth. In that I intreat you, as a being ſubjeR 
to the ſame infirmities, which you ſometimes un- 
availably deplore, Repent, and le converted. Re- 
pentance you have frequently experienced but 
too little, I fear, of that eſſential converſion 
which the goſpel of Jeſus propoſes. It is highly 
probable that ſome perſons preſent have ſeen the 
neceſſity of that renovation of heart, and refor- 
mation of manners, intended by converſion; and 


yet, urged by the powerful prevalence of their 
luſts and of ſelf-· love, are ſecking, if poſſible, to 
find ſome other remedy for a wounded conſcience 

than 


have frequently; corrected us and--coveretivouir , 


(nn) 
quires as a neceſſary prelude to the favour of 
God. They are inquiring, What ball we de to be 
1 and, like the young man in the goſpel, 
they have been animated with a deſire to be en · 

rolled among the diſciples of Jeſus, who are cal · 
led heirs of Go and co-heirs with Chriſt, of 
that inheritan&'which is incorruptible and full 
of glory. They have aſked counſel of the won 
derful Counſellor, and addreſſed him with the 
important queſtion, What good thing ſhall I ab 
that I may inherit eternal life ? yet, when the un- 
changeable terms dr ſalvation have been pro- 

poſed; when they have been told they muſt part 

with all their idols, they have gone away ſorrow- 

ful: the terms have appeared too hard for them 

to comply with; and, like the king who wanted 

to be cured of his leprofy, and was ſtaggered at 

the thought of taking ſo long a journey as the 

prophet had directed, are crying out, Are not 

Abana and Pbarpbar, rivers of Damatcus, better 

6 | Phan all the waters of Iirael will not their wa- 
ters cleanſe me from my impurity ? 

Thus, numbers among mankind are ſtriving 

_ to elude thoſe meaſures which the goſpel of Jeſus 

E enjoins, 


which are better adapted ta doothe the carne} 


rification, - but not in the awful ſcenes = Hig 
 hunulia tion. 2 ens 


e 4 "x 
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mind, and prevent that mortification” of | the 
deeds of the body which human nature /Citinks 
from with horror. Man is deſirous to poſieſs 
the crown of eternal life, but not willing ta bean , 
the croſs.” Hie would in with Chriſt 
but not ſuffer with him. He ould accompany 
him to the mount of transGguration; but not to 
Golgotha: he would be his attendant at his glo- 


Divers have 3 xr mountain to 
mountain, and from hill to hill, ſeeking for the 
hving in the ſepulchres of the dead. They 
have ſometimes adopted one creed, and ſome- 
times another, — practiſed external ordinances, 
and complied with empty forms, addreſſing 


themſelves frequently to guides as blind and im- 
potent as themſelves, with this awful query, 


Men and brethren, what ſhall we do to be ⁰ẽ,,jẽ) 

I ſay again, repent, and be converted; for this 
is the only way to find ſalvation to your ſouls, 
No external ceremonies, no verbal confeſſions, 


no change of opinions merely, can W 
18 


7 


the'conſequent — glorious immortali- | 
| y. This important work 'of-ſalvativa. cannot 
de effected in mans time, will, activity or wife 
- dom; but is wrought in him by the powerful 
operation of the Holy Ghoſt, which is as a con · 
ſuming fire to the adverſary, to the adverſe part 
of man; to the corrupt will, which would not 
that Chriſt ſhould reign in his kingdom, an 
that God ſhould be all in all. 
It is the baptiſm of fire, of which John's was * 
a type, which, diſcriminating the pure from the 
impure, gathers the wheat into the garner, but 
conſumes * * with 3 burn- 
ings. 
In the nicht it are many voices which cor 
reſpond not with the voice of Chriſt, the only 
Shepherd and Biſhop of ſouls, whom we ought 
to hear and obey in all things, but which are 
the voices of thoſe who teach for hire, and divine 
for money ; who look for tbeir gain from their guar - 
ters, and are ready to make war againſt conſci- 
entious men, who cannot put into their mouths, 
Theſe have found it their worldly intereſt ta 
lead the deluded people from, rather than to 
"OY E 2 | Chiift, 


light. of — — —— 
that myſlerious which the Holy Ghoſt has left 
clear, and to perplex the underſtandinga of 
men, with vain metaphyſical ſpeculations, with 
oat making them either wiſer or better. This 
claſs of men, whoſe God is tbrin belly, wbose gl. 


y 4s their ſhame, MEM cioes- 


#0 value. 4 r Wen 
Many have inquired of this; What Rall wa 
di to be cave] but they not having experienced” 

the work of ſalvation in themſelves, are incapa- 
ble to inſtruct others in the way that leads to 6. 
ternal life. Inſtead of laying the ax to the root 
of the corrupt tree, they have only attempted to 
lop off ſome of its branches, and reſcind ſome of 
its moſt palpable exereſcences. They have 
been crying, Peace, peace! when the alarm of 
danger ſhould have ſounded in the ears of the 

people. They have preſcribed emollients where 


the moſt ſearching operation was expedient; 
and, healing the wound of the daughter of Zi- 


on deceitfully, have lulled multitudes into a fa- 
tal ſecurity, by flattering them with hopes, which 
it is to be feared, will end in confuſion and diſ- 
appointment, and periſh forever. There 


Bi” 6 * „ 
Ther are othert . 
miniſters, the purity of whoſs intentions charity! 
forbids me to diſpute, who, like a man chat at- 
tempts to anſwer a queſtion» before he has fatly> — © 
heard it, have too precipitately embarked 'in the 
important work of inſtructing ſouls im the great” 
things of ſalvation. Theſe are, like Ephraim, 
a coke not turned; are not yet. inſtructed in the 
way of the Lord perfectly, and whilſt they are 
teaching others, had need themſelves to be 
taught what are the firſt principles of the ora - 
cles of God. The coal from the holy altar has 
not yet been applied to their lips, and they have 
been miniſtering, by the law of a carnal com- 
mandment, without being endued with the pow- 
er of an endleſs life. They have run on the 
Lord's errand unſent, and have not eſſentially 
profited the people. They have taken upon them 
to guide thoſe who are inquiring hat /hall we do "1-2 
to be aue? and have led them indeed from the N . 4 
| 


confines of Egypt, but leave them undireQed 
to the ſpiritual Moſes, to wander in uncertainty; © 4 
and to compaſs a mountain of doubts in the wil iv 
derneſs. ö 
May the Lord Almighty, in his infinite en, 
: gather _ 


_ cloſures of his fold of eternal reſt un? laferyt: 4. 
May the nations of them that have füt ift 
darkneſs, be again enlightened by the gloriout 
breaking forth of the Sun of righteouſneſs in 
their hearts, that our Zion may Jet become — 
eternal mae d the; Joy of e 
ations! 
Let it not be Wedge by any Ang 1 have 
faid, that I look upon all, who appear bed 
with the linen ephod of other Chriſtian ſocie- 
ties, either as impoſtors, or the deluded votaries 
of Antichriſt. I freely declare I doubt not 
but many of them have had a diſpenſation of 
the goſpel committed to them ; and, although 
they may be biaſſed by the prejudice of educa» 

tion, and the traditions of their fathers, yet the 
root of the matter ſeems to be in them. I eſ⸗ 
teem theſe, in whatever ſociety they are found, 
and in whatever veſtments they are clothed, as 
my brethren in the fellowſhip of the everlaſting 
goſpel of Chriſt. Yet I cannot direct the ſearch» 
er after truth, who is penſively inquiring What 


be all do ts be raved, to the miniſtry of any 
man; 


A . 


am) 
mens but.would rather, recommend Ric to,, 
immediate teaching of the word, nigh in 
heart, even the ſpirit of God. This A 
infallible teacher, and the primary adequate rule 
of faith and manners, and, will lead. thoſe whe 
attend to its dictates, into che peaceable paths 
of ſafety and of truth. Let the carneſt humble | 
petition of your ſouls be, to the Father of ſure 
mercies, Lead me by thy counsel, and afterwards re 
ccive, me into, glory : let thy rod and thy 
ſupport me, through the uncertainties of time, 
to a happy concluſion in thy favour. Ye need 
not, faith the apoſtle to the church formerly, that 
any man teach you, ſave as this anointing teach- 
eth. which is truth, and no lie. Ceaſe therefore 
from-man, whoſe breath is in his noſtrils, a 
whoſe exiſtence is but as a. vapour ; for where» 
in is he to be accounted of? As a fallible : being, 
he 18 ſubjeQ to frequent deceptiongand is there- 
fore liable to deceive ; but the ſpirit of God can 
neither be deceived, nor will it deceive any foul 
that ſubmits to its holy government, and obeys 
its dictates. In this is our fafety and ſtrength, 
and the hope of our eternal reward, when our 
weary pigrimage ft ſhall come to an end. O ye 


penitent 


which can alone nouriſh the ſoul up ta etemal 


. „ ee * 
Fe 1 
he wilderneſs of this world, to a ſtate of 
treme poverty, to the want of that bread-whight- 
ecpmes domn from the celeſtial regions, and 


life; ye, who have long been attempting to ſut- 
isfy the cravings of an immortal ſpirits. with the 
huſbs and ſhells of an empty profeſſion. of reli. 
gion, look towards your Father, from whom you 
have revolted. Remember, that in his houſs. 


there is bread enough, and to ſpare : there your” 
fouls may be richly repleniſhed with enduring: 
4 ſubſtance. | Return, O houſe of Iſrael, from your 


backſlidings, and ſeek the face of your ever! 


- laſting Father and Friend i In unſpeakable kind- 


neſs he haths declared that he will be found of 
thoſe who ſeck him in ſincerity of heart; and 
that as many as knock at his gate for an entrance” 
ſhall. be admitted to his preſence, and receive the 
remiſſion of their ſins. O unſpeakable eonde- 
ſcenſion ! unutterable love! Though glorioufly* 
exalted above the heaven of heavens,” and placed 
at 


O Ip 
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tir place of bir nw. , 
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to his father, the return that he met with and 
the manner of his reception into favour, are en. 
ceedingly expreflive of the becoming penitence 
of the one, and the mercy and benignity of the 
other. I have finned again heaven, and in thy 
fight, and am no longer worthy to be called thy son'; 
male me therefore as one of thy bired fervants. The 
injured, neglected parent compaſſionates his 
diſtreſs, takes the prodigal in his arms, owns him 
for his ſon, orders the fatted calf to be killed; 
and rebukes the envy of his elder” brother with. 
This my un was dead, but be is alive again; be was 
boft, but is found. O the height and depth of the 
goodneſs and mercy of God Look unto him, ye 

ends of the earth, and be faved! 
Before I conclude, I find it in my heart to 
addreſs another claſs in this meeting: a claſs who 
have earneſtly ſought, and happily @und, him of 
whom Moſes and the prophets did write, Jeſus of 
Nazareth, the Immanuel, which being interpret» 
ed, is God with us, You, who once were ſcat 
TP 55-2 Ec 5121 


of ſouls * 
within che ſacred ineloſures of his fuld, and qa 
re under the peculiar protection of the Load 
Almighty. Lie hath-plycked von as brands quit 
of the burning, and redeemed: you to 
Vith the ſaving ſtrength of his right arm. When 
the blackneſs of darkneſs ſurrounded your dwel- 
lings; when the terror of his judgments encom- 
paſſed you for diſobedience, by his light you 
walked through the region and valley of the ſha- 
dow of death. Although for à moment he 
turned his face from you, yet, in everlaſting 
kindneſs, hath he gathered you from the world 
to himſelf. Oh l may you ever remember his 
unutterable mercy, and dedicate the remainder of 
your days to the horiour of his nam. | 
My ſpirit ſalutes you, in the endeated affee- 
tion of the goſpel of peace, as fellow: travellers - 
towards the land of eternal reſt, and wiſhey/your 
eſtabliſhmens in righteouſneſs forever; that you 
may abide in holy patience the fiery trial of 
faith throughout the days of your earthly pilgrim · 
age, and become as fixed pillars in the celeſtial 
| building and houſe of God, It 


i =9. 

. 
| (herein yow have been taught, neither the mal- 
{© of men nor the united powers of darkneſt, 
mall be able to plock you out of the hands af 


mim who is your judge, your king, your protec- 


tor, your father, and everlaſting friend. Al 
Far dtm inclezed has he made you, in ſafe dwellings 
Has he appointed your lots, and, in the end of 


- this earth ſhall be wrapped together like a ſeroll, 
and the fun and moon be darkened; when every 


- glorious conſtellation of the heavens ſhall fink 


into everlaſting obſcurity, and the elements of 

this world ſhall be diſſolved with fervent heat; 
you will poſſeſs a habitation within the ſuperior 
regions of a new heaven and a new earth, where 

the Lord your righteouſneſs dwells. * 


Many of the pretended wiſe, = an Ppt a pru- 


dent, of this world, who have ſought to climb up 
ſome other way rather than enter by Chriſt, who 


- fools, or ridicule you as enthuſiaſts; they may 


account your life madneſs, and your end without 


honour; but they will one day be aſtoniſhed at 
n the ſtrangeneis of your ſalvation, nn may 
| F 2 | ke 


is the door into the ſheepfold, may pity you, as 


i 


* 


« 40 * 2 1 
ge, c their-confufion, that you-are Grially-iajind 
bered among the children of God, and your in 
heritance is among the ſain ts. 
In the world you are to epect tribulations a. 
various kinds, ſickneſs, diſeaſe, and paim 2 temps 
among men. A cup of mix ture, more on leſs 
impregnated with the wormwood and the gal 
is the lot of humanity, deſigned doubtleſs to ef; 
fect a valuable purpoſe by him who afflicts not 
willingly, nor without a righteous and bene vo- 

lent cauſe; the children of men. 
As the heavens are higher than the earth, ſa 
re the ways of the Almighty than our ways, and 
his thoughts than our thoughts. 
We fee a little, and but à very little, of th 
amazing univerſal plan of his government over 
rational and immortal ſpirits. It lies beyond the 
reach of the moſt exalted created faculties to 
comprehend his wiſdom throughout the righteous 
adminiſtration of his providence, which is un- 
ſearchable, It is our duty, as frail, dependent; 
and impotent beings, to meet every diſpenſation 
with that CR of ſpirit which incefſanaly 
breathes 


== SF, 

the times are gloomy; the out- goings of the 
morning are of God. He will yet cocmſort ae 
waſte places of Zion, and build up her deſala - 
tions. Ile will make her wilderneſs as Eden, 
and her deſerts as the garden of the Lord : joy 
and gladneſs ſhall be found therein, thankſgiving 
and the voice of melody. Awake, therefore, and 
put on ſtrength, ye who have lien fat the pets ; 
ye, who have been afflicted, toſſed with tempeſts, 
and not comforted ; for, the hour of your ſalva · 
vation is near. Abide in holy patience, and 
| hope to the end. It is our duty, under-the evils 
which we feel, and which our prudence could not 
prevent, to implore divine aid- to endure them 
with patience, rather than to pray that they may 
be removed from us; leſt, like ignorant children, 
we ſhould to avoid that potion, from our 
heavenly-Father's hand, which is graciouſly de- 
figned to remove, or prevent, a greater evil. This 
is not the place of your reſt, but a ſtate of pro- 
bation, a painful pilgrimage, a land of pits and 
of ſnares, through which lies a narrow-path to 
the regions of eternal peace. The ſoul, by-rea» 
1 ſon 
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its views) und employ its faculties, on divine obs 
1 je ls without frequent interruption. But when 
. the days of its captivity are accompliſhed it will 
1 be capable of a more glorious expanſion in tlie 
kingdom of light and immortality, and -poſſeſs 
h that joy which is unſpeakable and lot glory: 
LIES. Therefore, in all the calamities to which We dt 

ſiubjec in the houſe of our pilgrimage, we have 

a place of refuge to flee to, where ſafety is alone 

n to be found. Though, indeed, we muſt feel in 

1 ſome degree as men, yet we may poſſeſt the pa- 

| tience, reſignation, and holy fortitude, of Chrifs 

tians, who are looking for a better country, a 

op more excellent inheritance, in that city whoſe 

Inhabitants age no occafion to en that 
|  they'are fick-” Fee! N £ 

» Be ye, therefore, ſtedfaſt, immovable, always 

abounding in the work of the Lord, foraſmuch 

as ye know that your labour ſhall not be in vain. 

Be ye, in your ſeveral ſtations in the church and 

in the world, as way-marks to the honeſt, ſincere 

inquirers, who are aſking the way to Zion, and, 

Wont a true ſenſe of their condition, are erying 

out, 


. vs a 


. —_ 
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; do. i de iI She fore 


and holineſs of life, that you are redeemed from 
the ſpirit of the world that lies in wickedneſs, 
Be not captivated by its trifling amuſements, nor 
enſnared by its lying vanities; but retain the fear 
of God, which will keep the heart clean, and 


prove a ſource of ſureſt conſolation when all 


things elſe will be unavailing. Let the purity of 
your lives demonſtrate that you are. attentive to 
things more excellent, and have placed your af- 
fections on things permanent and eternal; things 
which eſſentially relate to the ſalvation of the 
ſoul, | 
Thus, you will be a means of leading athers 
in the way of truth and righteouſneſs, and be- 
come the conſecrated temples of the Holy Ghoſt. 
You will witneſs an increaſe of ſtrength, wiſdom, 


and holy ſtability, from day to day, and perſe- 


verance in the way that is everlaſting. 

Finally, my brethren, farewell. I commend 
you to God, the great Shepherd of Iſrael, and to 
the word of his grace, as the only infallible guide 


to direct you what ye ſhall do to be saved. It is 


able to build you up in the moſt holy faith, to 
direct 


| hyaevraxamplonſabaric , ſobriety; temperance, | 
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T N Ferus aid to bis dixciples, a rich man ſhall 
bardly enter into the tingdom of heaven ; and 
axeſs 1 say unto you, it is eafier for a camel to go 
through the eye of a needle, than for a rich man to 
enter into the kingdom of God. When his disciples 
beard it, they were exceedingly amazed, laying, who 
then can be saved? It is no wonder, indeed, that 
theſe appeared to them to be herd zayings, and 
that they ſhould excite their aſtoniſhment, if they 
apprehended by them, that the kingdom of hea- 
ven was only open to poverty and wretchedneſs. 
It appears, I think, beyond controverſy, that not- 
withſtanding the diſciples attended to the doctrine 
of ſuch an excellent miniſter, who ſpoke with 
peculiar authority; yet they did not at once com- 
G prehend 


I 


„ of his doctrine and mf 
Their underſtandings were gradually, opened ang 
"informed; they were led on ſtep by ſtep. Themwork 
of religion was not with them, as lome people: 
have imagined the work of religion to he, an in 
ſtamaneous work ; they went on from ſtrength, - 
to ſtrength, and from one degree of knowledge. 
to another, till they had acquired as much es 
was neceſſary for them. They were not inſtructeg 
in all truths, but in ſuch as reſpected the duties 
of their day and of their ſtation, and which, , in 
the courſe of their pilgrimage in this world, filled, 
them with a humble hope and expectation of vl. 
timately entering into one that is infiütel) bete 
ter, there to partake of the joy of their Lord, and 
of that reſt from their Iabours which is. prepared, 
for the people of God. Thus, we find, When 
they \ were told that they muſt eat bis fle 72 ſh, and art; 

bis blood, —that it was neceſſary a man mould e 
bis Jather and mother, bis wife, bis ch laben, and 
even bis own liſe. accepting theſe texts, at fi 

in a ſtrict and literal ſenſe, it is no wonder they 
ſhould think them Bard 5ayings : hard indeed it 
would be if it were neceſſary that the affeftions, 
which flow from conſanguinity and a 
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—— a the 1 
of hatred be fobſtitured; in order to retider us 
facetſifat candidates for ut inticiftiice' That 18 
ioorroptible und that fadeth not away!" 2+ i? 

But it is clear to me, beyond the leaſt doubt: 
that our Lord deſigned, throughout te whole | 
&fihis miniſtry, to excite and to ſtrengthen, in! 
ſteal of wenkening, — bands by which _ 
NT Tr 
He deſigtied to inspire us with the moſt Friends 
ly -affeRiofs,” as the main, or principal, motive 
to the diſcharge of the various ſocial and relative 
duties: this appears to me to be comprehended 
in the ſecond commandment, Thou '/halt love thy 
neighbour as thyself. With reſpe& to this parti- 
euiar- paſſage of the New Teſtament, it may, 
perhaps, de profitable, at leaſt to the younger 
part of this aſſembly, whoſe experience has not 
yet been much, and whoſe obſervations have been 
but tranſient, to advert a little to the occaſion'of 
theſe bard sayings, which excited the amazement 
of the diſciples.” * 

It ſeems there was a young man who had 
heard of the fame of Jeſus; who wanted to be 
inſtrudted with reſpe& to what meaſures were 


G 2 neceſſary 


fent temporary good, to the futurs and remoto 


tn) 


1 Urged by this\defire; 
he makes an application anto Jeſus ang 


him after this manner, Gon maler, vu gu ; 


thing ſpall I do, that I mey inberit vternablifet 
Our Saviour. enumerated ſeveral of the c 
mandments, to which he replied, and ne doubt 
with the greateſt degree of ſincerity, Alles 
1 kept from my youth up, what lact I h 


 _ pears that our Lord meant to bring:husfloveiand = 


his virtue to a ſevere teſt... One dbiag- ten h 
then lackeft 3 if thou wilt be perfetd,” ul than nb 
ba, and give to the poor ; take up thy: cron, and: fad 
low me, and thou ſhalt baus trrature in heaven, It 
ſeems that our Saviour ſtruck at his darling paſ- 
fion; the love of money'; for, upon hearing this 
propoſal, it is evident that he preferred, at that 
time, retaining his corporeal poſleflions, that 'pre- 


one of eternal life, for, be went away sorrewful. . 
Then Jeſus ſaid to his diſciples, A ricb man 
ſhall bardly enter into the kingdom of beuuen. it 
muſt, indeed, be acknowledged, that, ſeeing:iwe 
have nothing which we have not received, that 


we are not proprietors of the inheritance=-which 
e 


(WE. | 
. 
is the Lord gn unt the ſulness therafy and ale calpit 
on @ thowand hills, — we ought to relinquiſta, 40 
| yive up, à part, or the whole, of that which. is 
lent us, when it is the will of the giver to make 
that requiſiuon : but it is evident to me, that 
this particular requiſitinn in tende not a general 
command. -I conceive, that it is not riches, 
merely as riches, which can. pteyent our entrance 
tqual truth, that, it it eafier fer 4 aamel to g 
through: abe eye of d needle,, than for a poor. mag 10 
enter into the kingdom of heaven, if he have nothing 


It is very evident, from divers cireumſtances, that 


our Lord's controverſy was not with riches, but the 
ſpirit of pride, which too frequently poſſeſſes the 
hearts-of the rich ;- for; we have an account of a 
thea. From the ſeveral accounts of the. evange- 
liſts it appears he was an honourable counſellor, 
a rich man, a good, a juſt, man, à diſciple of ge- 
ſus, and one that waited for the Kingdom of Gad, 
though it was probable — he was a member of 
"_ Sanhedrim. „d ge 

| * It 


of agony, Father Abraham, have mercy upon me; an 


(#) 
mi It ſcems to me that the rich man, deſtgr ew f 
this text, is ſuth a man as is repreſented +6 u i 
the purable: - There war 4 certain eb mont Hob 
val clothed with purple ond fine linin; and ff 
eumptivuſly every day: | there war alis cortaint bed 
gar, that was laid at bis gate, full of rer, of wHoWr 
there ean be no doubt that he wat u proper oi 
ject of human ſympathy;” He wäs laid ht 
gate full of ſores : his requiſition vu⁸ã humbſe/ uod. 
firing to be fed only with rbe crumbs that fell ru 
the rich man's table"; "moreover, the dogs came a 
licked" his cores. It came to paxs that tbe beg 
died, and that he was carried by tbæ angels n 
Abrabam's boom :* the rich man alis dteu, and wt” 
buried; and be lifted up his eyes in bell. and 'sdw\ 
Lazarus in Abraham's bosom. He cried out in a tort 


Send Lazarus that he may dip bis finger in aten 
to cool my tongue, for I am tormented in thir ums 
but Abraham answered, Son, remember, that chow; 
in thy lifetime, received}! thy good things, und lik 
reise Lazar us evil things ; but now, be is comforted,” 
and thou art tormented. But we are not to infer 


from this text, that, merely his being clothed inn 


purple and fine linen, or faring ſumptuouſly;j Was 
| | the 


T7 7 908 
— wiſer e Ihe it 
followed of courſe, . having received: the gο 
things of this life, be ſhould ſuffer the:work of 
evils in the next; but it appears he wanted that 
brotherly {ympathy, that friendly aſfection. re. 
commended. to us in the charaQer of the good 
Samaritan, which. is not reſtricted to any peculiar- 


There was a man, who, travelling from Jeruſa - 
lem to Jericho, fell among thieves: he ws 

ſpoiled, he was wounded. The prieſt a 
by, —he who attended at the altar of God, he 


charity. The prieſt paſſed by. the Levite fol · 


of humanity ; his heart was contracted, perhaps, 
by the prejudices of a party, which he had con- 
ceived. to be religion. But a Samaritan paſſed 


ſufferings were brought, and many more expected 
to, follow, He takes compaſſion of this poor 
vo pours oil and wine into his wounds, at- 
tempts 


claſs, but directed to every object of diſtreſs, 


that ſnould have poſſeſſed a ſpirit of univerſal 


lowed his example, untouched with the feelings 


that way: he looked upon the man with that 
ſympathy and compaſſion which the love of 
Chriſt inſpires towards a brother in diſtreſs, in- 
capable of relieving himſelf, upon whom many. 


— ne power for dhe we 
ef of this indigent perſon, and his views" 
not confined to the preſent time; he den We 
ward, and endeavoured to provide for his fut 
well-being, giving a direction unte his aA 
will repay thee. It was therefore the vun of 
fympathy; together with the ſpirit of prids 
which prompted the rich man to purſue thethuſti 
of the fleſh, of the eye, and the pride of fifeput 
the expence of hie ſocial and religious duties, 
which rendered him highly eriminal. This ap- 
pears clearly to have been deſigned: the chu · 
ter of this certain rich man and that of the beggut 
formed a contraſt. © The rich man wanted vir- 
tue; the poor man was deſtitute of food; it i 
evident, however, that he was in a humble ſtate. 
What could he have aſked: leſs if he had uked 
any thing? The ſeverity of hunger forced Wim 
to aſk thus much of him; as he was incapale 
of helping himſelf. He defired only the eruwths 
that fell from the rich man's table, but he 


unnoticed. - If he had been of the rich; if thr 


— of che, dich man could have. been aug: 
mented by relieving him, he. would have noticed 
him as Laban. did: Abraham's ſervant when he 
law. the bracelets on his ſiſter's hands, Came in, 
thou blefed of the Lord, wherefore. flandeſt. thou 
without ? The door would have been readily 
opened to opulence, and titular dignity would 
have found an caly accels ; but the poor beg- - 
gar lay unnaticed :, the inferior ſpecies. of ani - 
mals ſeemed to feel more ſympathy. than the 
| rich man, Moreover tbe dogs. came and licked his 
laorets. I would not be underſtood, by any thing 
that I have ſaid, to attempt an ingenious apo- 
logy for the rich; but, at the ſame time, I 
would attempt to make that diſtindtion between 
the poverty of the heart and the poſſeſſions 
ol the hands which the author of the Chriſtian 
religion deſigned. In the _courſe of the provi- 
dence of Almighty God it ſo falleth out, that 
the efforts of the laborious and induſtrious are 
not crowned with equal ſucceſs. But we are 
not to conclude that the perſon, whoſe barns are 
filled with plenty, and whoſe preſſes are ready to 
hurſt ini h pew voie, is the diſtinguiſhed favourite 
es | H | | of 


| * * 
Ane any: more than that We peu | 
who divides his- morſel with his, family, H 
mixes his tears with his bread, is, reprobatedbhhges 
heaven. It is the abuſe, and not the uf 
riches which the teſtimony of Chriſt. is certain 
againſt. The apoſtle did not enjoin the ric 
throw away their riches, but he exhorts Timothy - 
to charge them who are rich in tbis mörI¹ 
be not bigh-minded, that they aſſume nothingidy 
the ſcore of their poſſeſſions: Charge tb nich 
this world that they be not bigh-minded, neithun 
in uncertain riches, but in the living God, whe giu- 
etb us all things richly to enjoy, | This is What he 
had in charge, adding, I think, that we\brougi# | 
nothing with us into the world, and ue ſhall catty- 
nothing out of it. Naked ue came into the world, 
naked we ſball return, be diſſolved and mised wu 
thoſe elements, from which we originally-ſprangs 
J would, therefore, attempt, at leaft, that - 
fhould individually reflect upon the eireumſtan 
ces that we are placed in, and that we ſhould te“ 


ceive with gratitude the portion which, in 
general courſe of God's providence, ſhall bealiofs- 
ted to us. Nothing more is required of us then - 
10 ans of the manifold grace of Got | 
We 


0 9 
we are called ftewards 5 and u time approaches. 
Wh unaveidable cortainty;*when the Lord of 

the univerſ#will call us; wilt ſumtmon us hence, 
with Gros 'rhou'\an account of thy flewardſbip," for 
 thowſbalt be u lager Heard. Let us therefore 

the improvement of our hearts in the Chriſ- 
hat are beſtomed upon us, and let ĩt be the ſtudỹꝰ 
vf our ioes te apply chem properly, und 10 8. 
the example of the author of the Chriſtian reli - 
gion, it may be the delight of our lives to diffuſe 
happineſs all around, and to go about ding good. 
This appears to be of indiſpenſible obligation. 
If the rich man had poſſeſſed this friendly diſpo- 
ſition, the beggar would not have been neglectei 
2̃t the gates of his houſe,” the dogs would not 
have been ſuffered to lick his ſores; he would 
have poured into them lenient balm ; he would 
have attempted to bind up his broken heart, and 
to wipe auay all tears from all fac-t, to diffuſe 
Happineſs in as extenſive a manner as his abilities 
could qualify him to diffuſe it, and therein bie 
* have been the beſt prepared to joĩn the 
H 2 heavenly 


+ AV Wh —— 
he wanted bowels of compaſton; and, thereforep- 
whatever religious party he was connected Wh? 
whether of the Phariſces or of the Sad duet hb 
us not acceptable in the fight of the Searcher"os. 
hearts. - Let us now reflect a little on wH¹at 
feelings muſt be, the feelings of a man that he 
rolled along in pomp, that has been clad Swpurpte 
and fine linen, that has had his ſnging men und HU 
Ainging women, with the found of the pipe and of 
the tabret, to attune his heart to joy, yet deſtitute 
of the feelings of hamanity and of worthy-femi- 
ments of religion. Death approaches, — he lee 
the heavens paſſing away as a vcroll, and the very 
foundation of his happineſs diſſolved. I cannot 
better expreſs it than in the language of thetholy 
ſcriprures ; When in bis progferity, the" drohe 
came upon bim; bis purpoies were cut sf, even ile 
thoughts of his beart and the defire of his eyes 5 b 
bis day is turned into night; bis light into darfininsy 
bis barp is turned into mourning, and bis 'organ in 
the voice of them that weep. Nie is about to qu 


—— — exe oa 
he has no hope; his fnging men and his-fnging. 
women, with the voice of the pipe and the tabret, 
can no more inſpire his ſoul with joy. He is 
about to quit this mortal ſtage, and to enter into 
the world of ſpirits, but deſtitute of thoſe moral 
virtues that would have qualiſied bim to join the 
oeleſtial ſociety, and to take a part in the general 
feſtivity which prevails throughout heaven s em- 
pire. The rich man lifted up his eyes to heaven 
in a ſtate of anguiſn; he beheld the beggar in 
Abraham's boſom. We are not to conſider this 
text literally: this is a pargble,: not a matter of 


1 moral 


* 


pertont with Gad: and I wiſh to God ther 


mult. His natural feelings were painfal but 


vi — — 
ai al e the Gentile j for, there it n 


leſs reſpect of perſons with men. This w 
ecircumſtance, as I conceive, of the rich mid 
Ter us nos conſider what might be the feng 
his brethren, unpitied, unrelieved, he Jay udn 


portuned in vain. The rich man's ear was/deaf 
to his prayers. What conſolation couldihehwye 
in this ſtate l Indeed, his feelings muſt havs e 


exquiſite... Hunger and thirſt are appetit 
which, in the extreme, throw the mind into tu 


| what were his proſpects ! What were his hoped 
| Maker : 


* 
n 


6 
— ofa 
linen,” he attended not the tables of the rich n 
partook of their Junuricus banquets, yer he 
the offspring of the eternal Father; whoniade = 
af one Ilbood all the nations of men who dall 0 „ 


the face.of the earth, and bath determined the bounds 
of their habitation. If the earth was unpropitious 
to his prayers, ſtill heaven was open to his cries, 
Un dere übe ee — 
tool compaſſion on * poor wee k reads rl 
about to quit his rags, to quit his poverty; and 
to enter into a ſtate of everlaſting happineſs, he 
Which of thoſe circumſtances was the moſt de- 
ſirable? Let us extend our views beyond the 1 
preſent ſcene of things: let us anticipate the _ 
ſhock we cannot ſhun. Which would you ra- 4 
or the eharacter of this certain rich man ? Would , 
tain the dignity of the rich man ? This, nethink 


long in deciding upon; but; ſuch is the weakneſs A 
— that we approve the 1 


"TY right, 
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- lows up all the reſt. We are not all: purtuing 
one path of vanity, for ĩts paths are analen w 
ve have an aptitude, we have a prompt 

ther to purſue meaſures that may produ- 
poral good, than thoſe which will produce a I 
ritual good. The gratification of the pte 
moment engages our paſſions. If we were $0. 
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we muſt die. Mankind buſy themſelves often 
| befide their proper buſineſs ; and, -whilt« thay 


form an idea by the general praQtice of manking, 
we ſeem to forget that we are mortal, and that 


are enlarging che boundaries of their earthly an- 
heritance, are but little ſolicitous to obtain 
habitation in the new beavent and in ib | 


earth,” wherein righteousness dwells, - The preſer 
preſent to everlaſting good, and negleR to culii- 
vate thoſe virtues which would make them reſem· 
die the Deity, (if I may be allowed the expref- 


fion,) expand the faculties of the ſoul, and a 


— — — 


-tinuing city here: perfect felicity is nd more 


be found in this mutable ſtate of things; than it 
| was praticable for the Babel>builders to erecl an 


edifice that ſhould: reach the heavens. Many 
| have/ ſoared alofr; and built their nefts on high, 
es upon the cedar of Lebanon, yet they have been 
brought down. - Death levels all diſtinctions, 
and earthly poſſfeſſions · make no difference in the 
grave: let us ſet our affecrĩons therefore upon 
things that are above, and not on things hich are 
beneath If our affe&ions be placed upon the 
ſuperior good; we" ſhall feel gradually a Teſs at- 
tachment to things chat are ſeen';—leſs to this 
world; the faſhion whereof is paſſing away, and 


we ars paſſing away with it. Its pleaſures are 


but av a'cloud; or a vapour, Ahich Will ſoon diſ- 
appear. We are haſtening to the place of dur 
deſtination, let us therefore with putience ebe 


"Pace cbut i; zer before us, imitating the example of 


the wiſe and virtudus of all generations, endeav- 


I ouring 


* 
7 
£ 


midſt the throng, while others ſuſtain the pla 
it of the people. Let them conſider, that 


vaſt plan of the providential government of the 


C 


ouring to fulfilthe various obligatignsthat m 
under to the Author of our being and one to Ms 
other to adopt the phraſe. in the para para al 0 
we may be carried by angels. into Abrabam ws. 
10m, and enter into the fulneſs of that} 15256 
Which we have here but a e ws; of the 
br ook that is by the way. 4. e 

Perhaps ſome preſent, in the W of tbeir 
ſolitude, may reflect, that they paſs unnoticed, Ly 


1. 3 
few days, there will be an end put to their cir anzi- 


eties: if they be virtuous, indeed, they are def. 
tined for the regions of glory, immortality, and 
eternal life—regions, of which we can at pre 
form no adequate idea. We ſee but darkly, " 
through a glass, —we explore but a little of f that 


Supreme Being ; yet, in a future ſtate, with fac; 
ulties better diſpoſed, with minds properly pre 
pared, it may be a part of our employment to 
inveſtigate the diſpenſations of divine providence, . 
which at preſent appear exceedingly myſterious z 
to celebrate, 1 in a future world, the wonderful 
diſplay of wiſdom and power in the Soong 


(99 
ares, ans we gobltneh urea ang 
aft his difpenfations to all his people, for the 

clin of their ſupreme © good; "and; + 
a principle of conviction, to join the "heavenly - | 
hoſt, in ſaying, Great and marvellous are thy works, 
= God Almighty : juft and true are all thy ways, 


thou King of «aints. I am encouraged to expect 
this from the ſaying of Chriſt, that what I do, 


thou bnoweft not now, Bur ſhalt know bereafter ; 
therefore, let not the poor be diſconſolate in their 
habitations of poverty, but let them attempt, in 
their refpeRive ſtations, to fill up the duties of 
their day, and they ſhall end in peace everlaſting. 
I intend not by what I have ſaid that I have any 
perſon in view who is wanting in charity and be- 
nevolence ; by no means: my defign is general. 
I commend that good and virtuous diſpoſition 
which has been apparent in many whom I am 
addreſſing ; and I wiſh they may perſevere in that 
which is right, and that they may endeavour 10 
lay up for themselves a good foundation againſt the 
time to come. Riches are attended with many. 
ſnares, and fo is poverty. That poverty which 
brings a man to want the neceſſaries of life, will 
fequire uncommon fortitude and patience to bear. 
12. There 


3 
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There winding ſnares in ee 
ſtate is a ſtate of probation, and there are temp 
tations excited in qur minds which/ correſphnd 
with the ſtate and circumſtances that we- are in, 
and to the ſeveral biaſſes that we poſſeſs,” Letus 
therefore lay q/fide every weight and burden; and 
the fin which eafily beets us, and run with na. 
tience the race that is 5et before us, cheriſhing, in 
the firſt ipſtance, a ſincere love of the $ppremi 
Being 1 in the higheſt degree, and then the love of 
our neighbour as ourſelves, that we may poſſeſs 
ſpirit of univerſal benevolence, which will 
prompt us to do all the good we can to that fam 
ily of which the Lord God Almighty is the Fa- 
ther and Head. I conceive, indeed, that religion 
and virtue allow of degrees in love. There are 
peculiar attachments which ariſe from conſan- 
guinity, and alſo from affinity, which religion has 
no controverſies with. We read, in the character 
of our Lord, that, got withſtanding he poſſeſſed a 
tove of all his diſciples, and of all the inhabitants 
of the earth, yet John ſeemed to be diſtinguiſhed: 
he leaned upon bis bosom, he was the diſciple whom 
Jeſus loved; but we are not hence to concludethat 
he loved noother ; but there was a peculiar attach- 
ment to the disciple om Jesus loved. I 


(: 694 ); 
I would recommend, in attempting every ſtep' 
of reformation, and in every good word and 
work, that we attend to, and wait for, the in- 


ſanctify us, that which would gradually inform 
our underſtandings, remove our prejudices and 
our doubts, inſpire us with the moſt ſubſtantial 
hopes, and open to us proſpeRs that are the moſt 
pleaſing ; and, whatever portion of ill may be 
allotted us in the courſe of divine providence, let 
the virtuous ever bear in remembrance that there 
is a river, the flreams whereof make glad the heritage 
of God ; and every ſincere, devoted foul, of every 
nation, kindred, tongue, and people, that fears 
God and works righteouſneſs, is part of this 
heritage, which is repleniſhed with the ſhowers 
of immortal goodneſs, and is as a garden inclosed, 
notwithſtanding the different circumſtances of 
individuals. The whole of this heritage is in- 
cloſed with walls that are impregnable,—impreg- 
nable againſt the enemy. They will be pre- 
ſerved, by the providence of Almighty God, as 
in a garden that is ineloſed, —a garden that will 
be refreſhed with the deſcent of celeſtial rain, 
that will be repleniſhed, and bring forth the ac- 
ceptable 


fluence of the holy Spirit; that which would 
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ceptable fouls br vittve and bolinel 1 l 
faith the Plalmiſt, tbirfeth for God ; yea, for * 
| living” G0; and again, Ai the beart panteth for 
the water-brooks, 50 panteth my soul after ther, 0 
G! This is the diſpoſition of the humble ſoul, 
who looks upon the Lord as his ſuperior good, , 
and prefers a communion with him to the in- 
create of corn, wine, or oil. He will, by every 
method, endeavor to keep open a comm unication 
with this fountain,—a fountain that will never 
be exhauſted. Thanks be to God we have @ river : * 
though we may be expoſed to many things, to 
the darkneſs and light; the heat and the cold, yet, 
in the courſe of our pilgrimage, there is a river 
that flows from Hermon's hills, the ſtreams 
whereof ever make glad the heritage of God. 
Let us attempt to paſs along this river that we 
may be repleniſhed, ſo ſhall we experience that 
which is ſpoken of Wiſdom, my brook became 4 
river, and my river became a sea. The good, the 
virtuous, man; the man that feels the emotions 
of filial piety, has recourſe to this river. A 
brook is opened to him by the way, at which he 
can ſatiate his thirſt, and renew his ſtrength. 


He will, in waiting upon God, mount up as on 
wings 
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Wings of an eagle; be will walk, and not be eds: 
run, and not be faint. Thanks be to God that 
we have this river, and I wiſh we may diſtinguiſh 
this fountain of living water from the broken cis- 
terns that can bold no water. If-this be the. caſe 
with our hearts, then we ſhall find our conſola- 
tion enlarge, our hopes increaſe till they are loſt 
in fruition, and our faith terminate in open viſ- 
ion, in the contemplation of thoſe truths of 
which we can at preſent form but inadequate 
ideas, when we ſhall enter into the joy of our 
Lord, and be numbered with the wiſe. They 
that are wise ſhall ſhine as the brightness of the fir- 
mament ; and they that turn many to righteousness, as 
the flars forever and ever ! 
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OST gracious God, infpire our hearts'with 

ſuitable reverence, that we may approach 
thee acceptably, and offer up our prayers to'thee 
in full aſſurance that, though heaven is thy 
throne, and the earth thy footſtool, yet thou art 
graciouſly pleaſed to notice the inhabitants of 
this lower world, as well as thoſe who are cloth - 
ed 


n 

ed with the greateſt degree of dignity, and are 
perfectly happy in a world that is infinitely ſupe- 
rior. Impreſs our hearts with a ſenſe of thy 
goodneſs, upon which we every moment depend. 
Let it be manifeſted unto us, that the diſpenſing 
of thy manifold grace ſhould impreſs us with 
emotions of filial piety and gratitude unto thee, 
who art the ſource of every thing that is good, 
We approach thy altar in the multitude of thy 
mercies, and look iu confidence towards thee, 
that, notwithſtanding our many infirmities, there 
it mercy witb thee, that thou mayeſ be feared. Grant, 
we beſeech thee, that, by the operation of thy 
holy Spirit, thou everlaſting Shepherd and Biſhop 
of ſouls, multitudes may be gathered out of the 
wilderneſs, in which they have wandered and 
been loſt, within thy fold, to become a part of 
thy flock, and the ſheep of thy paſture. Be 
_ pleaſed, in mercy, to bring back every ſheep that 
has ſtrayed unto the fold again, that, as we are 
thine by creation, we may, at length, be thine 
by adoption into a ſtate of ſonſhip, and become 
heirs of a ſpiritual inheritance, the crown im- 
mortal, that ſhall never fade away, 
O moſt righteous and everlaſting F athar, be 

K pleaſed, 


pleaſed, An beſeech thee, to look down 
upon the various- circumſtances of thy,people z 
conſole the poor, and abate the pride of the rich. 
that we may by the interpoſition of thy ſpirit, 
be what thou wouldſt have us to be, a humble, 
dependent people, looking up unto thee as be 
fource whence all our bleſſings are derived, and 
imploring at thy throne to be inſtructed to «uſe 
our talents to the ends and purpoſes for xhich 
thou haſt given them, that, whenever thou ſhalt 
be pleaſed to ſummon us hence, we may have an 
evidence, a hope, as an anchor that is moſt; ſure 
and ſtedfaſt, that may preſerve our ſouls in tran» 
quillity when the waves of affliction roar; when 
the winds of adverſity may blow upon us from 
every quarter. In the moſt painful diſpenſations 
we may have to paſs through, grant that we may 
find an aſylum in thy name, which has been the 
tower of defence, the munition of W 
righteous in all generations. 40 
O Lord, enable us to call e apes 
thy name, that we may be ſaved with an ever- 
laſting ſalvation ; that, fortified by thy grace, 
we may endure the dangers of proſperity, and 
allo the trials of poverty, if they ſhall be permit- 
ap 
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ted to attend us; that we may not be elevated 
too high, nor puffed up to deny thee, and ſay, 
who is the Lord? nor may be ever ſo euſt don 
and oppreſſed in adverſity, as to ſteal, and take 
thy name in vain,” to deny thee, O God; but 
that; in every diſpenſation of thy providence, we 
may humbly acquieſce with thy will, and ſay, 
Not my will, O Lord, but thine be done. 

Grant, we beſeech thee, that, under an awful 
ſenſe of thy attributes, which it is not in the 
power of human beings adequately to conceive, 
nor of the tongues of angels to expreſs, in the 
contemplation of thy attributes, our ſouls, in- 
flamed with a ſpirit of pure devotion, may aſcend 
up, and put up our ſupplications, to thee, O 
Lord. We feel a holy awe pervade our fouls : 
in the contemplation of thy attributes our words 
are ſwallowed up: we offer unto thee the increaſe 
of praiſe, and aſcribe unto thee every thing that 
is excellent, every thing that is great: to thee 
belong majeſty and dominion, with every other 
adorable attribute, now and forevermore. Amen. 
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others, the moſt fervent emotions of gratitude, 


be more than the eold formality of unmeaning 
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HERE is a part of a pſalm; or hymn, 
compoſed by a ſervant of God, Which hat 

been revived, in my remembrance, in this matt 
ing; and I may fay, in much ſincerity,” it hwth 
been the language of my heart: Offer anto"Gil 


rhansgriving. * 


The deſign of the author of this pſalm was, to 
excite, both in himſelf and in the minds of 


thankſgiving, and praiſe. Thankſgiving, if it 


words, is the genuine offspring of gratitude and 
devotion. It ariſes from a juſt ſenſe of the man- 
ifold favours beſtowed upon us by the providence 
of God, who hath liberally ſupplied his creatures 
with the proviſion neceſſary for them, The 


Cm) 


as watching over, and providing for, the ſuperior 
claſs of beings in this world, but as extending 
his providential care (to uſe a comparative mod 
of ſpeech) to the meaneſt of his creatures. Not 
a ſparrow falls without him: he heareth the 
young ravens when they cry, and he hath pro- 
vided richly for the ſoul of every living thing. 
Man, in a peculiar manner, appears to be diſtin- 
guiſhed above all other claſſes of animal exiſtence 
by a rational power of reflection. He is capable 


of aſcending from effect to cauſe, of obſerving 
the concatenation thereof, and of inferring, from 


the phznomena of nature, the exiſtence of a wile, 


creature: hence he has a motive to thankſgiving 
and praiſe, of which the lower orders of animals 


are not capable ; for, whatever ſimilarity there ITT. 
may be between the endowments of inferior ani- 


mals, and their inſtinctive powers, and the facul- 
ties of the human ſpecies, yet hiſtory affards us 
no inſtance of the former betraying the leaſt ſigns 
of devotion, Man is made a little, and perhaps 
but a * lower than the angels. He is capa- 


The Scriptures ſpeak of the Almighty not only 


powerful, intelligent, and good, Being, whom we 
call God. Hence he becomes an accountable 


ble 


iS 8 2 
ble of contemplating the attributes of the fu 
preme Cauſe; and whQ can contemplate the as 

_ tributes of the divine Being without feeling ie 
emotions of filial fear and gratitude? But it is 
exceedingly to be regretted, that we uſe not thoſt 
ſaperior powers, with which we are endued, to 
the nobleſt purpoſes, for which they were given 
us. We employ too little of the ſhort ſpan t 
time in the inveſtigation of ſubjects which art 
adapted to inſpire us with the beſt affectiotis, and 

to acquire thoſe virtues that would dignify-our 
nature: but, inſtead thereof, we deſcend from 

the rank we ſhould fill, and, with inferior -ordety 
of animals, make paſſion, inſtead of right reaſom 
our guide and ruler. Thus we become governed 
by thoſe ſenſual appetites which we ſhould govern: 
We give away the power received for the nobleſt 
purpoſes, or make it ſubſervient to our loweſt 
paſſions; and, like thoſe animals which are ſed 
by fruit which drops ſpontaneouſly from the 
trees, ſome people ſeem deſtitute of reflection 
whence their proviſion is derived, ſeldom loox 
up, ſeldom, if ever, contemplate the cauſe; ſeldom 

reflect that the earth is the Lord's, and the fulnen 


thereof, with the cattle on a thousand hills, and that 
| e 
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This is the unhappy circumſtance of too many 
of the ſons and daughters of men. 
l I apprehend the principal deſign of al]. Goſpel 


Miniſters is, to excite in the minds of their hear 


ers ſuch reflections, on beings cireumſtanced as 


ther and to the ſupreme. Cauſe, as may be pro- 
duQive of filial piety, prompt us to make our 
hearts the ſacred altar of the Lord Almighty, and 
offer unto God thanksgiving and praiſe. 

I fervently wiſh that all our hearts may be at 
this ſeaſon, not only at this ſeaſon but at all other 


times, ſo impreſſed with the infinite obligation 


we are under to the ſupreme Being, that thankſ- 
giving might become an habitual frame of ſpirit, 
continued throughout all the occurrences of life, 
ſetting the Lord always before our eyes, that we 
do not evil, or offend him. Ingratitude, it ſeems, 
aQuated the children of Iſrael. It hath been the 
principal cauſe, or ſource, of all moral evil. 


Thus the people of the houſe of Iſrael received 


the favours of heaven without turning their 


thoughts reverently toward the ſource whence 


they were derived: they ate and drank, and rose up 
to play. Inſtead 
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Anhand ot being d 2 
indulged a ſpirit of levity. They rioteti on ub 
divine bounty, and forgot to give thanks e beg 
wanted, therefore, a proper motive to the dif 
charge of their ſeveral duties; for, hen we n 
impreſſed with a proper ſenſe of gratitude ſot i 
vours received, we are naturally diſpoſed to ſearch 
for, or ſtudy, the will and pleaſure: of the per- 
ſon who conferred on us thoſe: favoury;. M 
carefully watch for an opportunity to evpreſ 
our gratitude, not only in being-verbally-thank- 
ful, but are alſo ſtudious to avoid every thing 
that would furniſh occaſion of offence to our 
benefactor; and, on the other hand, are equally 
"8 ſtudious to render ourſelves, as much as poflible, 

| worthy objects of his favourable regard. Thus 
it is in ſocial life among men, and ſimilar there- 

to it is with thoſe minds which are impreſſed ii 

a ſenſe of gratitude to the ſupreme Being. Phe 

conſideration of his goodneſs ſhould lead us to 

Wo it reflect on our own unworthineſs ; for, we ate 
5 indeed unworthy of the leaft of his mercies; and of 
1 his truth ; yet he has favoured us with the former 
and the latter rain, the upper and the nether 

ſprings ; with ſeed - time and with harveſt; tis 
Was | _ filled 


mas | — IS nn 


— hoart — 
tar in the multitude of his mercies, and ſay, but 
— ene _ to the chats 
dren of men? þ4 : {2 ſdo$52144 pin 

This is the —— of wn PRs heart; 
21 though it might be uttered only mentally, 
or not be expreſſed by any vocal ſound, yet the 
Searcher of hearts would accept that affect ion, 
or devotion of mind. He accepts the intention 
of the heart before it is brought forth, or mani - 
feſted by any external act, and we ſhall then have 
the moſt powerful motive to hope ſor the divine 
aid. Were our hearts thus impreſſed, we ſhould 
embrace every opportunity of inquiring how we 
ſhould commend ourſelves to his notice. how 
expreſs the gratitude we feel. We ſhould: be 
anduced to manifeſt it by a diſcharge, of- every 
religious and of every ſocial duty, by waiting 
upon and worſhipping. him, by offering to him 
the pure incenſe of thankſgiving and praiſe, eu- 
preſſing what we feel for the favours received, 
by nn in proportion to our reſpes- 
5 L tive 


1. Fae». 

tive nicaſures; to thoſe who ſtand in need of 6 

fiſtance; and, indeed, imprefiſed. with, the amgy 
tions of gratitude to Ood, it will de the thief 
pleaſure of our liues to go about, daing gd 
men. But of thoſe, Who ate def 
molt worthy , prigciple of gratitude, othes jon 
allure the affeQions, other motives than reſiiaĩ] | 
favourite fentual object, which,..at heſt, compared 
with the ſuperior good, is only an unſghBentia 
phantom, and purſued at the expencs...of, g 
thing that confers real dignity. on a rational be, 
ing, and renders him n W 
all che earth. K e 

Thus tha children of Ital. in — 
they loſt ſight of the providence of the Alwiglity, 
and of what he had done for them, became moe 
and more deprayed ; infomuch, that they joiged 
fame of the ſurrounding nations in the periqram 
ance of idolatrous. acts. They feemed to hays 
loſt the idea of the unity of God: they became 
deſtitute of a ſpirit of gratitude. The prophet, 
in the name ot the Lord, degrades them:baneath 
the condition of the molt contemptible cloſſe 
animals: Heer, O heavens, and grue car, Q 
L | = oy for 
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fob, the Lei beth aten: "the ox inov#tth bir vir, 
Abd the ut bis maſter's rrib; but! Hu doth ner 
dw, my people dith' not conſider. If thetæ aninjaly 

_ are not capable of rational reflection, yer they 
poſſeſs” ſomething that bears a feſemblance of 
gratirude; diftirigoiſhed by the appellatiom G 
inn. They, at leaſt, expreſs ſorne notice of 
thoſe on whom they depend for ſupport; tb v# 
bnoweth bir '6wntr, ond the ant bis maſter's ovib, 
This palſage ſets forth the great moral depravity 
of that people; vnd, in ſhort, the hiſtory, which 
the holy Scriptures furniſh us with reſpecting the 
children of Iſrael, conveys 3 charge of peruliat 
ignorance, obſtinacy, and ingratitude; The ox 
knoweth his owner, and the ars bis. maſter's cribs 
but Iraet ddth not know, my people doth no? configer. 
Ab, finful nation, a people laden with inrquity,' a reel 
of evil doers In another place, the prophet hath 
neun, that, in departing from what they ſtivul 
have been, in forfaking the God of their fathers; 
for want of a reverent attention to his ſtatutes; 
they loſt the ſpirit of devotion, and judgmentꝭ 
were inflifted on them by extraordinary. cauſes. 
They deprived rhernſelves of the felicity that is 
<< fuperios to all the gratifications of ſets 
Ls ſual 


i» 
Grad apt — hy ie bern committed to 


alatera ian er dee de eee 


 Cifterns, which can bold no water. Here agaimitheys 
are indiretly charged with ingratitude. Tou 


the figurative language of the holy Scripturee 


be read a table fer them in the wilakrnetiz c 


ducted them by a cloud: by day, and a piiler i 
by night, put them into poſſeſſion of viνπ 
which were nat theirs, and of olive yard mlicib ti 
lud nat planted, yet they were ungrateful hap 
ceaſed to offer unto God thankigiving'; that s 


ſay, the ſpecies of thankſgiving which is accept 


able to the ſupreme Being. They made, indeed} 


many prayers ; they ſpread forth their hands to 


ward the habitatian of his holineſs ; the\ſeiviees 


of the tabernacle were punctually performed 


but, with all-theſe, they poſleſſed not a ſpititoſ 
thankſgiving, but offered unto God a mere fora 


of words, ſentiments in which the heart toabli'nd 


part, which had not been dictated by a ſpirit o 


gratitude. They offered, therefore, theisderyfies 
of fools. Such is the weakneſs" of ourfinature; 
that we would perſuade ourſelves, were t poſſi⸗ 


ble, that the Almighty: _ the varHννjjj M 
411 ambition 


| 


tuo evil: 
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weakneſs: is to be attributed to him; whO is per- 
fſet-and ſelf . ſuſſicient. He can derive no addi- 
tional felicity from our thankſgiving : he can en- 
perienee no diminution from our withholding 
bim the praiſe which is due to his great and et» 
cellent name. Hie has inſtituted worſhip; and 
commanded thankſgiving, for our ſakes, to pro- 
mote our felicity, and not his-own.; Can we 
ſappoſe, that, approaching him with words com- 
poſed by way of prayer and thankſgiving, in 
which the heart is not intereſted, can be accept 
able to him? No: and therefore their new 
moons, the calling of their aſſemblies, and their 
many prayers, were not acceptable incenſe tothe 
Lord God of Sabaoth. They had cammitted 
they bad forſalen bim, the Fountain of 
hrving waters, and bad bewn unto themsebvues cite 
Therem is ſet forth the great loſs that people 
—— when they departed in heart from that 


Tn us reverent 


of; and, after a tedious chaſe, in the mochent 


How many inſtances have we ſeen of people; 46 


(8%) 
reverbht eee 
to the ſupreme Being while they werd papta x 
of dis favours and rhercies : the (great Wis de) 
ſuſtamed by forſaking the everlaſting Fm 
of felicity for the mere ſenſual plenſtifes Uf 
fe, which are not to be compared with*theipith 
ituul joys that reſult ſrom « ſtate df rea de 
tion and thankſgiving- <1, 9 164445] 85 30 "Via 

There is no ſource of demporaf Pafbe bet 
what may ſoon terminate. Diſuppofmimiant 
awaits us in every ſtate. Pains, aii M 
caſes, may ſoon render us capable of tangy 
thoſe pleaſures we have long been in the purſult 


when we bleſs ourſelves with the expeQation'ef 
fruition, re graſp the phantom, and find italy 


toxicated with a ſpirit of ambition and avarieq? 
who ſuppoſed that the accumulation af wean 
would render them perfeMly happy; 'who have 
propoſed to themſelves a future period; when! 
they ſhould fit down at the end of their labour# 
in peace; and have gone on; from ome ſtage of 
= to another, led as it were by an i uỹ 
— the enchanted cirele! Dip 
pointment 


milery 
with appetites which cannot be graticdl. 
„Having attempted to theiw.the/ impartanice of 


from the contrary principle, I will now attempt. 
at lraſt, to point out one cauſe why. we feel ſo 
little of this virtuous affect ion i that is; Ambi- 
tion, the grand enemy of man's felicity- On the 
wings of imagination, in an extravagant antici- 
paticn of the future, man deprives himſelſ of the 
enjqy ment. which virtue would yield him in the 
preſent hour. He labours for uery vanity; and 
diiguieti lima, in vain. Perhaps we ſhall find 
the very ſeeds of ambition ſown, as it were, and 
interwoven, with our very nature and conftizy-- 
tion. There is ſome fpecies of ambition that 
takes place in the loweſt as well as in the higheſt 
ranks of ſociety. In our- preſent circum 


ſtanees, 
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 meceſſarics of-life; (which is the lot ef hut 
tem comparatively ipeaking : and, of this:fow, 
the cuil has been brought upon themepringipatly 
by their oun imprudence and intemperancajiye 
ſhould be content. A few, indeed] havelben 
ſubjected to want the neceſſaries of. life b um- 
voidable events : theſe hre worthy--objefts/inf 
charity, and will not be negleRed-by.itha who 
can feel for another's woe. But, indetd, ſachs 
the want of ſympathy, that ſome people ſaldum 
ſee an affliction without their on doors. They 
live for themſelves only, and ſeem as if ub 
were as deſtitute of the love of their neighhaur 
as they are of gratitude to God. But, witheef- 
pect to this paſſion of ambition, againſt hiab 
would in a peculiar manner endeavour to guad 
N f with your growth, and ſtrengthen with«your 


Mo ſtrength. Guard againſt the errors of libertiniſm, 
0; | the errors of the ſpendthrift, and the errors of 
mw | the miſer, that you may early. poſſeſs the emo- 

/ tions of gratitude to the Author of your being. 


It 1t be-your lot to abound 1n this world's goods, 


receive the ſuperabundant favours with gratitude, 
—_ 


above us, and not to the Moſt High. We look 
among our neighbours, who have acquired a dit- 
te mote than we have acquired, and are led as 
it were imperceptibly towards a ſtate we ean ne- 
ver attain} I have never known, in the courſe 
of my obſervation, a perſon, ho was not con- 
tented in a lo ſtate of life, that was ever happier 
in a higher; but 1 have known fome who have 
deen happy in a low ſtation, and, hen they have 
eaten their morſel in quietneſs, have offered unto 
God thankſgiving and praiſe. Happineſs is 
tendered to all. Be but grateful, and thou ſhalt 
be happy; for, gratitude will inſpire us with 
this ſentiment, Having . and raiment, be tbere- 
with content. 

I˖ make theſe ana on the ſubjeR with 
out premeditation ; and, indeed, the want of or- 
der 1n my delivery of them will be a ſufficient 
proof of it. I recommend them to your ferious 
- conſideration, and wiſh your hearts may be ſuit- 


* impreſſed with the ſubject. And, though | 
M ankigiring 


4 ( 9 ) | 
thankſgiving ſhould-be our generab thenkablmbit 
out hearts ſhould be particularly impreiied with 
it particular times. We ought to lou, 
with peculiar thankſgiving : to the thb of 
grace in the moment of fruition. We have an 
jothed no peculiar mode, or form, of prayer or 
thankſgiving. We have no ceremony byrway 
of grace before and after meat; but, a wvaiſpenk; 
ing with theſe forms, we-do not diſfienſeweivh thy 
thing itſelf intended by them. We ouglet un be 
impreſſed with filial piety towards our Ailnjghty 
Father, We ought to make n ſolemn-pdule prev 
vious to our par taking of the divine bounty, and 
to poſſeſs ſuch a ſpirit of devotion, that we-may 
Her, at leaſt mentally, unto God a 
praise. 

And, at the cloſe of the day, though we dave 
no form of evening or morning prayer, yet I 
would attempt to impreſs the minds of youth 
eſpecially, that, before they cloſe their eyes to 
fleep, they ſhould review the tranſactions of the 
paſt day, and fee what there is to approve, what 
to condemn, — to contemplate the mercy and 
the goodneſs extended to them, that they may 
er unto God thanksgiving for his mercies, and 
commend 


( i ) | 
commend themſelves to his protection. Again, 
in the morning, we ought alſo to offer up thankſ- 
we ſhall not be entangled with the things of this 
life, which enſnare, but ſhall conſider ourſelves 
as ſtrangers and pilgrims on earth, anticipating a 
better country, a better inheritance, where, with 
ſaints and angels, and the ſpirits of juſt men made 
perfect, in a humble contemplation of the divine 
attributes, and of the diſpenſations of his provi- 
dence, and favoured with the renewed impreſſion 
approach him in the multitude. of his mercies, 
and offer unto him thankigiving and praise 


DISCOURSE 


to) 


+ he i571 ve tn 
erf ien tet 


* #/ 0G WF We iiber toned 

\ Widow, ws 
DISCOURSE 
TH 9 $390070 

n 55 tz rn 
| + # 13843 ' 


Ng 10 


RIS E, 2 nd go ac for this is not thy rt 
We are abundantly inſtructed in the h 
ſcriptures reſpecling the ſhortneſs of human life, 
the brevity af all terreſtrial pleaſures, and the 
vanity of all human purſuits, compared with the 
ſatisfaction which is found in a courſe of virtue, 
and the glorious hope with which it inſpires its 
humble votaries of ultimately poſſeſſing an inbe- 
ritance which is incorruptible, and fadeth not away. 
It is the worthy purpoſe, or end, of real reli- 
gion, to ennoble our nature, to raiſe our 
thoughts and contemplations from carnal to ſpi- 
ritual, from terreſtrial to celeſtial, objects. S 
your affeions, ſays the apoſtle, on things above, not 
on things on the earth, If our affections be ſolely 
| * 


* 


(99) 
placed on things which are beneath, or on the 


pleaſures derived to us from an intercourſe with 
be — and uncertain. = 
we bau no continuing city: every thing of a ter- 
reſtrial nature is mutable. There is not any 
ſtate or circumſtance of life, however pleaſing, 
that we can have any ſecurity will continue long. 
A tranſition, from a ſtate of opulence to a ſtate 


of poverty, our on obſervations have inſtructed - 


us, has ſametimes heen made very quick. We 
cannot either foreſee or prevent thoſe occurrences 
which may be productive in future of proſperity 


or adverſity, of pleaſure or pain. The faſhion of _ 


this world, ſaith the apoſtle, paſſeth away, and we 
are indeed paſſing with it, Short is the ſpan of 
human life: ſhort the path we have to tread from 
the cradle to the grave, the houſe appointed for 
the reception of all living; for, duſt thou art, and 
to duſt thou ſhalt return, _ Seeing, therefore, we 
vave no continuing city, let us form the wiſe reſo- 
lution of ſeeking one that is to come; 4 city 
which bath foundations, whose builder and maker is 


God. I have underſtood by this paſſage of ſcrip-. 
ture, which is figurative, that we are called upon, 


as 
* 


* 


( we ) 


as rational creatures, by the veies uf diving 
dom, feeing-all the pleaſures; or fatizfagion, 
which ariſe from an intercourſe with ſenGble'obs 
jets, muſt terminate, to-endeavour;:by tho belt 
uſe or application of thoſe powers, which Heaven 
| has endued us with, to ſeek that fpecies of-haps 
pineſs which will be permanent, and1» adapt 
to the nature of a rational and an immortal ſpirit 
This is the comment which I have made un this 
paſſage of holy writ: and I do moſt fervently 
wiſh that our minds may be diſpoſed at this ſesa 
fon ſeriouſly to reſſect on the comparative folly 
of all ſenſual indulgences, and on the vanity of 
human purſuits ; and be animated to ſetł the 
ſuperior good, a habitation in the city of ib ai 
;jolemnities, a city that hath foundation. Loos 
ſaith the text, upon Zion, the city of our olłmuiſiei 
and thine eyes ſhall ace Jerusalem a quiet habitation 
not one of its flakes ſhall ever be removed,” nor any of 
its cords be broken : there the glorioys Lord is to 
its inhabitants as @ place of broad rivers a 
fireams, He is the ſource whence their happi- 
nefs is derived; and, as he is immortal, the hap- 
pineſs, derived from an intercourſe or eommun- 


ion with him will conſequently be permanent. 
— 


of- this! import, Bleſſed is he he keepethy the 
commandments of God: he ſhallhave acceſs to the 
tree of life, which ſtands in the midſt of the Pa · 


into the city, and become a fellow-citizen with 


the ſaints; and of the houſehold of God. Here 
r learn, that, if we would poſſeſs a habitation 
in this city, we tuſt ſeek it by walking in the 
commandments. Again, / eben wilt enter into 
life. krep the commandments: There is no othet 
way to become an inhabitant of this city than 
by obedience to the ſacred commandments of 
Heaven, which are of univerſal obligation. Let 
us not. therefore, expect to climb up any other 
way, or to attain a ſtate of felicity hereafter, by 
any other mode than obedience from the heart to 
the manifeſtations of the divine will ; and, with 
reſpect to the commandments of God, we are 


certained ; at leaſt, by individuals for themſelves : 
a manifeſtation of the Spirit is given to every man 
to profit withal, It is called light, becauſe it hath 

I} = 


alſo inſtructed by what means they are to be aſ- 
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t — Trilluminates the underſtandings of mankimd;/by 
inſtructing them in matters of che greateſt: im. 
portance, matters which reſpeQ-their final: ac 
ceptance with 10 of _ whole earth at 


the laſt day. eee? 

But, a nes een ne ; 
of the Bpirit i given to every man to profit "withal, 
yet there are, comparatively ſpeaking, but-few 


who attend to its diftates, and purfue'that courſe 


of virtue which the light of the goſpel of Jeſas 
evidently points out. It is with many ag it 
with the multitude when our Lord was peridnally 
on earth. Light, ſays he, is come into the worli, 
but men love darkness rather than light. He came, 


a divine meſſenger of heaven, to propoſe the terms 


of reconciliation to fallen creatures. He came 
to enlighten their underſtandings, to correct the 
depravity of their hearts, to purify them, and to 
make them meet for an inberitance which is incur- 
ruptible, and fadeth not away. He came to reveal 
to them the way which leads to this glorious 
city; but they turned a deaf ear to the inſtruc · 


tions of wiſdom; they would not attend to his 


counſel, nor be admoniſhed by his reproofs. 
; Light 


. 
| 
. 
N 
T 


n 


rather than light,” They hate the light; neither come 


to the hight, left their deeds ſhould be reproved. & 

Perhaps, if we review our lives; if we look 
into the book of conſcience, we ſhall find ſome - 
thing recorded there which bears a reſemblance, 


more or leſs, to the circumſtance of thoſe people 


in the days of our Lord's perſonal appearance on 


earth, There is not a being, arrived to years 
capable of ſerious reflection, who hath not had 


fome ſecret convictions for doing wrong; who 


- hath not had ſome compunction of conſcience 


for having tranſgreſſed the laws and ſtatutes of 


Heaven. But, as the pointing of the ſacred finger 


leads to things contrary to the wiſh of the ſen- 
ſual heart, immerſed in pleaſures derived from 


- terreſtrial purſuits, we are not diſpoſed to attend 


to the inſtruction of the ſacred monitor, We 


are rather diſpoſed to be flattered in our vices, 


to be ſoothed in our fins, than to have them cor- 
rected, and to be led into the juſt man's path, 
which 15 as the ſhining light, that ſhineth more and 

more unto the perfe& day. 
There is a circumſtance on record concerning 
an ancient king, which may ſerve, perhaps, to 
| N illuſtrate 
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Hluſtrate-the doctrine which I have in view to 
aſſert, e was about to lead out his army to 
battle, and was doubtful of the event of his in- 
tended enterprize. e was deſirous, if poſſible, 
to know what ſhould be the deciſion of the day; 
and, for that purpoſe, he intended to conſult 
ſome ſeer; but he meant ſome perſon who 
ſhould be capable of flattering his vanity and 
wiſhes. A prophet of the Lord was propoſed 
to him—one who had never acted the part of 
a ſycophant, but had ſpoken 'the word of the 
Lord faithfully :—but he was not diſpoſed to 
conſult this prophet. That, indeed, which 
would have recommended him to every judicious 
_ perſon, was the cauſe of his refuſing to confult 
him. He knew he would not attempt to ſooth 
his vanity, prophecy ſmooth things, or ſpeak de- 


ceit: therefore he determined not to conſult him. 


I hate bim, for he doth not propbecy good concerning 
me, but evil, And thus, with reſpe& to the di- 
vine monitor, the manifeſtation of the grace of 
God in the human heart, which bears a faithful 
teſtimony to our conſciences ; we are not diſpoſ- 
ed to attend to its dictates, but we call upon our 
_ paſſions to ſooth us, to flatter us, and to concur 
with 


( 99 ) 
with our vain hopes, and, by this means, have 


neglected things which are of the greateſt impor» 


tance. We are rather deſirous that we may be 
indulged in the purſuit of lying vanities,” than to 
have our eyes effectually opened to ſee our own 
nakedneſs, the depravity of our hearts, and the 
way which leads to Zion, I hate bim; for he 
doth not speak good concerning me, but evil. Thus 
mankind hate the reproofs of the divine light in 
their own conſciences, becauſe it teſtifies againſt 
their darling paſſions, and thwarts them in their 
pleaſing purſuits ; intercepts their long-indulged 
proſpects, and points out to them a read, the 
purſuit of which would afford them no pleaſure 
though it leads to Zion. Their thoughts are 
engroſſed by inferior objects; they have no taſte, 
or rehſh, for things which are of a ſpiritual na- 
ture, but would, if it were poſſible, take up their 
reſt in tranſient gratifications, and not be ſolicit» 


ous with reſpe& to the concluſion of the ſcene, 


or what ſhall be their circumſtance, or ſtate, in 


the world, or life, which is to come. 
They bate the light ; Why ſo? Becauſe it man- 


ifeſts their deeds of darkneſs. They do not like 


to take a view of their own hearts. Such is the 
| N 2 depravity 
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an everlaſting habitation in the new braven und the 


things; who have ſeen that they are not adapted 


depravity thereof, that a view of it is indeed hu | 
miliating to the pride of human nature - They 


had rather draw a veil over their ſins than ſer 
them in their proper colours, as they really ure; 
or purſue ſach meaſures of conduct as would en- 


noble their nature, rectify their judgment, and 


open to them proſpects far more inviting than 
what this world can afford, even the proſpect of 


new earth, wherein righteousness dell. 

But, though I am led to ſpeak after this man- 
ner, I have no doubt that there are many in this 
audience who have weighed: the worth of vanity, 
and eſtimated the inſignificancy of all terreſtrial 


to ſatiate the thirſt of an immortal ſpirit. They 


have contemplated, and have gathered from their 


own obſervatians, that every thing is mutable 
that the finger of Omnipotence hath written on 
the face of univerſal nature, They ſhall periſh. 
They have gathered, I ſay, from their own obſer» 
vations, that every thing, included in this ſyſtem, 
is mutable; and that, in a ſhort time, a period 
will be put to their exiſtence on earth, when their 


'* connexion with all ſublunary objects will be diſ- 


ſol ved 


( 104. ) 
ſolved» for: ever; Under ſuch a proſpect of the 
uncertainty of terreſtrial pleaſures, then: have 
been animated to eb a city whiah hath foundations; 
or, in other words, have been excited, by the 
pureſt motives, to purſue thoſe means which will 
introduce that happineſs into the ſoul which is 
not dependent on any elementary or ſecondary 
cauſes, but on an union of ſoul with the Author 
of its being; and have choſen, if it ſhould be 
their lot in the courſe of the providenee of divine 
wiſdom, to fer rather affiition with the people of 
God, than to enjoy the pleatures of fin, which are but 
for @ season. I ſalute theſe with the ſalvation of 
the love of the goſpel of Chriſt. Theſe are seeb- 
ing a city which hath foundations, whose builder and 
maker is God; and their hope will not be as the 
bope of the bypocrite, which will periſh, but a hope 
that will terminate in an everlaſting fruition of 
Joys, which eye hath not seen, nor hath ear beard, 
nor bath it entered into the heart of man to concei ve. 
Bleſſed are they who keep the commandments of God : 
they will bave access to the tree of life, which lands 
in the midſt of the Paradise of God, and ſhall enter 
in throagh the gates into the city, become fellow- 
catizens with the saints, and of the houschold of God. 
| For 
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corruption, they ſhall enjoy the glorious liberty 
of the ſons of God; they ſhall enter into the 
city of the faints ſolemnities, the inhabitants 
whereof ſhall never complain that they are ſick. 
Indeed, it affords the moſt enhvening-fpecies of 
hape, to them that ſeek. this city; that, when the 
cloũds ſhall gather blackneſs; darkneſs, and tem- 
peſt. —when the proſpect of the future ſhall be 
exceedingly gloomy.— they can penetrate this 
gloom, and anticipate an everlaſting habitation 
in purer ſkies, in the new heaven and in the new 
earth, wheretn righteousness dwells, I wiſh, friends, 
we may be effectually animated by the conſidera- 
tion of theſe things: that, ſeeing every thing is 
uncertain, and that we may be deprived of the 
choiceſt of terreſtrial bleſſings in an unexpected 
hour, let us Seek à city that hath foundations, ant 
lay up for ourselves a good Peng on OY tbe 
time which is to come. 

It is, indeed, to be acknowledged, with reve- 
rent-gratitude and praiſe, that many are the bleſf- 
ings we have received in the courſe of God's 
providence ; and we ought to receive them in a 
humble, becoming manner—in a manner be- 
coming 
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coming dependent beings, who have nothing 
which they have not received, and to uſe, or ap- 
ply, them to the purpoſe for which they were 
given. But we are not to reſt ſatisfied in thoſe 
enjoyments which are to be derived merely from 
an iatercourſe with terreſtrial objects. Arise, 
and go bence; this is not thy reſt ! But tbere it 4 
reft prepared for the peiple of God; and that reſt is 
to be attained by a reverent attention to his com- 
mandments. This is the conſtant doctrine of 
the holy Scriptures, both in the old and in the 
new Teſtament :: let us, therefore, ſtudy the will 
of Heaven reſpecling us; and let it be our con- 
ſtant concern to recommend ourſelves to the 
Author of our being, by manifeſting the love 
we feel or poſleſs for him, in a reverent attention 
to his ſtatutes and his commandments. Were 
our hearts thus diſpoſed heaven-ward to ſeek the 
ſuperior good, we ſhould be able to join with the 
royal Pſalmiſt in ſaying, My soul thirfketh for 
God, for the living God! Again, As the heart pant- 
eth after the water brooks, 40 panteth my soul after 
thee, O God! A contemplation of the divine law, 
to thoſe who love it, would open a ſource of the 
moſt exalted pleaſure, and they would indeed ſay 
with 


( 14. ) 
with the Pſalmiſt, Thy Ratutes are my songs in the 
house of my pilgrimage. - Now I underſtand, by 
songs in the text, that they were the chief, or 
principal, objects of his affeftions ; that they 
were inſcribed on the tablet of his heart, as well 
as written on the poſts of his doors. They were 
the ſubjects of his meditation when he lay down 


and when he roſe up. 


May it pleaſe the Author of all good fo to in- 
ſpire our hearts with a noble contempt of all ſen- 
ſual indulgences, as that we may purſue thoſe 
things which are moſt excellent ;. and, ſeeing the 
inſufficiency of all terreſtrial ſcenes to communi- 
cate to us permanent felicity, we may ſet our af- 
fections on things which are above, and, by a 
courſe of practical virtue and obedience, lay up 
for ourſelves treaſure in heaven, where the moth 
nor ruſt cannot corrupt, nor thieves break thro', 
and ſteal, Then ſhall we ultimately attain that 
reſt which is prepared for the people of God, in 
which there is fulneſs of joy! 
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HERE is a paſſage of holy writ which 

hath engaged my ſerious meditation. Vou 
will find it, on ſacred record, in words to this 
purport: * 

Tf thine oton heart condemn thee not, then 521 thou 
confidence towards God; by which I have under- 
ſtood, thou haſt confidence, and a humble expec- 
tation of the'divine bleſſing, and that thou ſhalt 
be accepted of the Judge of the · whole earth in 
the day of judgment, the day of final deciſion. 

The apoſtle alſo ſays, But, if thine cn beart 
condemn thee, remember that God is greater, and 
knoweth all things; by which I have underſtood, 
that, 1f we ſtand condemned at the tribunal of 
our own hearts, we ſhall not be approved of him, 

oz who 
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who looketkt not as man looketh, It looketh at 
the heart. , 7 2 

I conceive, co that this — Hi 
be admitted without ſome exception; for, it is 
poſſible that ſome. people may have digreſſed fo 
widely from the paths of truth and virtue, and 
funk ſo deeply into the loweſt ſpecies of ſenſual. 
ity, as to have their underſtandings clouded,.and 
perceive not the propriety and the excellency of 
virtue. Their conſciences are become scared as; 
with a bot iron. Reiterated tranſgreſſion of the 
divine law renders the heart, as it were, in ſome 
degree, callous, and it loſes that delicate moral 
ſenſibility diſtinguiſned by the appellation of 
conſcience. On the other hand, ſome pious, 
well-difpofed people, afflicted perhaps by ſome 
fpecies of natural diſeaſe, have let in, and che- 
riſhed, groundleſs fears and apprehenfions, have 
thought themſelves ſo morally depraved and pol- 
hated, that, though ſome of them ſeem to be the 
beſt of mankind, we may have obſerved them to 
have been brought to the confines of the horri- 
ble pit of deſpair. Theſe may, I think, be con- 


ſidered as exceptions to this general rule of the 


apottle, «> 
Now 
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No T-conceive the apoſtle intended to this 
purport ; that, whoever: wiſhes to receive the 
beſt information reſpecting the duties which he 
ewes to his Maker and to his fellow- creatures, 
and purſues thoſe means of inſtruction which he 
apprehends will be the moſt conducive to obtain 
it, and who conforms his life, his manners, and 
his © converſation, agreeably to that knowledge 
which he has received, as he will not be con- 
demned of his own heart, but have the teftimo- 
ny of a conscience void of offence towards God and 
toward man, ſo he will be approved of his Mak- 
er, and approved of the wiſe, the diſeerning, and 
the good, of all ranks and denominations of 
men. On the contrary, the man who wilfully 
acts againſt the ſober dictates of his judgment, 
will of courſe (unleſs he becomes indeed a repro- 
bate) feel the teſtimony of his own conſcience 
againſt him. Perhaps this moral ſenfibility may 
not always attend him. In his convivial hours, 
hours that are ſet apart for the gratification of 
merely ſenſual appetites, —hours that are paſſed 
in unholy delights, in rioting and drunkenness, in 
chambering and wentonness, he may not be ſuf: 
ceptible of the impreſſions of conſcience ; yet, itt 
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the moments of his receſs, when he retires from 
the pleaſing and deluſive ſcenes of vanity, in the 
moments of cool refleftion; he will feel the teſti- 
mony of his own conſcience, which may prompt 
him to act in a manner ſimilar to that of our 


great primogenitor, who, in the ealm evening of 
the day, remembered the tranſgreſſion of the 
morn, felt the reproaches of his on conſcience, 
and attempted to hide himſelf from the all- pen- 
etrating eye of the Lord of the univerſe. Adam, 
where art thou? He hid himſelf among the trees 
of the garden; and thus it is with us, or has 
been, more or leſs, with us all. We. firſt tranſ- 
greſſed, and then ſought to hide our tranigreſ- 
ſion; for, it is my firm opinion, that, if man- 
kind were as heartily concerned to reform their 
evil practices as they are to conceal them, the 
work of reformation would ſoon be more ſtrik- 
ing and apparent amongſt the ſeveral ranks and 
claſſes of mankind, 'p 
Whoever has the 13 of his . 

againſt him will have no ſolid foundation of 

hope, or expectation of being approved of him 
whole laws he has On; hole ſtatutes 
he has violated. PP 
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„ein my friends, we ofight be all faitably | : 5 
1eopreſe' with the importance- of thir-ſobjeR. 1 
Ie is of all others the moſt intereſting to us,. [2 "i 


"good comcien err. erg 
But it is exceedingly to be regretted that this 
ſpecies of good, this ſpecies of riches, is too ſel- 
dom the object of our purfuit. - In this world, 
we are as u gueſt that tarrieth but for half an 
hour. In a ſhort time, thoſe who poſſeſs goodly 
inheritances muſt leave them to their children 
or heirs. Generation ſucceeds to generation 
very quickly. Were we, therefore, to poſleſs all 
the riches of this world; were we to be made 
proprietors of the world itſelf, under the antici- 
pation of that ſolemn period when we ſhall be 
about to quit this terreſtrial ſpkere, what is it 
that a man would not give in excbange for bis 
s0ul What is it he would nat part with, were it 
in the power of his diſpoſal, for the teſtimony ot 
a good conscience, to give him a humble confidence 
towards God, that the future ſtate he is juſt en- 
tering upon ſhall be within the conſines of the 
general aſſembly of the juſt and purified ſpirits, 
who, in the fruition of eternal joy; receive the 
end ef their faith, even the salvation of their souls ! 


I 
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I beſeech you, my friends, in the love of the 
goſpeb of Chriſt, that ye wall wisely; that ye be 
circumsped ; that ye ſtudy, in the firſt place, youy 
reſpective duties; that you be prompted by the 
pureſt and worthieſt motives to act agreeably 
with the information you have received, that fo 
you may poſſeſs this ineſtimable bleſſing, a goa 
conscience, or à conscience void of offence” both ro- 
wards God and towards man. 
This is that ſpecies of treaſure which we are” 
exhorted to /ay up for ourtelves in beaven, in bays 
that war not old, where the moth and the ruft can- 
not corrupt, nor thieves break: through and feal. 
This is the ſpecies of riches, and the only ſpecies 
of riches, which the craft and violence of others” 
cannot wreſt from us; for, it is ſecured beyond” 
the power of plunder: it is ſecured in a man's 
own heart, over which his neighbour can have 
no controul. But, whatever elſe he poſſeſſes, he 
may, in the courle of divine providence, be ſtrip- 
ped of. He may loſe. his fair inheritance ; it 
may be tranſlated to the hands. of others by 
events which human witdom could not foreſee; © 
nor human prudence prevent. He may be 
tripped of all his property, and be brought to 
penury 
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penury and want; but the teſtimony of a good 
conicience cannot be taken from a man: it muſt 
be given away. —it muſt be voluntarily parted 
with, by a tranlgreſſion of thoſe dictates which 
may be called the law of conſcience. Therefore 
let us. lay up for ourſelves à good foundation 
againſt the time to come. 

But I am aware of an objection winds. per- 
haps, may be made. It is this: the excellency 
of a good conſcience is univerſally admitted ; but 
where is the man who poſſeſſes this ineſtimable 
treaſure? Where is the man who can lay his 
hand upon his heart, and ſay, that it condemns bim 
not & Upon a review of the actions of his life, 
and the influencing motives of his conduct, 
where is the man who can lay his hand upon 
his heart, and pronounce himſelf immaculate ? 

Il believe there is not ſuch a man exiſting; 
that is to ſay, a man that doth not fin, or hath 
not aforetime ſinned ; for, all bave finued, and 
fallen ſhort of the glory of God, and of courſe have 
forfeited thoſe glorious privileges which were 
poſleſſed by our primogenitors in their paradiſi- 
cal ſtate, before they tranſgrefled the divine lay. 
We have ſinned, and fallen ſhort of the glory of 
wit God 
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God; but we are abundantly inſtructed, both in 
the old and new Teſtament,” that the Author of 
our being willeth not the death of the finner,—that 
he willeth not the deſtruction of creatures which 
he hath formed capable of eternal life.” He is 
not diſpoſed, at all events, to conſign them to 
the realms of irremediable woe and miſery, but 
has manifeſted himſelf towards his creatures in 
the charaQer not only of a juſt, but alſo of a 
merciful and gracious, being; a being who com- 
paſſionates the infirmities, the weakneſles; and 
wanderings, of his creatures, and who hath pro- 
vided a means for the redemption of mankind 
from ſin, and, of courſe, from miſery :—that 
means is Jeſus Chriſt, the mediator of the new 
covenant, the high-prieſt of the Chriſtian dif- 
penſation, conſtituted, not after the law of a 
carnal commandment, but after the power of an 
endleſs life, who remaineth a prieſt forever. J. 
fs a faithful 5aving, and it is worthy of all accepta- 
tion, that Jesus Chriſt came into the world to save 
finners; not to ſave them in their fins, but to 
ſave them from their ſins, to cleanſe them from 
_ a} unrighteouſneſs, to reſtore unto his creatures 
the glorious liberty of the ſons of God, and, of 

conſequence, 
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conſequence, a good conſcience: M berefore, ſays | 


the apoſtle, we truſt we bave 4 good conscience. 

This is the great and glorious purpole of the 
manifeſtation of the Son of God, that, notwith- 
ſtanding we have ſinned, and fallen ſhort of his 


glory; that we all, as ſheep, have gone aſtray 


from the ſheepfold, and have wandered in the 
wilderneſs of this world, yet, if we confess our ins, 
God is faithful and juſt to forgive us our sins, and 
to cleante us from all unrighteousness ; by which 1 
underſtand, that the office of the mediator is not 
only to be the means of the remiſſion of fins that 
are paſt, through the forbearance of God, but 
that his office alſo is to cleanſe and ſanctity the 
penitent ſoul, — to cleanse it from all unrighteous- 
ness, and, of courſe, it will have a good conſcience, 
and have confidence towards God. Now theſe 
are general propoſitions, to which we all accede. 
offers of mercy are held out to us through Jeſus 
Chriſt our Lord, and our conſciences will moſt 
certainly condemn us, unleſs we attempt to apply 
thoſe offers, to apply thoſe healing qualities, 
unto ourſelves. The teſtimony of our conſcien- 
ces will ſtand againſt us if we negleQ this great 
ſalvation, which is offered to us through Jeſbs 
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Chriſt our: Lord. I beſeech you, -therefoe/rby 
the mercies of God," (than which there is no- 
thing, perhaps, more likely to influence the ſen- 
fible and judicious part of mankind, who'opert 
their eyes, and view the vaſt extent of the divine 
empire—who contemplate the phenomena of 
nature, and the ſeveral means that the Author 
of nature has taken for the confervation of all 
the ſpecies of his creatures, 7 beseech you, theres 
fore, brethren, by the mercies of God, ) that you pros 
gent your bodies a living sacrifice, boiy and acetptan 
b.e to God, which is our reasonable service. But 
there is no ſacrifice that can be offered upon the 
altar of God, there is no prayer whatever which 
claims the notice of the Lord God of Sabaoth, 
which is not the offspring of a humble, of a de- 
voted, heart, ſenſible of its weakneſs, ſenſible of 
its unworthineſs, and of a purity of intention to” 
apply thoſe means for its redemption, and to 
purſue thoſe methods, for the future, which ſhall 
receive the teſtimony of conſcience, and the re- 
compence of the juſt at the laſt day. Has 
Let it, then, be the firſt object of our atten- 
tion to ſeek a good conſcience. Let us think 
every thing elſe but as drois and as dung. Every 
1 acquiſitioll 
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2cquifition we may make within the compaſs af 
the creation, bears no proportion to the bleſſing 
of a good conſcience ; far, poſſeſſing this, a man 
hag peace at home, Whatever tumults may 
arile, Whatever winds may blow, whatever afflic- 
tions may ſurround him, theſe will but play 
wund his head; they cannot reach his heart; 
for, | the good man ſhall be Satisfied from bimtell. 
Ne will have a fource of ſatisfadion in himſelf, 
which will di{hpate every gloom, —a ſatisfaction 
the ſenſual are ſtrangers to. He will look be- 
yond the confines of time, and expect a habita- 
tion in the new beavens and the new earth, wherein 
| #igbteeusness dwells, Though men ſhould louk 
upon his life to be without uſe, and his end with- 
out honour, yet he will be approved of God, 
and the lot of bis inheritance will be with the 
faints. But, if a man does not pollcfs the teſti- 
mony of his own conſcience, he cannot be happy 
in any circumſtance of life. Wherever he goes, 
his conſcience will attend him; and, even in the 
h uſe of banqueting, he will ſometimes as it 
were, fee a hand- writing on the wall, Thou art 
weighed in the balance, and found wanting, If he 
2 to the greateſt honour and preferment, ſtill 
5 & P 2 he 
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he wilt be like Cain; and, having abide 
ſcience, may be doomed to compaſs the earth 
without being able to make a happy ſettlement 
in any part of it. He has no peace'in himſelf ; 
he is ſeeking for that without, which muſt be 
found (if ever it be found) within, him; for, if 
a man be completely ſatisfied, it muſt be from 
himſelf : (it muſt not, however, be conſidered as 
the effect of his moral conduct, apart from Jefus 
Chriſt; it muſt proceed from that pure ſtate 
which is ter med, in the ſacred writings, rigene- 
ration.) His affections muſt be tranſlated from 
creaturely objects to the Creator. They mult be 
ſet, not on things beneath, but on things' which 
are above, and then it will become the object of 
his purſuit, to lay up treaſure in heaven; and, 
where the treaſure is, there will the heart be alſo. 
But, let it not be imagined, that that is pecu- 
liar to an inhabitant above the ſtars. Let it 
not be imagined, that he muſt aſcend to the 
heights above, to feel the joys of the communi- 
ty or ſociety of purified ſpirits; for, the juſt up- 
on earth, and the glorified in heaven, participate 
of the ſame eternal Fountain of mercy, goodneſs 
and truth : they are zepleniſhed at the ſame im- 
mortal 
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mortal Fountain of merey and goodneſs 3 | 


Fountain, that can never be drawn dry, —a 
Fountain, at which the righteous of all denomi- 
nations have drank. - They have been refreſhed 
with thoſe ſtreams which interſect this vale of 
tears; and, as they have paſſed along, they have 
experienced a growth in grace, and in the ſaving 
knowledge of the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, They 


have enjoyed a foretafte of that ſpecies of felici- 


ty, which eye hath not seen, ear hath not beard, nor 
-hath it entered into the heart of man, unregenerate 
man, to conceive, This is written for all that 
ſhall be joined to the ſociety of the juſt ; not to 
any tribe or nation in particular, but to people 
of all names and tongues that fear God, and work 


righteousness, whoſe hearts condemn them not, 


who poſſeſs the teſtimony of a good conſcience. 
We are told, that the kingdom of heaven is 
within us.; and our Lord, forewarning his diſci- 


ples concerning the deceivers of the enſuing 


times, who ſhould ſay, Lo, here is Chriſt, and lo, 
there is Chriftl! cautions them, ſaying, go not 
forth after them: the kingdom of heaven, ſays 
he, is within you. And, in another place, it is 
defined to be righteouſneſs, peace, and joy in the 

| Holy 
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Holy Gheſt. Then, wherever there is the-beaus 
ty of righteouſnels, wherever there is that maral 


rectitude which is conſonant to the law f God; 
there is the kingdom of heaven, there is the 
temple of the Holy Ghoſt; and, thus ſan@ificd 
in the name of. the Moſt High, the veſſel bears 
the inſcription of Halzngss to the Lord 1. The kings: 
dom / beaven ig within-you. Let us be concern - 
ed to experience that rectitude of heart, tbat 
converſion of ſoul, which will qualify, us ta en- 
joy the incomes of the Holy Spirit, that will 
quality us to have cmmunion with the Father, 
ad with bis. Son Jeus Chrif. 1100 
1 cammend theſe oblervatians to your ſeriqus: 
conſideration, beſeeching you, my friends, let it 
be the fiiſt object of your ſtudy to attain and 
keep a good conſcience. If we are conſcious of. 
having ſinned, let us implore the interpoſition; 
of the divine mercy ; let us be proſtrate at the 
fooiſtool of the throne of divine grace; let us 
attempt to feel thole affe ctions, thoſe penitential: - 
affe ions, that will prompt us to enter into tha 
temple of the Moſt High, in a diſpoſition of 
mind ſuitable to the occaſion, and ſimilar ta that 
of the poor publican. We have nothing that 


we 
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we en boaſt” of. Indeed; the moſt exalted 4. 
mont men have nothing to boaſt of In the ſight 
of God. After we have diſeharged our obliga- 
tions, we tre unpr ofirable ter uantt. We are un- 
profitable to him, and have nothing to chaim 
upon the ſrore of merit, becauſe we have an 
nothing but what was our duty. 

Let us, - impreſſed, therefore, with theſe mo- 
tives, [ay ad every weight, and the fin which doth 
«0 eafily betet us, and run with patiente the race that 
is wer before us. Let it be the juſt man's path, to 
which the eye of our mind may be allured, and 
our feet be turned, which is as 4 ſhining ligbi, 
that ſhineth more and mere unto the ferſet day. 
That, as we paſs along, and as we grow in years, 
we may grow in grace, we may grow in favour 
with the common Father of us all: that, when 
our natural ſun may be on the decline, and near- 
ly ſet, whether we are in the meridian, or even- 
ing of old age, we may have a proſpect of immor- 
tality ; and, having our ſun ſet in an unclouded 
horizon, it may be to us the glorious preſage of 
an eternal fair day. 

I commend us to God, and to a humble atten- 
tion to the manifeſtation of that Spirit which be 
we bath 
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| hath gives to every man to profit withel, and which 
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is adaptcd tothe proper information of our qudg- 
ments, to ſtrengthen our virtuous reſolutions, to 
guide us by its counſels through the wilderneſs 
of this world, and eſtabliſn us in the realms of 
glory, where, with aaints and angels, and the spirits 
of juſs men made perfect, we may celebrate the 
praiſes of the Author of our being. Thus, if we 
act wiſely, and wiſh to poſſeſs a good conſcience, 
we ſhall be tranſlated to that ſphere where tbe 
wise ſball ſhine as the brigbtness of the firmament, 
and they that turn many unto 'righteousness, as the 
flars, forever and cver 
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CONCLUSION or tis MEETING. 
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| OST gracious Creator, it is of thine in- 
IVI finite mercy that thou deigneſt to hear 
our prayers, or takeſt the leaſt favourable notice 
of us; for, we have all, as loſt ſheep, gone aſtray: 
we have ſinned, and forſaken thy ſtatutes, as our 
fathers have done. We are, therefore, unworthy 
of the leaſt of thy mercies and grace. Vet thou 
art plea ed to encourage us to approach thy ſa- 
- cred altar, to humble ourſelves before thee, and 
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to offer vp our ſupplications unto thee the cam: 


mon Father of us all. Though Heaven be. thy 
throne, and earth thy footſtool, yet thou not 
only heareſt, but. hea: keneſt, to the voice of the 
prayer of thy creatures.. The prayer of any, an 
every, penitent ſoul penetrates the heavens, a 
reaches thee. O moſt holy and merciful, God, 
impreſs us, at this ſeaſon, we humbly, beſcech 
' thee, with ſuitable affections of ſoul to enter into 
thy houſe of prayer, and lift up our hearts with 
our hands to the habitation of thy holineſs, ſen- 
fible, moſt holy God, of thine infinite purity, and 
of that impurity which we have contraQed by 
the tranſgreſſion of thy law. We implore the 
extenſion of thy mercy, through Jeſus Chriſt, 
for the remiſſion of ſins that are paſt, and that 
thou wouldſt be pleaſed eff:Qually to cleanſe and 
ſanctify us, through the operations of thy holy 
Spirit, before we ſhall go hence, and be no more 
feet); that, having a hope of immortality, we 
may be enabled, by the aid of thy Spirit, to paſs 
the time of our ſojourning here in fear, and, be- 
ing concerned above all things to retain in our 
poſſeſſion the teſtimony of a good conſcience, we 
may be accepted of the Judge of the whole earth 

| B | at. 
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at the laſt day; that, in a ſolemn view of thy 
greatneſs, our ſouls may be humbled, that, un- 
der the influence of thy holy Spirit, we may offer 
up to thee the incenſe of thankſgiving and 
praiſe, aſcribing to thee might, majeſty, and glo- 
ry, dotninion, and every other excellent attribute 
with which thou art ſurrounded, now and for 
vrermore. Amen. 
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FIT HOUT Faitb it is impoſſible to pleam 
God; for, he that cometh unto God muſt be- 

lic ve that be is, and that be is a rewarder of —_ 

that diligently seeł him. 

The revival of this paſſage of hely writ, in 
my remembrance, hath been the means of ex- 
citing and fixing my attention upon the duc 
of faith. | 
It cannot, 1 conceive, have eſcaped the obſer- 
vation of any perſon, who is arrived at years of 
underſtanding, and is converſant with the Holy 
Scriptures, that the ſame word faith hath divers 
acceptations ; that, in ſome places, it intends: 


not * a belief in the exiſtence of an infinitely 
wiſe 


Ens) | 
wiſe powerful, and intelligent, Being, who is a 
rewarder of them who diligently ſeek him ; but 
alſo an aMance,'or truſt, in ſeaſons of adverkty 
and probation, in that Being who has all power 


in heaven and earth, whoſe power is uncons 


troulable, who doeth whatſoever pleafeth him in 
the armies of Heaven and amongſt the inhabit- 
ants of the earth. — The word faith is alſo uſed 
to diſtinguiſh between the different diſpenſa- 
tions ; to point out the glorious diſpenſation of 
the Goſpel of Chriſt, which is called the aw of 
Ffeith, and to contradiftinguiſh it from the Mo- 
faic diſpenſation, which is called the /aw of works ; 
and I conceive, that, wherever any of the writers 
of the New Teſtament ſpeak of the inſignifican- 
cy of works, with reſpect to the rendering a man 
acceptable to the Author of his being, the works 
of the law, or, to uſe the apoſtle's expreſſion, the 
deeds of the Jaw, by which no fleſh living can be 
juſtified, are intended. The rituals of the legal 
diſpenſation are not of a nature to be truſted in. 
Our Saviour, in his perſon, fulfilled the obliga- 
tion of that law, and was the end of that law for 
righteouſneſs ſake. It is therefore written, that 
he has taken away the hand-writing of ordinan- 

ces, 
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ces, and ilch to his croſs ; eee 
my the rituals of the Moſaic diſpenſation:  * 

some people,” whom I' need tfot wnithariedbly 
cenſure; have, I conceive, entertained a miſtaken | 
notion reſpecting the nature of that faith which 
is effectual, through Chriſt, to the falvatioti'sf 
the ſoul. They have apprehended, that a betiet 
in the exiſtence of the Supreme Being, and a'be; 
lief in Jeſus Chrift, whom God has ſent; is of 
itlelf ſufficient, and, unto whomſoever this faith 
is given, they are to be deemed of the numbet 
of the choſen few, whom God predeſtinated from 
everlaſting unto eternal life ; and that this faiths, 
apart from the conſideration of works, is futh- 
cient unto ſalvation: but to me it appeats, 
on the moſt ſerious inveſtigation of the Holy 
Scriptures, that, as without faith it is impoſſible 
to pleaſe God, ſo with faith it is poſſible to difs 
pleaſe him. This is a propoſition which I con- 
ceive might be proved from divers parts of the 
New Teſtament eſpecially; more particularly 
where we are told of people, who, after they 
knew God (it implies that he was manifeſted un- 
to them} after they knew God, they glorified 


* not as God. but „ vain in their i 
nations, 


Go | 
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nations, and their fooliſh; hearts became darkets 
ed. They, glorified bim not as God, that is, 


they, brought pat forth thoſe, Sd fruits, by 


which, it is. ſaid, that our Father ho is in 


Heaven is glorified; for, herein, ſays our Lord. 


is my beavenly Father glorified, in that ye bring 


forth much fruit; by which, undoubtedly, the 


fruits of the Spirit are intended, joy, peace, love, 
long: ſuffcring, gentleneſs, goodneſs, and faith. 


It is poſſible that a man may be convinced with 


reſpect to the truth of certain propoſitions re- 
ceived upon the authority, the divine authority, 
of him who propoſes them, and yet may act in 
direct contradiction to the obligation of thoſe 
laws. Now we are in divers places inſtructed 


reſpecting the eſſentiality of faith; that it is a 
Lively, operating principle of the judgment, which 
hath a moral influence upon a man's actions: 


not a mere barren, ſpeculative faith, but a faith 
that worketh by love To what? To the purify- 
ing of the conſcience from all dead works, to 
{erve the living God, not in the oldneſs of the 


letter, but in the newneſs of the Spirit, and 


with life; and, leſt the primitive Chriſtians 
Geol emprnia a miſtaken ——— 


cy 
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er of faith in the abſtract, and ſhould. reſt theie 
hopes of falvation | Upon their 1ubleription to cex» 
tain articles of faith, though thoſe articles. be 
founded upon the baſis of immutabſe truth, N | 
apoſtle takes occaſion to. inſtruct them e 
without works is dead: Think eſt thou, 1 
man, that faith can ſave eat The. very Ong 
(lays he) believe; the very devils belieye,, and 
| they alſo tremble; for, as the body . the 
Foul i is dead, ſo faith without works is dead ally ; 
7 and he Propoſed a teſt, a teſt of ſaving, faith, 
8 which is eaſy and obvious, and ought. 5 he 
. more conſulted than it is by the ſever 
| and ſocieties of religious profeſſors: Shew mo 
| (ſays he) thy faith without thy works, and I wyll 
ſhew thee my faith by my works, for, the tige 
| is to be denominated by its fruit: by their fruit | 
FX you ſhall know them. The true believer 1s diſtin- 
- guiſhed from the practical infidel by his fruits ; 
be brings forth fruits meet for repentance ;, he 
adds, to his faith, virtue; to virtue, knowledge ; 
to knowledge, temperance; to temperance, broth- 
erly kindneſs ; and to brotherly kindneſs, Fhart- 
ty; and, if theſe things (ſays the apoſtle) b ein 
you, and abound, they * make you, at 1 


Qt 129') 
mall neither be barren nor unfruitful in the 
ſaeing knowledge of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, 
Sbew ine thy faith without thy works; a man may 
have the cleareſt conception of truth without 
teducing this theory into practice in his own 


perſon. To apprehend the right is one thing ; 


to conform ourſelves to the rule of right, in our 


| lives and in our manners, 18 another thing ; 
therefore it ſeems, to me, beyond the- leaſt de- 


'gree of doubt, that ſomething more than a ſpec- 
ulative belief, or a faith in certain propoſitions, 
is neceſſary to render us acceptable to the ſu- 
preme Being, and to qualify us for an inherit- 


ance among the ſaints in light, to be heirs of 
God, and co-heirs with Chriſt. And I wiſh, as 


it is a matter of infinite importance to' us all, 


that we, agreeable to the advice of the apoſtle to 


the members of the primitive church, might ex- 
amine ourſelves whether we are in the faith : 
Prove your own sefuts ; know ye not yourselves bow 
that Jesus Chriſt is in you unless ye be reprobates ? 
Let us not content ourſelves, that we are the de- 
ſcendents of reputed Chriſtian parents, that we 


have been made acquainted with the contents of 
| the ſacred hiſtory of the old and of the new Teſ- 


R tament ; 
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tament; let-us not reſt ſatisfied; merely with a 
profeſſion of the Chriſtian religion in: theory: 
but let us alſo be concerned to act conſiſtentiy 
with the nature and obligation of that holy reli 
gion which Jeſus Chriſt was ſent of the Fathet 
to promote _— 472 . eee an 
men. DHH. 
The obligations n tis Chriſtian ae | 
joined in the New! Teſtament are 'adapteirat 
once to better our condition in this world, to 
make us happier in our ſhort pilgrimage through 
it, and alſo to ſecure to us everlaſting felieity in 
the world which is to come. Let us not forget 
that our Lord ſays, It is not every one that days, 
Lord, Lord, that fhall enter into the kingdom of 
heaven; but he that doeth the will of ny Father, 
who is in heaven. And again our Lord inſtruas 
us thus; If thou wilt enter into life, n com- 
— ON 
By good works, I mean a 1 — 
will and of the powers of the mind to that law 
or rule of action, which is of God given unto 


man, to illuminate his paths in this world; and 
guide him by his counſel to the participation of 
omg realms of eternal glory; and as the pomenpf 
obedience 


( ann 9 
obedience is derived from him, the Author of all 
that is excellent and good, as he is the giver of 
every good and perfect gift, ſo that power is gi 

en unto us, through jeſus Chriſt, by which we 
are capable of diſcharging our ſeveral obliga- 
tions. I ſay, it being the gift of God, and not 
inherent in the creature; we aſeribe all unto 
im, who is the efficient cauſe of all holineſs 
und virtue in every part of his vaſtly-extended 
empire : for, it is God that works in us to do 
according to his own good pleaſure, which plea- 
ſure is, that we ſhould! walk eircumſpectly, not 
as fools, but as wiſe, redeeming the time, ſeeing 
that the days are evil; that we (to uſe the lan- 
guage of the apoſtle) ſhould be careful to main- 
tain good works, which are good and profitable unto 
men. I pretend not that they are profitable unto 
God, but they are profitable unto men; and 
godlineis (which implies the obligation of practi- 
cal duties, as well as ſtedfaſtly believing) is pro- 
-table for all things, having the promiſe. of the 
life that now is, and alſo of that which is to 
come; but I may ſay, in the language of one 
formerly on this ſubjeR, with reſpeR to the ſu- 
preme Being, who is perfoct, ſelf-ſufficient, and 
n R 2 can 
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ean receive nothing from his creatures to whom 
he has communicated every thing;:uf i thou ht 
righteous, "what. giueſt thou him, ar ub ura ve 
be. of thine band ? thy wickedness may hurt a m 
thou.art, and thy righteoumnes: may profit. the child 
of men... It is for this purpoſe, this nable, hit 
diſintereſted purpoſe, that the Almighty has aſs 
tabliſhed a law to his creatures, nat for his on 
profit, but for theirs. Hence it is ſaid, that che 
labbath was made for man, and not man for'the 
labbath. 5 0 a Bari ag 

In the — 0 eu goodneſs: of the 
Creator, the obligation of Chriſtian duties, in all 
circumſtances, is adapted to the nature and e- 
pacity of his creatures, to promote righteouſneſs 
through all the ranks and claſſes of ſociety; and, 
were but our obedience. proportionate .to our 
knowledge, did we aQ conſiſtently with: the. die- 
tates of our judgment, and the di&ates of 'our 
faith, we might hope to ſee the revival of that 


ſtate, when tbe morning stars ang logetber, and the 
ons. of God ſhouted jor joy. + „tt tat Oi 
Examine yourſelves, whather you are in the 
faith, for, we are abundantly in ſtruded. as 1 
have ** obſerved, that the faith that is favs 
N. =" ing, 
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ing is produRive of good works; and t is the 
beſb and ſureſt teſt hereby to try Whether a man 

has a ſaving or only a ſpeculative faith, as the 
tree is to be known by his fruits 3 for men do 
not gather grapes of thorns, nor ſigs of thiſtles. 
Therefore that profeſſor of the Chriſtian religion. 


profeſſion 31 that profeſſor-gives a manifeſtation 


that; he has only a traditional religion, a tradi- 


tional zeal; and a traditional faith, like the peo 
ple of the Jews, who expreſſed a veneration for 
the temple of the moſt high God, and the 
ituals of the legal diſpenſation; and cried, Ther 
temple of the Lord, the temple of the Lord; the tem- 
ple of the Lord, are these.. But the prophet ſaid; 
Truft ye not in lying words, Saying, the temple of the 
Lord, the temple of the Lord ; but — ny 
end your doings. 1 

Many and glorious are the ae thasre 
to be enjoyed by the believer, fuch a perſon 'as 'f 
have attempted to deſcribe, ho not only believes 
in the infinitely ſupreme and powerful Being: 
in the manifeſtation of his Son; in the hiſtory 
af his life, of his death, of his reſurrection, of 
his nnn into glory, and in the principles 

An: and 


the tenor of whoſe aRions-gives the lie to his 


„ 
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manifeſts” that he. hat a faith tar worketh 
by love; the tendency! of which is to puri 


the conſcience from dead works, to cleanie it 
from all unrighteouſneſs, that the dul of ian 
may become the temple of the Holy Ghoſt . 
Great and glorious privileges are to be enjoh% 
by thoſe few, - by thoſe of whatever religiom 
ſociety; who are partakers of true ſaving-faithy 
for, it is worthy of being noted that the 
thor of the Chtiſtian religion is, f no party, 
but the friend of all; that his grace, like the 
rays of the ſun is extended to all, from ſen 
to ſea; and from the rivers. unto the ends of the 
earth; inſomuch that we are told in the Serips 
tures, that the Goſpel is preached in every 
creature under heaven; that all have heard, 
though all have not obeyed. age Gurt 
- Thoſe that are true believers, are of that 
ſtock and family unto whom it was ſaid; Fear 
not, little flock ; it is your Father's good pleasure' to 
give you the kingdom, I am, ſays our Lord, the 
returrection and the life; be that believeth in me, 
though be were dead, yet ſhall be live; aui be that 
liveth and believeth on me, ſhall never die. We 
128 . | muſt 
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muſt note; on this paſſage; that here, as Well as 
in many other places in tha New and in the Old 
Teſtament, we are not to take the ſenſe of the Hoe 
ly. Ghoſt in a merely literal acceptation, hecauſe 
this would be to admit of a doctrine, contrary to 
the nature of things, and contrary to fact. For 
inſtance, the dead are incapable of belief or diſ- 
belief, literally ſpeaking; they are ſilent in the 
grave, and therefore are incapable of faith; it 
therefore; muſt intend thoſe. who are dead in 
treſpaſles and ſins, aliens to the commonwealth 
of Iſrael, ſtraugers to the promiſes. of the goſpel 
of Chriſt, loſt and ſunk in a fea of ſenſuality: 
| thele are they to whom the voice. of the Son of 
God is extended, and thoſe that hear may. yet 
live; they may awake unto righteouſneſs, and 
ſin not. Whosoever therefore believes in me, that 
is to ſay, who receives me in the name of him 
that ſent me, who embraces the doctrine I preach, 
who ſubmits to the influence of the Holy Spirit 
given to them of me from the Father, thoſe who 
become obedient to the word that I teach, though 
he were dead, yet ſhall he live; he ſhall be brought 
to live a life of righteouſneſs, he will bring forth 
the fruit of righteouſneſs, and the work of righ- 

teouſneſs 
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teouſneſs (hall- be peace, and the effect ſhall. be 
quietneſs and aſſurance for ever: and de thatidive 
erb and believeth in me, ſhall never die; this is not 
and cannot be true in a literal ſenſe; for we ſet 
that death happens to the righteous and to the 
wicked, to him that ſacrificeth as well as to him 
that ſacrificeth not; it mult therefore be intend» 
ed in a ſpiritual ſenſe, he that liveth and believ- 
eth in me, ſhall never die, ſhall never participate 
of that future woe and miſery deſcribed -under 
the charaQter of the ſecond death; he ſhall be te · 
deemed from the bondage of ſpiritual death, and 
reſtored into the glorious liberty of the aon of God 1 
he ſhall live a life of righteouſneſs here, he ſhall 
enjoy ſpiritual communion with the Author of 
his being, he ſhall have fellowſhip with the Fa- 
ther and with his Son Jeſus Chriſt ; and, after 
the diſſolution of this body, he ſhall be uſhered 
into the realms of eternal life, he ſhall be united 
with the aſſembly of the juſt, the church of oy 
firſt-born triumphant in glory. 

Examine yourſelves, whether you are in the 
faith. Let not us, as a people, any more than 
others, prefume upon the profeſſion of à belief 
in certain Scripture doctrines, or in the profeſs 

| ſion 
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ſion of cettaly articles of faith ; "butter us ads 
remember, that, it ever we are capable of tuſtuina 


ing the dignity of faints in heaven, wemuſÞlive 


the life of the juſt upon the earth; we muſt 


purſue the juſt man's way, 1whrch is a5 d ſhining 


fight; which — more and more unto wy e 
* The obligation to practical en which 1 
hive atrempred to impreſs upon the minds of 
this auditory, is yet more ſtrongly enforced, by 
the*Author of the Chriſtian diſpenſation, at the 
dloſe of that moſt excellent ſermon, which he 
preached on the mount. After having opened 
the heavenly treaſures of doctrine, he concludes 
with ſaying, F any man bearetb tbese sayings of 
mine, and doeth them not, he ſhall be likened to à 
forliſh man, who built bis houze upon the Sand, 
This is the caſe of the merely nominal Chriſti. 
an; he heareth, believeth, or aſſenteth to the 
dot rines of the Goſpel of Chriſt 1- , any man 
beareth these sayings, of mine, and dbeth them not, he 
ſpall Be likened unto a fooliſh man, who built his house 
apon tbe sand: and the rain descended, and the floods 
came, and the winds blew, and beat upon that bouse, 
and it fell, and great was the. fall thereof.- 
NW © 
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0 the contrary, he deſeribes the man wha zwe 
deed poſſeſſes ſaving faith, the faith of our Lord 
Jeſus Chriſt; the man who will receive; at the 
cloſe of his labours beneath the ſun, the end of 
his faith, even the everlaſting ſalvation of his 
foul: F any man beareth these tayingt of mine 
and doeth them, I will then bim unto & ui man, 
who built bis bouse upon à rock:: and the rain des- 
cended, and the floods came, and the winds bleu, and. 
beat upon that bouse, and it fell not, because th wat 
fixed upon an immutable baſis ; tor it was found- 
ed upon @ rock. . This man builds upon that 
rock, againſt which the gates of hell can never 
prevail. 

God Almighty grant, that of hin indie 
mercy and goodneſs, we may examine the foun- 
dation. we are building upon, whether the hopes 
and expectations we have, of being ſaved with 
an everlaſting ſalvation, be founded upon a ſpe- 
culative faith, or upon ſuch a belief in the ſu- 
preme Being, and in his Son, as may conform us 
in heart to that law, that rule of action, which 
the Author of univerſal nature has diſpenſed and 
given to all the claſſes of intelligent beings. 

Examine ourselves, whether you are in ibe faith; 
prove 
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your o relves'; hnow ye not your own lelder, 

how that Jesus Chriſt it in you, except you be repro- 
bates?* The manifeſtation of the grace of God 
here intended, is in every man, and its deſign is 
to inſtru him in that which is right, and to 
ſtrengthen him in the performance of every vir- 
tue. This is the purpoſe of the manifeſtation 
of that grace which bringeth ſal vation, and 
which is given unto all men, not to a few, to 


the exeluſion of the reſt; but, through the in- 
ſinite merey of the ſupreme Being, it is given to 


all men, and under all deſcriptions, teaching us, 
that, cenying ungodliness and worldly luſts, we ſhould 
live soberly, righteouſly, and godly, in this present 
world, looking for the bleſſed hope and the glorious 
appearing of the great God and of our Saviour Jesus 
Cbriſt, who hath given himself for us, that be might 
redeem us from all iniquity, and purify to himself a 
peculiar people zealous of good works. —Let us not 
therefore neglect our own mercies, by neglecting 
chat ſalvation which is offered to us through 
Jeſus Chriſt our Lord. Let us be ſerious, let 


us be inquiſitive, upon a matter of ſo great im- 
portance as that upon which bur happineſs in 


the world of ſpirits moſt certainly depends ; let 
WW, $ us 
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us not content ourſel es with the form and has 
of godlineſs, while we are deſtitute of its lite, 
and of its power and heavenly vii tue. May our 
hearts enter into the nature and ſpirit of true 
Chriſtian faith, that by this means we may have 
acceſs to the Father through the Son, aud that 
in theſe our religious and folemn aſſemblies we 
may poſſeſs that faith by which Abel offered to 
God a more excellent ſacrifice than Cain; with 
that faith let us draw near to the temple of the 
moſt high; let us approach to that altar to which 
none that ſerve the tabernacle can pretend; let 
us approach the Author of our being and of all 
our mercies, that we may be diſpoſcd by him, the 
preparer of the heart, to receive the ſalutary in- 
fluences of the Holy Ghoſt, and that we may feel. 
ourſelves under the deſcription of thoſe, men- 
tioned in the Old Teſtament, who wait upon the 
name of the moſt high: though the youth may 
faint, and though the young men may utterly fall, 
yet they that wait upon the Lord, ſhall renew their 
Jirength, they ſhall mount up with wings as eagles, 
they ſhall run and not be weary, they ou walk and 
not faint. | 
To conclude : | as my mind ſeems to be diſbur- 
dened 


( 248 ) 


dened from that which appeared to be my duty, 
and which 1 have been performing, I truſt in 
the ability that God giveth, without any kind of 1 
premeditation, under the influence of that celeſ= ff 
tial charity, which breathes glory to God jn the | ; 
higheſt,- on earth peace, and good will towards _ 
men; under that influence, again I would enjoin L 
the exhortation of the apoſtle: Examine your- 
zelves, whether you are in the faith; prove your 

own elves ; know ye not your own elves, bow that 

Jeaus Chriſt is in you, except you be reprobates ? 


(1 ) 
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CONCLUSION or Txz MEETING, , 


ME gracious God, the father and foun 
tain of all our mercies, look down from 
heaven, the habitation of thy holineſs, upon us, 
thy poor unworthy creatures, and impreſs us 
with a juſt ſenſe of what we are, and alſo of 
what thou wouldſt have us to be; that, ſeeing 
ourſelves as we are ſeen of thee, we may abhor 
ourſelves in duſt and aſhes, and feel all that pen 
itential contrition that is neceſſary to render us 
the 


(9 ) 
the objects of thy mercy ; that, on a review of 
our r paſt lives, we may ſee, and ſincerely repent. 
of; the tranſgreſſions we have committed; and, 
under the influence of thine Holy Spirit, we 
may reſolve, in the future ſteps of our ſhort 
pilgrimage, to correct the errors of thoſe that are 
irrecoverably paſt. O Lord, enable us to apply 
the means of ſalvation, which thou art granting 
unto us through Jeſus Chriſt our Lord, that we 
may receive in meekneſs the ingrafted word, 
which is able to ſave our ſouls. O Lord, en- 
lighten our eyes to ſee, and inſpire our hearts to 
perform, thoſe things which make for our peace, 
thoſe duties which thou haſt enjoined unto us of 
indiſpenſable obligation. —Moſt gracious father, 
thou knoweſt the temptations with which we 
are beſet; thou knoweſt the weakneſs of our 
natural powers, and the ſtrength of thoſe temp- 
tations which aſſail us. Send us, therefore, 
help from thy ſanctuary; ſtrengthen us, O 
Lord, and impart vigour to every virtuous reſo- 
lution, that we may be enabled to lay aſide every 
weight and burthen, and the ſin that does moſt 
ealily beſet us, and run with patience the race 
that is ſet before us, in humble faith and confi- 

$71 dence 
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dence in thee,” the Creator, the Protector, and 
the Preſerver of men; that, through whatever 
ſcene it may be our lot to-paſs,-we may feel the 
ſupport of thine everlaſting arm; that, when we 
- paſs through the valley of the ſhadow of death, 
we may fear no evil, and, whenever it mall 
| pleaſe thee to ſummon us hence, it may be 
to join the general aſſembly and church of the 
firſt born, where, with ſaints and angels, and 
with the ſpirits of juſt men made perfect, we 
may ever live to praiſe thy great and excellent 
name, to aſcribe to thee the greatneſs, dominion 
and glory, which belong unto thee, not only how. 
but henceforth and for ever more, Amen. 


DISCOURSE 


DISCOURSE. VII. 


XN apoſtle, writing to one of the primitive 
churches, addreſſed them in this manner, 
or to this purport : Quench not the Spirit, despise 
not prophesying ; prove all things, and bold faſt that 
which is good. | 
The writings both of the Old and the New 
Teſtament, abundantly teſtify, that God doth 
not only reveal himſelf unto his rational crea- 
tures in the volume of his works, or the book 
of nature, in which the attributes, particularly 
of power and of intelligence, are eminently diſ- 
played, but that he alſo reveals himſelf unto his 
rational creatures immediately by his Spirit, 
which I conceive to be the grand and primary 
| T rule 
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rule or law of action to all ranks and claſſes"6f 

intelligent creatures, and that all other modes of 
the manifeſtation of his will are ſecondary, and 
ſubſervient to the grand deſign or purpoſe there- 

_— 5 cs M es; 

Tbere is a pirit in man (a rational capacity, by 
which he is eminently diſtinguiſhed from the 

beaſts of the field, and the fowls of heaven) and 
- the inspiration of the Almighty giveth bim an un- 
derfianding. It is very obſervable, that one of 
the choſen leaders of the people of Iſrael, after 
having folemnly, by way of commemoratien, 
| recounted the ſignal interpoſitions of divine 
Pawer, in the emancipation of that people from 
under the tyranny of Pharaoh, as one in- 
| ſtance of the divine goodneſs, he ſaith be gave us 
alto bis good Spirit to inſtruct us. This manifeſ- 
tation of himſelf by his Spirit, though extraor- 
dinarily diſpenſed to many of the prophets, was 
{ more or leſs the privilege of every individual ; 
and we find the royal pſalmiſt frequently allud- 
ing to this principle, and rejoicing therein: The 
law, ſays he, of the Lord is perfect, converting the 
soul ; the teſtimony of the Lord is sure, making wise 


tbe fimple. The law, which he in this place in- 
tended, 


= 
tended, I conceive to be that law of the ſpirit of 
life in Chrift Jeſus, which ſets us free from the 
law of fin and death.—A manifeſtation hereof 
was given even under the former diſpenſation of 
Moſes ; it was the conductor of that people, it 
was the ſource of their greateſt conſolation ; 
for, they all drank of that rock that followed them ; 
and that rock; ſaith the apoſtle, was Chrift. The 
le of the Lord, ſays he, is perfe# ; by which he 
could not intend the law of rituals peculiar to 
that diſpenſation, or the ſacrificial rites of the 
Jewiſh inſtitution; for, the lau, ſays the apoſtle, 
wade nothing perfect. Again he inſtructeth us, 
that it made not perfect, as appertaining to the 
conſcience; it is not the blood of bulls or of 
goats, or the aſhes of an heifer, ſprinkling the 
unclean, that could ſanctify to the purifying of 
the conſcience ; for, the law made nothing perſect, 
but the bringing in of @ better hope did, which 
hope 1s Chriſt, | 

That he (to wit, David) intended the primary 
divine law manifeſted by the Spirit of God unto. 
his creatures, is evident from divers other places. 
I delight, ſays he, in the law of the Lord; and 
again, Merced is the man whoze delight is in the law 
| TY of 
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of the Lord, and in bis law doth meditate * and 
night; be ſhall be as a tree that it planted iy "the 
rivers of waters. And, that his chief felicity des 
pended on an immediate union or communion 
with the God of Iſrael, is very evident from that 
place, where, under the preſſure of his-infirmis 
ties, and conſcious of the want of ſuperior aid; 
he breaks forth in this manner: My $oul thirfleth 
for God, yea, for the living God; again, as the beurt 
panteth after the water brooks,'s0 panteth my sul "fe 
ter thee, O God. * 100 be 

Many other paſlages might be produced, fro 
the writings even of the Old Teſtament, while 
the Jewiſh tabernacle was yet remaining: but it 
is more, ſtill more, abundantly teſtified by our 
Saviour, and by his apoſtles. The manifeſtation 
of the Spirit is given to every man to profit withat. 
— This is that principle of intelligence given us 
in Jeſus Chriſt, or through Jeſus Chriſt, our 
Lord, which the apoſtle intended, when he faid, 
quench not the Spirit ; which muſt certainly mean 
the inward manifeſtation of the Deity to the 
ſoul, that grace, a meaſure whereof is given to 
every man to profit withal ; and that it could 
not mean any written manifeſtation af himſelf, 

| ; or 
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or the Scriptures (which ſome have conceived 
was intended by the Spirit, who alledge, that the 
Spirit, or the will of God, being revealed unto 
holy men immediately, was mediately commu- 
nicated, through the inſtrumentality of the Scrip- 
tures, to the reſt of mankind) is very evident; 
for, the canon of the New Teſtament was not 
made up till ſome hundreds of years after the writ- 
ing of this Epiſtle; nor doth it appear, that any 
epiſtles or writings of the evangeliſts were collect. 
ed or completed even during the lives of the apoſ- 
tles. The New Teſtament, therefore, as a book, 

did not exiſt; but the apoſtle alludes to ſome- 
thing that had been received, which I take to be 
the manifeſtation of the Spirit, that is given to _ 
man to profit withal. 

This principle of intelligence, this manifeſta- 
tion of the divine will, its effects, its properties, 
and its influence upon the human ſoul, is ſet 
forth under various figurative modes of expreſ- 
ſion. It is ſometimes compared unto fire. As 
it is the property of fire to purify metal, and 
ſeparate heterogeneous matter, ſo the ſpirit 
of God, operating on the ſoul, will thoroughly 
purge away its dress, and take away all its tin; 

— cleanſe 
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cleanſe the ſoul from all uncightcouſneſs, and of 
courſe, make it a fit habitation of Gad through 
the Spirit.—Is not my word, faith the Lord, as a 
fire ? as a fire to conſume and. deſtroy that part 
in man which is at enmity with that which is 
good ? And therefore the office of the high prieſt 
of-this diſpenſation is ſet forth, under the" ſame 
figurative: mode of expreſſion, by him who was 
the forerunner of. Chriſt, who was the'voive-of 
one erying in the wilderneſs, prepare ye the way of 
tbe:Lord, make bis path flrait. He baptized. the 
people, as he ſaid, indeed, with water, unto ro- 
pentance ; but when he ſpeaks of the miniſtra« 
tion of Jeſus, which was to ſucceed his, he ſaith, 
He, that cometh after me, is migbtier than I ; where 
ſhoe latchet I am not worthy to loose; be ſhall bap- 
tige you with fire, Now it cannot be conceived 
that the material element of fire 15 intended, 
which would deſtroy men's bodies; for Jeſus 
Chriſt came not to deſtroy men's lives, but to 
fave them. He ſhall baptize you with the Holy 
Ghoſt and with fire, whose fan is in bis band, and be 
will thoroughly purge his floor, gather bis wheat into 
bis garner, and the chaff be will burn up with un- 


guencbabli fre. This Scripture I adduce to ſhew 
that 
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cher che effects of the Holy Spirit e 
tional ſoul, the ſoul that is depraved by the 
tranſgreſſion of the divine law, and has contract. 
ed the defilement of ſin, is analogous to the ope- 
ration of that element, that is adapted to purify 
and refine material bodies. Thus it is ſaid; that 

a man, ſanRified by the influence thereof, ſhall 
become as pure as gold, yea, more pure than the 
golden wedge of Ophir. This J take to be the 
one eſſential baptiſm, the baptiſm of the Holy 
Ghoſt, which cleanſeth men from all unrigh· 
teouſneſs, and which is neceſſary to conſtitute 
us the proper object of that inberitance which is 
incorruptible and undefiled, and that fadeth not a» 
| wey, For, the baptiſm that now ſaves is not an 
elementary baptiſm ; the baptiſm which now 
ſaves is not the putting away the filth of the 
fleſh, than which nothing could be more eaſy 
for a man to  effetuate ; but, it is that which 
gives the anſwer of a good conſcience towards 
God, by the reſurrection of Jeſus Chriſt, who 
hath ſaid, I am the resurrection and the life ; be, 
who believeth on me, though he were dead, yet ſball 
be live; and he, bo liveth and believeth on me, ſhall 
Fever die. 


Luencb 
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MINT not the Spirit. The ſi mile, or iure, 
is very well maintained; for, as the property of 
the Holy Spirit is ſet forth under the metaphor- 
ical language of fire, ſo that, which has a ten- 
dency to damp its generous ardour, or prevent 
its influence, is compared to water. In a moral 
ſenſe, whatever a man does, whatever notion he 
cheriſhes in his heart of the vicious ſpecies, what- 
erer licence he gives to his paſſions beyond the 
bounds preſcribed by the divine law, operates as 
water on a flame; it damps its ardour. And we 
ſee that thoſe, who deviate from the paths of in- 
nocence, go on ſtep by ſtep, by little and little, 
till they are brought to actions of the moſt crim- 
inal nature, deſtructive of their health, deffruc- 
tive of their ſouls peace, and which afford them 
no pleaſure, but a fearful looking for of the juſt 
judgment of the divine Being, who will deal with 
every man according to his works. I ſay, every 
deviation from the path of virtue will have this 
effect, to quench the ſpirit. Let us, therefore, 
by every poſſible means, endeavour to cheriſh 
this divine flame ; it is a ſpark ſent from heaven, 
and it is deſigned to purify us throughout, to 


per us veſſels holy to the Lord, meet for an in- 
heritance 
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heritance with the ſaints in light, and to celebrate 
the praiſes of heaven's King forevermore. 
Quench not the Spirit. Vield to that monitor, 
which cautions you againſt even the appearance 
of evil, which is mercifully given unto man td 
dire& him in his courſe in this world, and eſtab- 
liſh him, happily eſtabliſh him, in the life that is 
to come, in the poſſeſſion of that ſpecies of fe- 
licity, which eye hath not ſeen, nor ear heard, 
hor has it entered into the heart, the unconvert- 
ed heart, to conceive; but God hath revealed 
it to us, ſays the apoſtle, by his Spirit; for, the 
Spirit ſearches all things, yea, the deep things of 
God. | 
Quench not the Spirit. Add, to your faith, vir- 
tue; to virtue, knowledge; to knowledge, tem- 
perance z to temperance, brotherly kindneſs; to 
brotherly kindneſs, charity: Thus cheriſh the 
holy flame; yield to the ſalutary influence of the 
Spirit, that quickeneth to cheriſh in your breaſts 
every heavenly and every friendly affection. The 
duty of a Chriſtian, both with reſpect to his 
Creator and his fellow-creature; is ſet forth ta 
us in the anſwer which our Lord gave to one 
who aſked him, which is the greateſt command- 
U ment? 
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ment? _Thoy fbalt lave the Lord thy God, uin a 
thy beart, with all thy 5oul, and with all thy fir engih, 
Tbis is the firſt-and:; great commandment; and, 
the tendency of that Spirit which we have re- 
ceived, if we yield to its influence, wauld ani- 
mate our affections toward that Being on whom 
we depend, and by whoſe bleſſings we are ſup- 
ported; raiſe our minds to contemplate the in- 
ſtances of God's power, righteouſneſs, gaodneſs, 
and truth, manifeſted; and enable us to aſcend, 
as upon the wings of an eagle, in a meditation 
on the divine attributes; and inſpire us with 
that ſpecies of gratitude which it is an 
power of language to define. 

Thou falt love the Lord thy God, "with: all thy 
beart, with all thy foul, and with all thy firength. 
This is the firſt and great commandment : and 
this we ſhould be inſtruQed to do, if we yielded 
to the influences of, and did not quench, the 
Spirit, which is like a fire to enkindle within us 
a ſacred flame of devotion, in which we may en- 
compaſs the altar of the Almighty, in the multi- 
tude of his mercies, and approach I the 
temple of his holineſs. 


"Ic Wer not propheyying. Now it is e 
 $h+ 50 der ſtood, 
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derſtdod,” that the manifeſtatiom of: the. Spirit 


does not ſuperſede, or render uſeleſs, inſtru- 


mental means. God has uſed both theſe means; 
ke has ſpoken unto our fathers by the prophets; 
he has ſpoken to us, in theſe latter days, by his 
Son; hoe has ſent his apoſtles to go forth, by his 
authority, in his name, to greacb the Gospel, 15 
e poor, to beal thei breken' bearted; ta proctaim liber- 
34 t6 che captive, the opening of the privon' to them 


obo werr bound, to proclaim the arcefitable year” of 


the Lord, and the day of vengeance of our God. He 
appointed ſome prophets, and ſome evangeliſts; 
and ſome paſtors and teachers, for the edifying of 
the body in that love, by which it is united unto. 
its holy head. Deſpiſe not therefore propheſying. 


At the ſame time that we conceive this mani- 


feſtation of the'Spirit to be the primaty law and 
rule of our actions, we muſt by no means deſ- 
piſe inſtrumental means of inſtruction. All 
ſcripture is given by the inſpiration of God, 
and 1s profitable for doctrine, for reproof, for 
correction, for inſtruction in righteouſneſs, to 
make the man of God perfect, thoroughly fur- 
niſhed unto all good works, and is able to make 
us wiſe unto ſalvation, through faith which is of 
U 3 Chriſt 


_ teſtimony of the apoſtles and prophets of - Jeſus 


— 2 
Chriſt Jeſus: we therefore accept the Scriptures 
as an ineſtimable bleſſing; for in them we have 
an account of the various diſpenſations of divine 
wiſdom, and in which we have the concurrent 


Chriſt to this fundamental ptinciple of which 
we are moſt firmly perſuadeeel. 

Despite not prophesying. | Let us improve, by 
every means which divine wiſdom lays in the 
way, that we may be furniſhed to every good 
word and work, and increaſe in the nn. 
of GW. 

Despite not prophesying ; prove all 8 1017 
faſ# that which is good, I conceive that the man- 
ifeſtation of the Spirit, given to every man to 
profit withal, is propoſed to his rational under- 
ſtanding, and ſuperſedes not the uſe of thoſe ra- 
tional powers by which he is diſtinguiſhed; but 
it qualifies him to exerciſe thoſe powers in the 
beſt line, and to the nobleſt purpoſes, to aſſert 
the dignity of his nature, and qualify him for 
thoſe ſpecies of employments which are ſuited:to 
the nature of an immortal ſpirit, made a little 
lower than the angels. He is to prove all things, 


and hold faſt that which is good. The Father 


of 
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of lights ' appeals to the underſtanding and fac- 
ulties of men; when he makes a revelation to 
his creatures, he mercifully condeſcends to let 
himſelf down to the faculties they poſleſs ; he 
ſpeaks to them in a language they underſtand. 
Therefore, prove all things ; diſtinguiſh properly 
between things and things in matters of the 
greateſt importance, thoſe which reſpect our fi- 
nal acceptance with the Judge of the whole 
earth. There are none that claim more our ſe- 
rious attention. They reſpe& not only the wel- 
fare of our bodies in this world, but alſo the 
welfare of our ſouls in that eternity, to the con- 
fines of which we are nearly approaching. Let 
every man therefore be fully persuaded in bis own 
mind; for, to him that knoweth to do good, and 
doeth it not, to him it is fin. Let us not be con- 
tent with being the nominal diſciples of Chriſt, 
but let us conſider ourſelves as capable of judg- 
ing in thoſe matters that moſt nearly concern 
us; and, if any lack wiſdom, let him aſk it of 
him who giveth liberally and upbraideth not, 
and it ſhall be given him. If he would be in- 
ſtructed in matters of everlaſting importance, let 
us conſult the ſacred oracle, Chriſt within us, 
| the 
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the lope of glory, und wlio is ſaid to be Within 
every man, unlefs he be a reprobate; for, fayy 
the apoſtle, examine yoarslues, whither yr be in the 
ſaitb; prove your own gelven; know'ye'nit your- 
sebves; bow that Jena Chrixt is in you, nap jul 
es Pin n 
2 t ſcems that our us ibur Woelm/ the diviſions 
that would ſoon commence among mankind; and 
endeavoured to guard his diſciples againſt the dog 
mas of men, and turn them to ſomething with= 
in them, as a ſufficient guide and rule of their 
actions; for, ſays he, ſome will ſay, {of bert 11 
Cbriſt; and others, lo there is Cbeiſ; be is to bo 
found among the circle of profeſſors; lo! here 
is Chriſt ; others ſay, lo! there is Chriſt; but 
go not forth after them, for the kingdom of 
God is within you. And again, we are told, 
that that, which is to be known of God, is man- 
Veſt: Where? Shall we conſult the many com- 
mentators on the Old and New Teftament? 
Shall we traverſe the earth to ſearch into the o- 

pinions and modes of remote antiquity, in order 
to know what we ſhall do to be ſaved, or in order 
to know how we ſhall be accepted of God? No: 


that, which is to be known of God, is manifeſt- 
ed 


( 350 


ed in — made theſ: obſer- 
vations, I recommend them to your conſidera- 
tion. | 
Quench not the Spirit; despise not propbesying ; 
prove all things, and hold faſt that which, is good. 
And may we, individually, according to that 
light and manifeſtation of the Spirit, which is 
given unto us, be faithful to the revelations com- 
municated to us thereby, ſo that we may have 
the teſtimony of a good conſcience ; and, when 
we have deviated, let us endeavour to paſſeſs 
thoſe penitential diſpoſitions, that, through Je- 
ſus Chriſt, we may be accepted of God, and 
made meet for the realms of glory, where, with 
the general aſſembly and church of the firſt born, 
and the ſpirits of juſt men made perfect, we may 
contemplate the perfections of the divine Being, 
and may join the celeſtial hoſt in the ſong of 
Moſes, the ſervant of God, and the ſong of the 
Lamb, ſaying, Great and marvellous are thy works, 


Lord Gad almighty; juſt and true are thy ways, 
thou King of saints ! 


PRAYER 


A THY 


' CONCLUSION or Txs MEETING. 


OST gracious Father of all our mercies, 
1 unto whom we have acceſs through Jeſus 
Chriſt thy ſon, impreſs us with a humbling ſenſe 
ef our own unworthineſs, and of thine infinite 
mercy and goodneſs, that we may approach thine 
holy altar, and humbly implore thee, the Fountain 
of wiſdom and ſtrength, that thou wouldeſt be 
pleaſed to enlighten our underſtandings, that 


we may ſee ourſelves as we are ſeen of thee, and 
| may 
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may abhor ourſclves as in duſt and aſhes, feeling 
all thoſe penitential affections which may render 
us the objects of thy forgiveneſs, through Jeſus 
* Chriſt our Lord. Be pleaſed to aſſiſt us with 
the aid of thy Holy Spirit, that, in the future 
part of out earthly pilgrimage, we may be able 
effeually to correct the errors which we have 
committed in the firſt; That, under the influ» 
ence of thy grace, we may paſs the time of our 
ſojourning here in fear, and may be ſtrengthened 
to lay aſide every weight, and the fin which doth 
moſt eaſily beſet us, and run with patience the 
race which is ſet before us, in hope of attaining 
the eternal inheritance that fadeth not away. 
Thou moſt glorious Being, who art the ſource 
of ſtrength to the righteous in all generations, 
and the tower of their defence; whole bread 
ſhall never fail them, and their waters ſhall be 
ſure; look down upon us, and ſend us help 
out of thy ſanctuary, and ſtrengthen us out 
of thy Zion, that we may be ſtrong in the Lord, 
and in the power of his might, and be able to 
ſtand againſt the force of all thoſe enemies who 
would impede our progreſs to the city of Jeruſa- 
lem, the city of the ſaints ſolemnities. Be pleal- 

© - ed, 
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ed, O Lord, to conduct us by thy counſel, 
ſtrengthen us by thy grace, and afterwards take 
us into the realms of celeſtial glory ; that, when 
thou ſhalt call us hence, we may enter into 
thoſe regions where there is fulneſs of joy ; and 


where, with the general aſſembly and church of 
the firſt-born, whoſe names are written in heav- 


en, and the ſpirits of juſt men made perfect, we 
may celebrate thy praiſe. It is with this view 
our ſouls are proſtrate before thee ; and we 
would aſcribe to thee, glory, majeſty, and do- 


minion, and every other excellent attribute of 


which thou art wor thy, both now and foregey- 


more. Amen. 


DISCOURSE 


DISCOURSE VII. 


V HEN I firſt entered under this roof, I 
felt as little diſpoſition to vocal public 
ſervice as any in the whole of this congregation 
could have poſſeſſed. Conſcious of my own 
weakneſs and my many infirmities, I ſecretly 
wiſhed to be ſtrengthened by him, who is the 
Miniſter of the ſanctuary and the glorious High 
Prieſt of the Chriſtian Religion; and, indeed, 
unleſs we are favoured with his preſence, we 
ſhall fit as it were in darkneſs, and in the re- 
gions of the ſhadow of death. If we feel not the 
influence of his Holy Spirit, effectually to quick- 
en us and inſpire us with the ſpirit of devotion, 
X 2 in 
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in vain ſhall we lift up our hands and offer up the 
ſacrifice of vocal prayer and praiſe unto him.. It 
would be well if we had ever in remembrance, 
that of ourſelves we are nothing, and of our- 
ſelves can do nothing, I mean nothing that is 
eſſentially good. Unleſs in our religious aſſem- 


blies we are firſt miniſtered unto by the chief 
Shepherd and Biſhop of ſouls, we cannot poſſibly 


miniſter one to another. This the apoſtles very 
evidently ſhew, particularly where one of them, 
alluding to his goſpel miniſtry, ſays, that we may 
comfort others with the comfort wherewith we our- 
Selves are comforted of Gd. The diſciple muſt 
firſt receive of his Lord, before he can diſpenſe it 


to his brethren, And it is therefore that 


we profeſs, I ſay, profeſs, at leaſt, to meet 
upon one common bottom, both miniſters 
and thoſe in a private ſtation, to wait, in 
all ſingleneſs of heart, upon that Being, who 
regardeth the crying of the poor, and the 
ſupplications of the needy; who, in a pecu- 
liar manner, will look unto that man who is 
poor, and of a contrite ſpirit, and that trembleth 
at his word, And, though the youth may faint, 


and the young men uiterly fall, yet those, © who 
wuail 


569 
wait upon the Lord, ball renew their ftrengtb; they 
ſhall mount upwards with wings as eagles; they ſhall 
run, and not be weary; they ſhall walk, and not 
faint. n ee 

It might perhaps be a little profitable for us 
to inquire what we are to underſtand by the re- 
newing of our ſtrength : they, that wait upon the 
Lord, ſhall renew their firength. I conceive this 
to be intended purely in a ſpiritual ſenſe ; for, if 
natural ſtrength be exhauſted by labour or 
fatigue, it is to be recovered, in the ordinary 
courſe of God's providence, only by reſt, and 
the application of ſuitable nutritious food ; but 
thoſe, who wait upon the Lord, ſhall renew 
their ſtrength. Such are the nature and conſti- 
tation of the human ſoul, that, in order to be 
preſerved and live to God, with a holy zeal for 
his name, and for his cauſe, to be endowed with 
ſtrength virtuoully to reſolve, and virtuouſly to 


purſue the juſt man's way, it muſt be renewed 


by food that 1s of a ſpiritual nature; that, as 
bread is a term for natural food, which is adapt- 
ed to the ſupport and well-being of our bodies, 
ſo this ſpiritual food, renewed unto us by the re- 
newings of the Holy Ghoſt, is that bread which 
inde? 
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indeed the world knoweth not of. The world 
that lieth in wickedneſs, the ſenſualiſt, has no 
taſte nor reliſh for that bread which cometh down 
from God out of heaven, and nouriſheth the 
ſoul up unto eternal life. 

Though, in the application which the e diſei 
ples were inſtructed to make to the common 
Father of us all, outward bleſſings might be in- 
cluded with ſpiritual ones, yet doubtleſs, as the 
welfare of the ſoul is of infinitely more import- 
ance than the health and welfare of the body, 
in that part of the prayer, in which we are in- 
ſtructed to ſay—Give us this day our daily bread; 
is principally intended that ſpiritual communi-/ 
cation with the God of the ſpirits of all fleſnh, 
which imparts ſtrength and vigour to the ſoul, 
animating it with a ſpirit of real devotion, that 


it can aſcend above this lower and terreſtrial 


ſphere,—aſcend as upon the wings of an cagle, a 
bird which is ſaid to approach the neareſt to that 
glorious natural luminary, the ſun, in its flights. 
So, that ſoul, which poſſeſſes not only the ſpirit 
of real religion, but alſo feels its beſt affections 
animated towards God, will have this privilege: 
over the mere profeſſor of religion, that he will. 

aſcend 


( 167 ) 
aſcend as upon the wings of an eagle, aſcend in 
an awful contemplation of the divine attributes, 
in a meditation upon ſpiritual ſubjects, in a 
ſtrain of holy and fervent devotion ; he will af- 
cend the mount of the Lord's holineſs, encom- 
paſs his altar in the multitude of his mercies, 
and lift up his heart with his hands to that _y 
who inhabits the heavens. | 
IÞprefied with the importance of theſe truths, 
which: we, as a religious ſociety, peculiarly pro- 
fefs, let us, friends, not come to theſe meetings 
merely with an expeRation of receiving benefit, 
edification or comfort one from another. Let 
us not look one-upon another with, Men and 
brethren, what ſhall we do to be saved? or, who 
ſhall ſhew us any good ? But, ſenſible of our 
own reſpective wants, and impreſſed with a juſt 
idea of the ſolemnity of that buſineſs which we 
are profeſſedly met about, let us, in the nothing- 
neſs of ſelf, in the ſilence of all fleſh, reverently 
wait upon the Miniſter of the ſanctuary; and to 
him let us look with all ſingleneſs of heart, and 
ſay, Lord lift thou up the light of thy counte- 
nance upon us, thus, poſſeſſing that affection of 
mind which is analogous to the affection of cor- 
poreal 
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poreal hunger, as perſons ſenſible of our wants, 
and alſo where thoſe wants can be effeQually 
ſupplied, we ſhall become the objects of that moſt 
deſirable bleſſing, blessed are those who hunger and 
. thirſt after righteoumess, for they ſhall be filled. It 
ſeems to me, beyond the leaſt degree of doubt, 
that the royal pſalmiſt felt this ſpiritual hunger; 
he felt this ſenſe of want, and the need that he 
ſtood in of a ſupply from the divine paeſhbce, 
when he ſpeaks to this purport ; As be bunt 
pantetb after the water-brooks, 50 panteth my doul 
after thee, O God; and again, My soul tbinſtetb for 
God, yea, for the living God. This paſſage of the 
royal pſalmiſt ſeems to convey an idea to me of 
the ſoul which feels the weight of its own infir- 


mities, the preſſure and the importunity of ſur- 


rounding temptations; cloſely preſſed, hunted as 
it were, purſued by its enemies, as the hart, 
when its ſtrength is nearly exhauſted, and al- 
moſt ready to faint and drop with thirſt, to 
whom nothing could be more precious than a 
ſpring of water : therefore, as the hunted hart 
panteth after the water brooks, ſo that ſoul, 
which is ſenſible of its infirmities, and feels the 


preſſure of ſurrounding temptations, longs after 
that 


{( 6 ) 
that Immortal pring'of goodnefz, where it d 
be refreſhed and ſtrengthened, and eſcape From 
its enemies, to purfue its courſe ſubceſsfully, dtd 
ultimately to finiſh it with jop. 
I viſh we were more and more impreſſed with 
a juſt ſenſe of what we are, that the pride of hu- 
man nature were more effectually humbled; that 
we might look up to him vho is the ſoutce of all 
that is etcellent and good, and to uſe the lan- 
guage of the holy penman, feel after the Lord, if 
bap y we Might find bim. And he, whom the fer- 
vent ſoul is in ſearch after, is not afar off; he; 
whom thou longeſt for, will ſuddenly come unto 
his temple ; but, who ſhall abide rhe day of bit 
coming? bo ſhall and when be appeareth? When 
the ſoul is thus favoured with a ſpiritual commu- 
nion, and intellectual ſenſe of the ſupreme Being, 
it is then that every thing that is exalted becomes 
abaſed; the loftineſs of man is brought down; 
he ſees himſelf as a worm, and no man; as un- 
worthy the leaſt of his mettics and truth; and 
therefore, in this view of himſelf and of the ſu- 
preme Being, he will break forth, in the language 
of Job, 1 have heard of thee, by the bearing of the 
ear —ſo far the ſpeculatiſt may go, ſo far the 
Y- theoriſt 
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theoriſt may collect a ſyſtem. of faith : but, he 
not only heard of him by the hearing of the, car, 
but, ſayz he, nom mine eye 372th, thee. + He had 
formed juſt notions of the ſupreme Beivg 3 he 
was enlightened. to have juſt ideas of himſelf. 
| have beard of thee, ſays he, by: the bearing off the 
ear, but no mine eye teetb thee ; wherefare Jrepent 
and abbor myself in duſt and aſbes. This is that 
| bumbling ſenſe which we all of us ſhauld poſſeſs 
of ourſelves, if, in the ſenſe which our Saviour in · 
tended, we were favoured to ſee God: Biaſra 
(ſays he). are the pure in beart, for they: ſball ge- 
God; which certaiuly muſt be intended in a pe- 

culiar and ſpiritual ſenſe, for he is not the object 
of our ſenſes. To be ſure, in one reſpect, it may 
be ſaid, the pure and the impure ſee God; They 
have a ſenfible demonſtration of his be- 
ing in the works of creation, and of the 
attributes of power, wiſdom and goodneſs ; 
but they, have not that animating, that in- 
telleQual, viſion, which is the bleſſing of the 
pure in heart: Blefſed are the pure in beart, for 
they ſhall see God. Let none be ſo weak as to im- 
agine this to be underſtood in the fulleſt ſenſe 


of the word; for, in the ſupreme Being we live, 
and 
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aud move, and have our being; he comprebends alt 
things, and is comprehended by nothing. 
thou attend up to braven, be is there ; if tbon go dtn 
14 the uiepth of the 12a, be is there. © The darknefs 
and the light are both alike to him; he is infinite 
in all his attributes; he is omnipreſent; he per- 
vadeth every part of his vaſt extended empire; 
there are no bounds to Omnipotence ; he remains 
the ſame, from-generation to generation; with 
him, the perfect King, there is no variableneſs, 
neither any ſhadow of turning. When we con- 
template with propriety, the attributes of this Be- 
ing, through the ſanRification of the Spirit, then 
we experience what it is to have a pure heart, a 
heart poſſeſſing purity of intention, whoſe facul- 
ties and powers are placed on a pure object, 
and all under the influence of the Holy Spirit, 
and under the government of thoſe laws which 
the infinitely-wiſe Legiſlator hath adapted to 
promote the happineſs of all his creatures, and 
to prepare them for the glory and the dignity 
that ĩs the peculiar privilege of the pure in heart; 
the enjoyment of that pure ſtate of being, which 
we ſee now but darkly, through a glaſs, where 
the wicked ceaſe from troubling, and the weary 

12 are 
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are at reſt; where the ſociety of the juſt are em- 
ployed in contemplating the attributes of the 
eternal King, and join in the solemm 5ong of Moxes, 
tbe servant of God, and of the Lamb, sgying, Great 
and marvellous are thy works, O Lord God Almigh- 
ty; juſt ee eben. amm 
t . 


PRAYER 


4 
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AT' THE 


CONCLUSION or Tus MEETING. 


{OST gracious God, as of ourſelves we can 
do nothing, be pleaſed, we humbly be- 
ſeech thee, to look down from the heavens, the 
habitation of thy holineſs, favourably upon us 
at this ſeaſon. Do thou lift up the light of thy 
glorious countenance upon us, that in thy light, 
O Lord, we may ſee light, and that our under- 
ſtandings may be effectually informed reſpecting 
thoſe things which belong to our peace and to 
thy 


Ut) 
thy glory; that our underſtand} ings may not 
only be enlightened to ſee, but alſo our hearts 
ſtrengthened and animated to engage in the work 
of righteouſneſs, which is peace, and the effect 
of it quietneſs and aſſurance forever. 

O moſt merciful Father, look down upon us, 
vile, unworthy creatures; inflame our hearts 
with a ſenſe of gratitude to thee, the Author and 
Fountain of every good and perfect gift, of all 
- thoſe bleſſings which we have received, and have 
ſo much miſapplied, in the courſe of our ſhort 
pilgrimage ; that, under a juſt ſenſe of thy majeſ- 
ty, of thy mercy and goodneſs, and of our own 
weakneſs, we may be induced to approach thy 
holy altar, and put up our ſupplications unto 
thee, that thou wouldeſt be pleaſed to ſend vs 
health out of thy ſanctuary, and * us 
as out of Zion. 

Thou, that haſt been a rock and a place of 
refuge for the righteous in all generations, look 
down, we beſeech thee, upon thoſe that are under 
the preſſure of any ſpecies of affliction and pro- 
bation, thoſe whoſe hearts are right towards thee, 
who are going to Mount Zion, and have had. 


their feet directed thither. Oh! be pleaſed to. 
| * afford 
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afford theſe the aid of thy Spirit in the moments 


of human weakneſs, and in their ſolemn adverſe 
ſeaſon.. Lift up the light -of thy countenance 
upon them. O Lord, preſerve us all in the 
courſe of our pilgrimage through this vale of 
tears z guide us, by the light of thy counſel and 
afterwards receive us into the realms of celeſtial 
glory, where, having been previouſly effectually 
purged, ſanctified, and juſtified, in and through 
thy Son, our Lord and Saviour, Jeſus Chriſt, we 
may join the heavenly ſociety, and forever be 
with the ſaints and angels, and ſpirits of juſt 
men: made perfect, to laud and praiſe thy great 
and excellent name; to whom, for all thy mer- 
cies, be the dominion, thankſgiving, bleſſing, and 
praiſe, not only now, bit henceforth and forev- 
ermore, Amen, 


DISCOURSE 
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FAS do, and thou fhatt live. Thieſe words of 
our Lord revived in my remembrance at this 
meeting, and I have been led to advert-to the 
6ccafion of their being delivered. It is, I think} 
written in one of the evangeliſts: Bebold, & cer» 
tain lawyer flood up, and tempted him, ſaying, Maſs 
ter, what ſhall J do to inherit everlaſting life? It 
is written, that he meant to tempt him; it fol- 
lows, of courſe, that his motive, in propoſing 
this queſtion, was not of the beſt kind; that it 
was not with a view of gaining information, 
but, if poſſible, to enſnare him and take an occa- 
fion againſt him. But, our. Lord, upon this #s 
Vo | — — 
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well as upon every other occaſion, manifeſted 
that wiſdom which he poſſeſſed above all ether 
men, that wiſdom which directed all that he did, 
and all that he ſaid ; he 5poke as never man spoke 3 
he ſpoke with peculiar authority, and not as the 
ſcribes. Inſtead of making ati immediate and di- 
rect anſwer to this queſtion, -he previouſly pro- 
poſed one to him, What, ſays he, is written in 
the law? bow readeſt thou? To which the lawyer 
replied, Thou ſhalt love the Lord, thy God, with all 
thy heart, and with all thy soul, and with all thy 
ſtrengtb, and with all thy mind, and thy neighbour 
as thyself, To which Jeſus ſaid, Thou haft an- 
s2wered right ; this do, and thou ſhalt live, It ſeem- 
eth to me, that this lawyer might apprehend, as 
ſome others did, who had a prejudice againſt 
Jeſus, and the worthy cauſe which he promoted 
upon the earth, that he came to deſtroy the law 
and the prophets, and to preach another law ei- 
ſentially different from that which had beert 
delivered to them, or that he diſpenſed with the 
obligation of that, which, by way of diſtinction, 
is called the moral law, But our Saviour evins 
ced that he came not to deftroy the law, but to 
fulfil it; he told them, that heaven and earth 
| = ſhould 
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ſhould. ſooner paſs away than one jot or tittle of 
the law ſhould fail. Now the law which our 
Saviour intended, when he ſays, What is aoritten 
in the law? How readefi thou? could not be any 
part of the New Teſtament; becauſe none of 
that had been written ; he therefore intended 
that law of eommandments which 13 of unirer- 
ſal and indiſpenſable obligation, and is immuta- 
ble: Thou ſbalt love the Lord thy God with all thy. 
heart, and with all thy soul, and withall thyflrength, 
and with: all thy mind; and thy neighbour as tbyself. 
Now we are inſtructed that love is the fulfilling 
of the law; but in what fenſe is it the fulfilling 
of the law ? Why, whoever poſſeſſes the love of 

God, will be induced, by the beſt motives, to 
ſtudy his will, and to diſcharge the obligation of 
his ſeveral religious duties to him, If he loves 
his neighbour, he will be induced to deſire his 
welfare upon all occaſions. He will ſeek tho 
intereſt and good of his neighbour ; he will not 
only be juft, but merciful, kind and: loving. 
And this definition perfectly agrees with that 
paſſage, where it is ſaid, Love worketh no ill to bis 
nerghbbour. 


Now I conceive that there is no other Way 
| for 
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for us to obtain that moſt deſirable object of being 
accepted of our Creator, who is the Judge of the 
whole earth, than to obſerve thoſe ſacred com- 
mandments on which hang all the law and the 
prophets. And it ſeems to me, that there is 
much more of the love of God, and the love of 
our neighbour aſſumed, or profeſſed, than is re- 
ally poſſeſsed at heart by mankind. The pride, 
. the haughtineſs, the irreverence, with which they 
appear in the preſence of the omniſcient Being, 
beſpeak that they poſſeſs not the love of him in 
their hearts. Ambition, avarice, and the vari- 
ous ſpecies of vanity which have invaded the 
feveral claſſes of mankind, beſpeak that they are 
void af the love of the God of heaven and of the 
whole earth. They, who riſe up early, and go 
to bed late, in order to add houſe to houſe, 
and barn ta barn, and bag to bag, and land to 
land, till there is nothing left for the poor of the 
earth ; who improve every apportunity to mo- 
nopolige as much as poſſible the bleſſings of heav- 
en, and whoſe thirſt ſeems inexhauſtible ; wha 
are prompted by avarice, which is a paſſion that 
increaſes with the increaſe of years, and increaſes 
with the increaſe of riches; manifeſt that the 
Z 2 lovo 
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love of God is not in them: for; the -apultty 
faith, F am man lous the world, the love-:of \tbs 
Father is not in bin; by which 1-nderftandy/if 
man is poſſeſſed of an inordinate love of tho 
things of this world; if they ſo take hold of his 
affeAions, and engroſs his attention, as to ſteal 
from him that awe of God which ever ought ta 
pervade his ſoul ; if it prevents his attention ta 
the ſtatutes and the commandments of heaven, 
and prevents his walking humbly and reverentix 
through this ſhort ſcene of his pilgrimage; it 
is, and may be juſtly called, that kind of love of 
the world which excludes the love of the ſu· 
preme Being. . . Reoctrii 
But, while it is ſo little, 1 fear, podeded at 
heart, much is profeſſed by all the ſeveral denom+ 
inations.of religion; however they may differ 
with reſpeR ta ſpeculative tenets, certain rituals, 
and modes of deyotion, and articles of faith 


they all profeſs to love God, all acknowledge the 
obligation of that and of the ſubſequent com- 
mandment; hut it is to he feared that we often 
treat the ſupreme Being in a manner ſimilar to 
that which we uſe one towards another. A- 


mang manknd, + there are great and ſpecious pre- 
tences 
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tenees of friendſhip, when perhaps there :is but 
little really poſſeſſed at heart; and indeed lome, 
under the ſetablance of love and friendſhip, baye 
only waited for an opportunity to ſtab the,repus 
tation, or injure their neighbour in his property 
or perſon, with ſecurity from the laſh of the law. 
There are, who have made this profeſſion as a 
cloak of maliciouſneſs; and, while they have 
ſaid, art thou in health, brother? have had a dag- 
ger concealed beneath the black diſguiſe, Now 
we are abundantly inſtructed, that, though we 
may, and too frequently do, deceive one another, 
and paſs off baſe metal for ſterling coin, yet it is 
impoſſible we ſhould deceive that awful Being 
with whom we have to do; he ſees not as man 
ſees; he looks beyond the veil of every cover- 
ing; he beholds the latent receſſes of the human 
heart. Let us therefore not. be deceived, for 
God is not mocked ; that which every man ſows,. 
that ſhall he reap; if he ſows unto the fleſh, he 
ſhall of the fleſh reap corruption; but, if he 
ſows unto the ſpirit, of the ſpirit he ſhall reap 
life everlaſting. | . 
In vain ſhall we call upon the name of the 
Tord, in vain ſhall we ſacrifice upon his altar, in 
vain 
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vain ſhall we make many prayers, and ſpread our 
hands towards the habitation of his holineſs, un- 
leſs we poſleſs the love of him in the higheſt; and 
which, whoever poſseſses, he will manifeſt in the 

various branches of life, his converſation, and 
| commerce among mankind. He will conſcientis 
ouſly diſcharge his religious, his ſocial, his reta- 
tive, duties; and, in the ſphere of his move- 
ment, he will manifeſt the love of God by keep- 
ing his commandments. / ye love me (lays 
our Lord) keep my commandments; and, if we 
would really become objects of his compla- 
cency, if we would be loved and honoured of 
that Being who made us for the purpoſe of his 
own glory, let us attend to the ſolemn injunction 
of the author of the Chriſtian religion: Keep y 
therefore my commandments and abide in my love, 
even as I have kept my Father's commandments and 
abide in bis love. 

Let us not therefore apprehend, that any ar · 
ticles of faith, that any rituals of devotion, or 
any form of prayer that can poſſibly be uttered, 
can be a ſubſtitute for this affect ion of heart to- 
wards God, and which the conſideration of his 


—— will the moſt powerfully engage us to 
po ſseſs. 
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poſceſs, We have nothing that we have riot re- 
ceived ; he, the ancient of days; is the ſole pro- 
prietor of the univerſe, the Lord of hoſts; he is 
one, and his name is one. We, the inhab« 
itants of his footſtool, are but tenants at will. 
The earth is the Lord's, and the fulneſs thereof, 
and the cattle of a thouſand hills are his. And 
ſeeing we poſseſs nothing but what we have de- 
rived from him, that all the bleſſings which we 
have received are owing to his bounty and good- 
neſs, we ought not to-boaſt as if we had not re- 
ceived them, but with all humility acknowledge 
his manifold goodneſs, and to offer unto him the 
facrifice of an undivided heart. It is the lan- 
guage of . wifdom to the ſons of men, My ſon 
give me thy heart. Our beſt affections will be en- 
gaged ; then, indeed, we. ſhall poſseſs the very 
ſpicit of devotion ; for, whoever poſseſses not the 
love of God poſseſses not the ſpirit of devotion ; 
his hands may be liſted up towards the habitation 
of his holineſs, but his heart lies groveling on 
the earth; he is worſhipping the gods of this 
world, ſilver and gold, and therefore the lifting 
up of his hands, and the verbal oblation of his 
mouth, will not be acceptable incenſe upon that 

ſacred 
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facred altar, whereof thoſe - 1 ende the 
tabernacle have no right to partake, _ | 
Iwiſh that we might improve ſuch ſeaſons as this 
in a particular manner, to contemplate the divipe 
attributes, to reflect and think upon his name, 
to recollect the inſtances of his goodneſs, of his 
power, and of his wiſdom, that ſo we may fed 
our affections more and more ſet upon things 
that are above, leſs and leſs upon things which 
are beneath, which are but of a tranſitory nature, 
and which periſh with the uſing. This was the 
injunction of the apoſtle : Ser your affection on 
things above, and not on things on the earth, This 
indeed is to be ſpiritually minded, as it is writ+ 
ten, to be carnally minded is death, but to be frit- 
ually minded is life and peace. L 
If we were really concerned to poſseſs this 
love of God, it would not only manifeſt itſelf in 


the various branches of our religious duty, but 
alſo thoſe of a ſocial and relative kind. I think 
we are ſomewhere told, that, for a man to ſee his 


fellow-creature in diſtreſs, and ſhut up his bow- 
els againſt him, how dwelleth the love of God in 
him? And the apoſtlegeaſons very aptly : . ſaqs 


he, we love not our brother, whom we bave fee 
| how 
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hoto al we Bob G whom! e Pave ub, lern, bags 
js not art object &f eſe; who is inapproichab 1 
No min Rach Wen Mm, för can fee him ; and, as 
— incapabie of tendering any thing unto 

who is abſolutely perfect, it ſeenis that he 
prov of the good offices we do for one another 
i "i they had been done unto him, arid he was 
capable FA being benefited by them. This is il- 
Weg e dur Lord. with reſpect to thoſe who 
had neg Heckel bi: I wwas an. bungered, and ye fed 
me not; ; ndkel, an gh clothed me not'; fick and in 
biin, a ardye 22 me not; to which they made 
this reply: When ' w we thee an-bungered, or 
naked, or fick, or in priton, and did not miniſter 
unto Dee? — [naimuch, ſays he, as ye did it not to 
one of the -leaft of tbene my brethren, ye did it not 
unto me; and again, to thoſe ho received him, 
it is ſaid, IJ was an- hungered, and ye fed me; naked, 
and ye clothed me, or words tothe 'fame import; 


1 was fick and in prion, and ye vitited wie. Now theſe 


poſceſted that modeſty which is peculiar to good 


men; they anſwered: When tau we thee an-bits 
gered, or naked, or sich, or in prison, and miniftered 


unto thee ?—Tramiuch, ſays he, at ye have don# it 
to 1 of "the lea of there fittle ones, you bave 


Aa gone 
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done it to me. Who are theſe little ones? "In 
ceive that we are all, by creation God's little 
ones; he ſtands- in the relation of à father to 
all ranks and claſles of human beings; he of ot 
blood bas made all nations to dwell on allethe 
face of the earth, and hath determined the times 
before appointed, and the bounds: of their habit- 
ation; and, as he has made them of one blood, 
ſo he locks upon them with am everlaſting love, 
which diſcriminates not the perfons of men 
for, he is no reſpeQer of perſons; but, in every. 
nation, he, that teareth. God and worketh righ- 
teouſneſs, i is accepted of him. And, that the 
little ones, in this place, intended not any pecu- 
liar claſs, to me is very evident; becauſe; we ate 
under an obligation to do good to the unrigh- 
teous as well as the righteous; to the unjuſt as 
well as the juſt; not only to be loving to our 
friends, but to love our enemies, to do good to 
all; to put up our prayers, not for this or that 
peculiar claſs of perſons, but to addreſa our 
- prayers for the vaſt community of creatures ;— 
J exbort, ſays the apoſtle, that prayers and supplt- 
caticns be made far all men; jor kings, and for all 


that are in authority ; that we may lead a quiet. and 
peaceable 
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pracedble iſe; in all gedliness and honey. We are 
to pray fot the righteous, that they may be con- 
firmed in their ways; for the wicked, that they 
may be reformed. We are to pray not only for 
our friends; for for, if we love them that love us, 
what do we e others? It is natural to 
have an affection for them who have an aff: gion 
for us; but we muſt go farther than this, we 
muſt love them that hate us, and pray for them 
that perſecute us If we poſſeſs this ſpirit of 
mind, if love e to all, then we (hall ever 
have occafion, as our Lord ſaid, rather to rejoice 
than to be ſorrowful if we ſhall be maltreated 
by thoſe whoſe intereſt we have endeavoured to 
promote: — Bird are ye (ſays our Lord) when - 
nen ſhall tay all manner of evil againſt you, faliely, 
for my s5ake ; rejoice and be exceeding glad, for 
great is your reward in beaven. Now I wiſh that 
this affection of love, the love of God and of our 
neighbour, were more really felt at heart than 
it appears to be. 

The love of our e means not, in tho 
common acceptation of the term, the people 
whoſe local habitation is near ours, and who lend 
us ſome aſſiſtance, as we are inſtructed in the 

Aa? calc - 
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caſe of the Samaritan and the poor. Jews hen it 
was aſked. our Lord, who is my neighbour.?, It 
ſeemed good ſometimes to him to anſwer. the 
queſtions propoſed to him by a parable. It was 
peculiar to thoſe times and that part of the 
world; and, ſo frequent was it, that it is ſaid of 
our Lord, that without a parable ſpake he. not 
unto them. A certain man, ſays he, went dawn 
from, Jeruſalem to Jericho, and fell among 
thieves, who ſtripped him, and wounded him, 
and departed, leaving him half dead. Here was 
an object for Chriſtian beneyolence to exerciſe 
itſelf upon; here was an inſtance in which the 
love of our neighbour. ſhould have been exerciſ- 
ed; but it ſeems that thoſe, who ought to have 
poſſeſſed the greateſt ſhare of friendly affections, 
thoſe who waited upon the ſervice of the altar, 
wanted this affection. The Prieſt paſſed by, the 
Levite followed his example ; thoſe, who ought 
to have been the firſt to ſet an example of mercy, 
loving-kindneſs, and charity, poſſeſſed not that 
affection, which would engage us, by every means 
in our power, to relieve the diſtreſſed, and wipe 
away the tears of the afflicted, In ſhort; ſo much 


ſtreſs is laid upon the poſleſſion of this affection, 


and 
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and exerciſing it in charity and kindneſs one to- 
wards another, that it is ſaid to be the religion 
which is pure and undefiled, not a religion of 
ſpeculation and theory: Pure religion, and unde. 
filed before God and the Father, is this : to visit the 


fatberless and widews in their affli tion, and to keep 
aurtelues unspotted from the world. | 
The Prieſt paſſed by; the Levite alſo paſſed 
by. At length, it ſeems, a Samaritan came that 
way; and, though there had long ſubſiſted an 
enmity between the Jews and the Samaritans, 
yet he poſſeſſed ſo much of the love of God and 
his neighbour, that it overcame the prejudice of 
his education; though the objeR that claimed 
this attention was a Jew; he took compaſſion on 
him in this ſtate, and did not, as we often do to 
one another, pour in a mixture of wormwood 
and gall, to aggravate the wounds, rather than 
the oil of love, to alleviate and aſſuage them. 
He poured in oil and wine; and not only ſo, 
but he looked forwards, and provided for his fu- 
ture ſubſiſtence; he ſent him to an inn, and, 
when he departed, dire&ed the hoſt to take care 
of him, ſaying, Whatſoever thou ſpendeſt, when 
I come again, I will repay thee. 2 


This 
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This is ſet forth as an example to use which 
we thould' by all means attempt toimitate. We 
ſhould be diveſted of every ſpecies of prejudice; 
and endeavour to have our hearts more enlarged 
in the love of God; and, the more we are en- 
larged in the love of Gel, the more ſhall e 
poſſeſs the love of our neighbour, and more pro- 
mote the intereſt of the vaſt community of man- 
kind, and be more diſpoſed to iĩmitate the exam. 
ple of the Saviour of mankind among the por 
and deſpiſed, who was on that account, in re-. 
proach, called the friend of publicans and ſin- 
ners. We ſhould exerciſe our gifts for the pro- 
motion of righteouſneſs on the earth, to prevent 
every calamity, and promote the intereſt of ſoci- 
ety. It ſhould be the ſtudy of our lives, and our 
delight, to go about doing good. I am thanks 
ful I poſſeſs that ſpirit of charity that ſorgets all 
the diſtinctions of names, of rank, and of dignity. 
As men are ſtripped of theſe diſtinctions, and re- 
member that they ſtand in the relation of chil 
dren tothe Father of mankind, ſo will their 
love and benevolence be; it we poſſeſsed this 
affzetion, we ſhould - endeavour ' to promote 
concord among the ſeveral ranks of ſociety. 
I 
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1 wiſh we-mayiſee the reſtoratjon of thoſe pri- 
meval days, when the morning ſtars ſang soge- 
ther, and all the fons of God ſhouted for joy. 
God is love that is a teun-whick is moſt aptly 
applied, and moſt-gloripully illuſtrates the attci- 
bates, of, the ſgpreme Being. We are the off+ 


ſpung of his, benevolence; it was to communis, 
cato happineſs, it was from the ſource of his in- 
finite benevolence; that he created us, and endu- 
ed ug with capacities, of partaking of the happi - 
neſs of immortality. ' He hasfralled us to keep 
his ſtatutes, that we may poſſeſs. a ſpecies of hap- 
pineſs inconceivable to us at preſent, and which, 
in its duration, will run parallel with the end- 


leſs ages of eternity. 

Secing we have received every thiog we poſſe ſs 
from him, let us be proftrate at his footſtool; 
let us, in all the emotions of filial piety, approach 


his altar, in the multitude of his mercies, and 


lift up our hands to the habitation of his holi- 
neſs ;—not only our hands, but alſo our hearts. 
Liſt up your bands and bearts to God, I think the 
Plalmiſt ſays, bo inbabits the heavens, Theſc 
will be ſeaſons of ſolemnity. We ſhall enter into 
the cloſets of our hearts, and ſhut the door; we 

ſhall 


= = 

ſhall be lifted up, as on the witigs of an eagle, 
in the contemplation of his attributes, agreeable 
to the declaration of the prophet, who ſpolee · in 
the name of the Lore: Though the youth may 
faint, and the young men utterly fall, yet they who 
wait upon the Lord ſhall renew their frength ; they 
ſhall mount up with wings as eagles ; they ſhall run, 
and not be weary; they ſhall walk, and not faint. 
In holy fervor of ſpirit, we ſhall be able to enter 
into that within the veil, and in the depth of 
humiliation we ſhall worſhip the Lord in the 
beauty. of holineſs. Thus ſhall 'we be qualified 
to join the celeſtial fong: Glory 1 God in the 
higheſt; on earth, peace; and good will towards men. 
Under the ſenſe of theſe things, the manifeſta- 
tion of his prefence, and a participation of that 
food which is of a ſpiritual nature, the bread 
that cometh down from God out of heaven, we 
ſhall be qualified to approach him, not in a 
formal manner, but the language of our hearts 

will be: | 
Cur Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy 


name; thy kingdom ceme ; thy will be done on earth | 
"s it is in heaven. Give us, this day, our daily 
'; ond jorgive us our trespasses, as we forgive 

| them 
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them that treipais against us ; and, lead us not into 
timpration, but deliver us from evil; for, thine is 
rhe kingdom, and tht power, and the glory, forever 
_ ever. Amen, > 
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CONCLUSION or TE MEETING. 


6 . 


OST gracious God, inſpire us more and 

more with ſuitable affections towards 

thee, that we may find acceſs to thy preſence, 
and offer up the acceptable incenſe of thankſ- 
giving and of praiſe. 'O thou omniſcient Being, 
who knoweſt us altogether as we are, grant, we 
beſeech thee, - that, under the influence of the 
light of the Goſpel of thy Son, we may ſee our- 


ſelves as we are ſeen of thee ; that, in the depth 
of 
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of reverence, we may abhor ourſelves in duſt and 
aſhes; that the remembrance of our paſt tranſ- 
greſſions, which have loudly beſpoken our in- 
gratitude to thee, thou moſt adorable Being, 
may be blotted out; and that we may feel that 
contrition of ſoul, which becomes every penitent 
who is the proper object of thy mercy. O let 
the conſideration of thine attributes and of our 
ewn unworthineſs humble us yet more and more 
in thy preſence ; that, poſseſsed with a filial fear 
of thee, we may in future be more circumſpeR in 
our goings; and that we may ſeek, and be able 
to diſcriminate, the juſt man's way, and to walk 
in it, whch, as the bright and ſhining light, 
ſhineth more and more unto the perfect day. O 
grant that we may be more and more enamoured 
with the love of virtue; that we may more and 
more prefer the narrow and the ſtrait gate, which 
leads to life, rather than the broad way of ſenſual 
indulgence, that leads to the gates of death, and 
ultimately will involve ſuch as perſevere therein 
in the pit of perdition. 

O moſt adorable Jeſus, increaſe our faith and 
love, and increaſe the friendly affections of 
aur ſouls one towards another, that we may be 

B b 2 diſpoſed 
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diſpoſed; inſtead of burdening: others, tu bear 
each other's burdens; inſtead of eaſting about d 
enſnare and deceive, we may look upon our neigh: 
bour's intereft as our own; that we may promote 
the intereſt of righteouſneſs in the world that, 
under the inftuence'of the Holy Spirit, througti 
grace, we may walk before thee fo, in this world 
as to have an ample hope of being recerved into 
the aſsembly of the juſt, in the hfe to come. 
O thou, who art the preſerver of men, influ- 
ence us more and more, by thy Spirit, that we 
may lay aſide every weight and every burden, 
and the fin which doth fo cafily beſet us; and 
run with patience the race which is ſet before us; 
and ſo to run, as that we may obtain the crown 
immortal, that ſhall never fade away. While 
we are ſojourners in this world, and in the land 
of the ſhadow of death, open-to us the brighter 
proſpect of a fairer day; that whatfoever may be 
our lot in this pilgrimage, whether perſecution 
or diſtreſs, we may have an intereft in thy 
Son, as a hope firm and ſteadfaſt, as an anchor 
in this tempeſtuous ocean. Grant that, when 
the days of our pilgrimage are concluded, we 


may receive the end of our faith, even the falva- 
tion 
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tion of our ſouls, where the righteous © ſhall 

ſhine as the brightneſs of the firmament, and as 
the ſtars, forever and even. 
O thou moſt righteous Being, in a ſenſe of thy 
goodneſs, we would approach thy altar, and aſ- 
cribs to thee might, majeſty, anddominion, with 

every other excellent and adorable attribute, 
now, henceforth, and forevermore. Amen. | 


m1. Mt. „* IT TI 8 „ 
92 2 *' "Few * 
- 
_ 
— - 
— - 
” 


a | 
» 
. \ 


DISCOURSE 


—_ 
J. n 5 5 
- A 
— 0 . 7 — 
— e. — a 1 4 
* * „ * 
* 9 
* * f ' % . ? 
. s «+ *% ® * i ; ' 5 * 9 ' 
n 2 . VE. % * 1 1 * 4 4 % 
: x 4 * %* bw 744 
m * * 07 $1 - 1 1 2 Ea 9 * — 
* ; + , * g : po of . 1 9 
| D I 8 ©] 5 R | | 47 * 
ä - C i U | E X. 
, 3 24 111 4 $3 1 Nine 1 . 
p 4 4 s * 1 # „ 0 * 4 [ TXT » * 4174. eee. 
a ' 
IMS 5 4 


NDER an apprehenſion of duty, I have 
frequently laboured among you, in word 

and doctrine, for a ſeries of years. What effect 
it has had on thoſe who have heard me, I cannot 
preſume to determine ; if Iwere, indeed, to judge 
by appearances, I ſhould conclude the obvious 
effects to be but little. But, there is a matter 
on which Iam fully competent to determine: 
my motives have been of the beſt kind, the love 
of God, and the love of my fellow- creatures; 


that love which worketh no ill, but would by all 
_ Poſſible. methods promote the eſsential intereſt 


of its neighbours; and, having from time to 
_ time 
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time diſcharged what I apprehended to be my re- 
ligious duty, IThave therein found great peace. 
This, to myſelf, at leaſt, has been the effect of 
my public labours; and though it is probable, 
that what I have ſometimes delivered, may have 
been more or leſs ſimilar to that which I have 
aforetime delivered, yet I hope, that even a re- 
petition of doctrines and advices,” which we are 
urged to deliver, from a ſenſe of duty, may not 
be as water ſpilt upon a ſtone, but may have a 
tendency (if not to convey any material informa- 
tion to the underſtanding) to ſtir up at leaſt the 
pure mind, by way of remembrance. 19 
We have heard much; we have had line upon 
line, and precept upon precept ; and there have 
been ſent among us, who, as good ſeribes, out 
of their treaſury, have brought forth things new 
and old. But, the eſſential important doctrines, 
which reſpect in particular our practical duties, 
make, it is to be feared, but a ſlight impreſſion 
on the minds of men, even upon thoſe who are 
very fond of hearing, and have perhaps much to 
ſay concerning the myſteries of faith; who, 
whilſt they lay much ſtreſs upon ſpeculative o- 
pinions, have poſseſsed too little of that real 
Chriſtian 


be any ſuch, who are yet unſatisfied with regard 


(ae. 
Chriftian love and zeal, which manifeſts ĩtſelf by 
a conduct conſiſtent with the commandments o 
the Author of the Chriſtian diſpenſation. We 
want to be ſtirred up, to be excited to db that, 
which we want not to be inſtructed it is our duty 
to-do. But, if there be any, in this auditory, 
whoſe underſtandings may have been bewildered 
in a long and tedious purſuit of ſpeculative no. 
tions; or ho have attempted, though bat with 
little ſuceeſs, to inveſtigate abſtruſe points, and to 
comprehend myſteries which the wiſdom of the 
Holy Ghoſt may ſee meet to conceal from the fool- 
iſhneſs of men (the prying curioſity of the creature, 
who is more apt to inquire than to obey) if there 


to thoſe grand & eſſential points, upon which their 
acceptance with the common Father of the hu- 
man race depends; if there be any who are under 
the preſſure of manifold ſins and tranſgreſſions, are 
in doubt with reſpect to thoſe means which are 
neceflary to be purſued, in order that their tranſ- 
greſſions may be forgiven of God, and that they 
may be accepted of him; if there be any, who, 
in the anguiſh of their ſouls, have their hands 
upon their loins, with hat ſhall 1 doto be saved? 
wes; it 
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it ſeems to me to be my duty to ſtate them a 
caſe, nearly perhaps as we have it repreſented in 
the holy Scriptures, reſpecting one, formerly, 
who propoled a queſtion of this fort. 

| How ſhall I come before the Lord? or wherewitbal 
ſhall I bow m;self bejore the m bigh God? Shall 1 
come bejore bim with burnt offerings and calves of a 
year old ? ſhall I present him with tin thou andi of iv- 

ers of oil? ſhall I give him my fir/t-born for my trant- 
| g' Mon, the fruit of my bo.iy for the fin of my zou f 
Now it ſeems to me, bꝛyond all controverſy, that 


by coming before the Lord, bowing before the moſt 


b:3h God, was meant, the bowing before him, or 
coming before him, acceptably, What (hill 
] do to recommend mylſeif to the divine 
notice, to have the load of my fins taken 
off? my tranſgreſſions cancelled from the 
book of his remembrance? In anſwer to this, 
he was ſhewn that that which God required of 


man, as eſſential to his acceptance with him, was 


eaſily to be apprehended, and within the compaſs 
of his power to perform ; that is to fay, of man, 


favoured with the manifeſtation of the Spirit of 


God, and ſtrengthened-by his grace. 
He bath fhewed thee, O man, «hat is gocd; and 
Cc what 
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what doth the Lord require of thee, but to do juſtly, 
and to love mercy, and to walk humbly with thy God? 
Here our eſſential duties are ſummed up under 
three heads, which indeed comprehend much— 
The firſt is juice. A man muſt be morally juſt 
before he can be religiouſly good ; whereas we 
oft-times ſee the divine order perverted, and that 
men are more zealous to be connected with par- 
ties, and more zealous for the intereſt of a ſe, 
than to maintain even the character of —_— 
honeſty. 
Do juſily—Now the obligation of juſtice is 
void of any kind of perplexity. We no ſooner 
reflect upon the relation man ſtands in to man, 
but the propriety of juſtice is clear. We are 
without excuſe, if we neglect to do juſtice ; and 
though this perhaps may come under the appel- 
lation of what is called a moral duty, let us not 
think meanly of moral duties ; for, notwith- 
ſtanding the variety of ſpeculative doctrines pub- 
liſhed here and there, and curious diſtinAions 
made upon points of religion, what is the ſtate 
of moral juſtice among us? Let us look abroad 
among mankind ; ſhall we not have cauſe to ap- 


prehend, of many, that their wits are employed, 
| and 
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and time laid out, in planning ſchemes to 
take advantage of their neighbours? in laying 
a foundation to raiſe themſelves on the ſpoils 
of others? to make them ſelves rich, and thereby 
fall into many fooliſh and hurtful luſts, which 
drown men in fin and perdition ? It ſeems to be 
the ſtudy of a greatpart of mankind, to outwit 
and deceive the other; inſtances of notorious 
breaches of juſtice ſtrike us on every hand, & eve- 
ry where, and which people are the more prompt- 
ed to commit, from a deſire of a luxurious and 
pompous mode of life, which is too generally 
prevalent among mankind, The diſeaſe of lux- 
ury is almoſt epidemical; - through all claſſes, 
there ſeems to be an emulation to excel, and 
many burſt in the attempt. 

I am concerned at heart, friends, to revive in 
your remembrance the obligation of juſtice, We 
muſt be juſt and righteous before we ſhall be 
good ; and it ſeems that our Lord laid a peculiar 
ſtreſs on what are called moral doctrines, that of 
juſtice, and that of mercy ; inſomuch that he ſays, 
If ye forgive not men their trespases, neither will 
your Father forgive your trespates; and agaih he 
fays (which is worthy of note it is called the 

Cen © golden 
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golden rule; it is a law, a general law, of ac. 
tion, worthy of the Moſt High to give, and of 
his Son to promulgate among the inhabitants of 


the earth) Whatsoever ye would that men ſhould 


Ao to you, do ye even 59 to them, Here is the eſo 
ſence of all the beſt human laws or ſtatutes that 
ever were compoſed in the world. All human 
laws, io far as they are conſiſtent with propriety, 


are founded in, and conſiſtent with, this gen- 


eral law, which comprehends all relations and 
connections among man kind: — Wb itaever ye 
Weuld that men ſhould do to you, do» ye even 10 to 
them. If we would wiſh to appear with honeſ- 
ty to our neighbours, let us act in the manner we 
would wiſh them to aft to us. If we would 
wiſh them not to take advantage of us, let us not 
take advantage of them. As, in a time of diſ- 
treſs, we would wiſh to have the ſympathy of our 
neighbours, and the hand of relief extended to 


us, let us not forget the needy in the time of our 


proſperity, but do to them as we would they 
ſhould do to us. If we with. being in danger, 
to be appriſed of that danger, that we might not 
fall into deſtruction, let us warn and admoniſh 


others. There is a mutual dependence runs 
_ through 
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through ſociety, and it is our duty to advert:{: 
one another in hours of peril; and where we can 
do no poſitive good, we ſhould endeavourto pre- 
vent all poſſible evil. Theſe are duties which 
we want not ſo much to be convinced of, as to 
be effeQually incited to perform. But ſuch is the 
weakneſs of human nature, that people are more 
fond of taking up with {ſubſcriptions to articles 
of faith, and of atten lance to ordinances, and 
wiſh to get rid of their fins in that way, aud 
herein ſhew a great zeal ; but that falls ſhort of 
the rectitude which the goſpel enjoins, and 
is the end of the law, and the end of the com- 
ing of Chriſt, and of offering himſelf a ſacrifice 
for fin to produce order and righteouſneſs among 
all ranks of men. This was one of the ends of 
his coming; and however ſpecious our profeſſio!:s 
may be, however deeply we may enter into the 
myſteries of the kingdom of heaven, yet if we 
poſſeſs not the ſpirit of charity, and motives to 
uſt ice and benevolence, what is it? /I ypeak, 
ſays the apoſtle, with the tongues of men and an- 
gels, and have not charity, I am become as $ounding 
brass, or a tinkling cymbal; and though I have the 
gift o/ * and — wil myſteries, and all 

knowicage, 
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nowledge, and though 1 bave all faith, 59 that 1 
could remove mountains; and bave not charity, 1 am 
nothing. By charity, I conceive, is not meant a 
guſt of paſſion that would prompt a man occa- 
tionally to do a good act, but a ſettled principle 
of goodneſs and benevolence, that would prompt 
a man to general juſtice, and not to be juſt only, 
but alſo good. If I speak with the tongues of men 
and of angels, and have not charity, it will profit me 
nothing; if I have all faith, and underſtand all mys- 
teries, yet, ſays he, if 1 have not charity, it profiteth 
me nothing; to ſhew, that, in order to our ac- 
tions being denominated good, they muſt proceed 
from a good motive and principle. He ſhews 
that the ſemblance of charity is nothing; JF 1 
give my body to be burned, and my goods to the pcor, 
and have not charity, it profiteth me nothing.  here- 
fore, let us endeavour to be really that we ſeem 
to be. Let us not content ourſelves with the 
ſemblance of holineſs and charity, but let us hold 
the myſtery of the faith, in a pure conſcience: for 
it is poſſible people may conceive right notions of 
things, and yet, for want of receiving them as a 
principle influencing their actions, they may hold 


the truth, but hold it in uniighteouſneſs ; but 
he; 
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he, who holds the myſtery of faith as he ought 
to hold it, holds it in a pure conſcience. 

Our Saviour, in his miniſtry, was gentle in his 
addreſs, and perſuaſive in his language. When 
he addreſſed the publicans and ſinners, he found 
more opennels to receive the goſpel among this. 
rank of people, than thoſe who had the form of 
godlineſs, but denied the power thereof; inſa- 
much, that it became a proverb, that he was the 
friend of publicans and ſinners; for which con- 
duct he gave this eſſential reaſon, that he came 
not to call the righteous, but ſinners to repent- 
ance. Where the carcase is, there will the eagles be 
gathered together. Among theſe people there 
was a diſpoſition to receive him; and among o- 
ther things which the meſſengers of John were 
required to teſtify that they had ſeen, was, that 
the poor had the goſpel preached to them. How 
did this friend of publicans and ſinners, who 
ſpoke with ſo much gentleneſs, behave when he 
came to addreſs the ſuperior charaQers, in all 
the pomp of their ſanity, who made broad the 
phylacteries, who were zealous for the written 
and oral traditions of their fathers? O ye gene- 
ration of vipers, how can ye escape the damnation of 

hell ! 
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bell! Ye are like whited sepulchres, which; indeed, 
afpear beauti/ul outward, but are within full of dead 
men's bones. And he takes oceaſion to inſtruct 
his followers: Unless, ſays he, your righteousness 
exceed the righteousness of the Scribes and Phavigees, 
you ſhall not enter into the kingdom of heaven; | Now, 
what was the righteouſneſs of the Scribes and 
Fhariſees? It ſeems they appeared more than & 
Jitt!e zealous for the rituals of the Moſaic diſpen- 
ſation, were punctual to the time of prayer, 
ipecious in their addreſs to the Majeſty of heaven; 
and performed all the ſervice of the Jewiſh taber- 
nacle; but, though they poſſeſſed the righteouſ- 
neis of the law, they were ſtrangers to moral 
righteouſneſs. Ye pay tithe of mint, and annive, 
and cummin, ſays he, but what bave you neglected 
to do? Ye have omitted the weightier matters of 
the law, judgment, mercy, and truth : these ought ye 
to have done, and not to leave the other undone : by 
which, he does not reprehend them for their per- 
formance of the rituals of that diſpenſation, 
which were obligatory until the ſacrifice of 
Chrift, yet he ſhews the ſuperiority of moral and 
practical truths, mercy and judgment. These 


— ye to have donc; and, therefore, 1 in point of 
order, 
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otder, when the prophet anſwers the queſtion 
propoſed to him, the firſt is, do zufice; which * 
conceive not only comprehends the obligation 
we owe to one another, but the obligation we 
owe to the Supreme Being. While I am zealous 
to plead for the obligation of juſtice among men, 
and the diſcharge of the duties of ſocial relations, 
I would by no means forget that there is a juſtice 
due to the glorious Father of all we poſſeſs. He 
has made us, not we ourſelves; we are his off- 
spring; he has communicated to us a variety of 
temporal and ſpiritual bleſſings, and we ought; 
in point of gratitude, in point of juſtice, to make 
a proper application of thoſe bleſſings, to render 
to him the duty that ariſes from the relation that 
we ſtand in to him as his children, the offspring 
of the everlaſting Father ; and, therefore, he calls 
upon us, my son, give me thy heart, He would 
not require that of us which is not in point of 
. Juftice our duty to comply with: give me thy 
heart; give me the beſt of thy affections; mani- 
feſt thy love to me by keeping my command- 
ments, as a good ſteward ; for, we are all, all 
ranks and claſſes of beings are, ſtewards of the 
| manifold grace of God; and it is required of 
D d ſteward? 
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Kewards that they be found faithful. The time 
is approaching, when it will be ſaid, give an iec+ 
count f thy fewardſbip; for, thou mayo be ne 
| longer fleward. Let us, therefore, aſk ourſelves 
this queſtion, —what have we received? what 


improved? and what miſapplied? and then aſk, 
what oweſt thou to my Lord? The debt is im- 
menſe. We have received much: our improve- 
ments have been little; but wherewith ſhall we 
come before the Moſt High ? In what way will 
the Father of mercies be propitious to us? Let 
us firſt confeſs our faults ; let us not cover our 
ſins, or ſeek to hide them; for, he that hides his 
fins ſhall not profper : let us acknowledge our 
fins; let us encompaſs his altar in the multitude 
of his mercies ; let us poſſeſs the penitential af- 
fection of the poor publican, while the Phariſee 
could boaſt of his faſting twice in a week, giv- 
ing alms of all he poſſeſſed, and not being as 
other men, even as the poor publican. Not- 
withſtanding theſe pompous words, he was not 
accepted. The poor publican had nothing to 
plead, no merit to recommend him; and, there- 
fore, under the contemplation of the infinite Ma- 


jeſty he was about to approach, he had not 
FS courage 
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courage to lift up his hands towards the habitation 
of his holineſs; but, ſighing, ſaid, Lord, be mer- 
 6iful to me, a finner ! If we poſſeſs theſe peniten- 
tial affections, we ſhall become the objeAs of 
that merey which our Lord and Saviour Jefus 
Chriſt exemplified in his miniſtry, in his charac- 
ter, in his crucifixion, in his reſurrection, and 
_ aſcenſion into glory. It is a faithful ſaying, and 
worthy of all acceptation, that Jeſus Chriſt came 
into the world to ſave ſinners; and we have all 
finned, and fallen ſhort of the glory of God: we 
have done the things we ought not to have done, 
and left undone the things we ought to have 
done. And, ſuch is the marvellous condeſcen- 
ſian of him who inhabits eternity, that he ſent 
forth his Son, not with a meſſage of unrelenting 
vengeance, not to aſſign to fallen ſpirits a habit- 
ation in thoſe realms where the worm ſhall never 
die, and the fire ſhall never be quenched, but 
with the glorious and intereſting meſſage, that 
whoſoever forſakes his ſins ſhall be forgiven of 
his Father who is in heaven, and whoſoever 
frames his life and manners, in conſequence of 
it, with this penetential affection, he ſhall poſſeſs 
that inheritance which is unſpeakably glorious z 

Dd2 his 
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his fins ſhall be cancelled from the book of the 
divine remembrance, and ſhall not ſtand againſt 
him in the judgment of the laſt day. If we con» 
feſs our fins, God js merciful and juſt to forgive 
us our ſins. I diſtinguiſh between the forgive» 

| neſs of ſins and the converſion of our fouls. 
The forgiveneſs of fins is purely owing to the 
# the mediation and interceſſion of Jeſus Chriſt; but 
the work of converſion requires and calls upon 
the object to be a co- worker with the influence 
of grace to purify the ſoul, and turn its feet into 
the juſt man's path, which is as the ſhining 
light, that ſhineth more and more unto the per- 
fet day. Therefore, ſaith our Lord, my Father 
aof bet, and I work: word ye allo. 0 J 
HFle came to bis own, and bis own received bin 
net; but, to as many as received him, to them 
gave he power to become the ſons of God, even 
ta as many as believed on his name. Therefore, 
we experience the remiſſion of ſins through the 
forbearance of God; but the work of ſanRifica- 
tion is not yet completed; the office of the Mo- 
diator is not only to procure for us the remiſſion 
ot ſins paſt, but it is to. correct thoſe vices in 
our very fouls which the goſpel-axe is laid to the 
| | root 
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root af, the corrupt tree in us, the root of ont 
cC.eorrupt affections ; and, till this has effeQually 
done its office, we ſhall not be cleanſed from all 
unrighteouſneſs. God Almighty grant, of bis 
infinite mercy, that we may not be content under 
any ſpecious pretences of religion, but that we 
may ſeek to attain that purity of heart without 
which we cannot enter the habitation of - thoſe, 
glorious regions, where nothing that defales, or 
that worketh abomination, or maketh a lie, can 
enter. It is the pure in heart who ſhall ſee God: 
it is thoſe. that have been reformed from the er- 
rors of their ways, and whoſe affections are raiſ- 
ed from earth to heaven, from natural to ſpirit- 
ual objects; theſe are of the number of the 
Lord's redeemed, who, when the time of their 
conflict ſhall be ended on earth, ſhall ſtand upon 
Mount Sion to celebrate the praiſes of the great 
King forever and ever | I feel my heart enlarged 
with the love of the goſpel, with the benevolent 
ſpirit which uſhered the Saviour into the world : 
Glory to God in the higheſt, on earth peace, and good 
will to men. 
We all ſtand in the relation of brethren to one 
another, We all ſtand in the rclation of children 
to 


6 


to the univerſal Parent. We are his by creation. 
The Lord grant we may be his by adoption: 
that we may be ſealed by him to the day of com- 
plete redemption : that we may be cleanſed from 
all filthineſs of the fleth and ſpirit : that we may 
be influenced by the moſt pure motives to con- 
duct ourſelves by his commandments here, and 
have a well- grounded hope of living with him 
hereafter! I commend. us to the protection of 
our Almighty Father; and, finally, wiſh us to 
retain, in our remembrance, theſe important 
articles, that they may be written, as with the 
Point of a diamond, upon the tablet of our hearts. 
He hath ſkewed thee, O man, what is god Con- 
ſult the ſacred oracles ; thou wilt be inſtructed in 
that which thou art to know, qualified to per- 
form that which thou art to do, be enlarged in 
thy beſt faculties and powers to enter into thoſe 
regions where the inhabitants ſhall not ſay I am 
ſick; for, the people who dwell therein are for- 
given their iniquity. 

I commend you to God, and to the word of 
| his grace, which is able to build us up in the 
moſt holy faith, and to give us an inheritance 
among all them who are ſanctified. He hath 


ſheun 
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ſbeun unto thee, O men, what is good, and what the 
Lord requires of thee; to do juſtice, to love mercy, 
and to walk-humbly with thy God. Add, to your 
faith, virtue; to virtue, knowledge; to know- 
ledge, temperance z to temperance, patience; to 
patience, godlineſs ; to godlineſs, brotherly kind- 
neſs; and, to brotherly-kindneſs, charity: and, 
if theſe things be in you, and abound among 
you, they ſhall make you that you ſhall be nei- 
ther barren, nor unfruitful, in the ſaving know- 
ledge of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt ! 
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DISCOURSE XL. 


is appointed unto men once to die. This is one 
of thoſe propoſitions which no man ĩs ſo weak 
as to deny. But the ſacred penman proceeds 
farther, —and, after death, cometh the judgment. 
This, alſo, is a propoſition which is of courſe 
admitted, in terms, by every one who profeſſes 


to be a Chriſtian, or a difciple of Chriſt; and, 


indeed, this propoſition is of the moſt awful and 


affecting nature. We muſt all ſtand before the 


judgment-feat of Chriſt, and receive a recom- 
pence of reward according as our works have 
been. A Judge, who is infallible, who will not 
deceive, nor can poſſibly be deceived ; he taketh 


cognizance not only of our outward actions, but 
| our 
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he penetrates the very thoughts and intents of all 
our hearts; and ſecing that he will not condemn 
the innocent, nor_acquit the guilty, on this re- 
flection, methinks, it would be well for us, as it 
were, to lay our hands upon our hearts, and aſk 
ourſelves this queſtion, -What manner of crea- 

tures ought we to be? The Author of our being 
is a Godof infinite purity and holineſs ; nothing 
can be united unto him, no being admitted to 
dwell in his preſence (in which there is fulneſs 
of joy) who is in a ſtate of impurity : there, 
nothing that worketh an abomination, or that 
loveth and maketh a lie, can have an entrance: 
for, it is poſitively aſſerted by the higheſt author- 
ity, that, without holineſs, no man ſhall ſee the 
Lord. On the contrary, it is declared, Bleſſed 
are the pure in beart, for they ſhall see God: that 
they ſhall have that union and communion with 
him, on which the happineſs of all ranks and 
claſſes of intelligent beings moſt certainly de- 
pends. But there is another propoſition that it 
will be well for us alſo ſeriouſly to eonſider, 1f any 
man ſay that he hath no fin, or that he has not ſin- 
ned, (as ſome have rendered this paſſage) he de- 
cerveth bimself, and the truth is not in him, We 

E e bave 
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. Bave all, ſays the prophet, as ſheep gone afray.— 
ſtrayed from the paths of the juſt into the wil- 
derneſs of this world. We have all ſinned : we 
have all fallen ſhort of the glory of God. In this 
ſtate, therefore, whatever vain expeRations any 
may entertain, they are not fit ſubjects of the 
kingdom of heaven : they are under the power 
and government of the prince of the powes of 
the air, which ruleth in the hearts of the chil- 
dren of diſobedience. Thoſe, therefore, who are 
in this tate, have no ground of hope of being 
admitted into the kingdom of the juſt; there is 
no communion between light and darkneſs, there 
is no fellowſhip between Chriſt and Belial ; and, 
indeed, our Lord poſitively aſſerts, F ye die in 
your fins, where I go ye ſhall not come ; therefore, 
tho he came (the meſſenger from the Father was 
the Son of God, the eternal Word) with the glad 
tidings of the goſpel to all the inhabitants of the 
earth, yet his coming became effectual only to 
thoſe who received him. I came, ſays he, to my 
own, but my own received me not ; but, to as many 
as received me, gave 1 power to become the Sons of 
God; as much as to ſay, Be ye not deceived, and 


imagine, that, in conſequence of my coming, you 
| 5” an 
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are to be ſaved in your fins, or to have a licence 
from heaven to indulge your appetites. No: the 
purpoſe of my coming is not to ſave you in, but 
to ſave you from, your fins; and it is a ſaying 
that is worthy of all acceptation, that Jetus Cbriſt 
came into the world to save finners. The ſcriptures 
propoſe to us, and in a very explicit and com- 
prehenſive manner, what we muſt be before we 
| can be accepted of his Father, who is in heaven. 
Repent, ſays he, and be converted, that your ſins may 
be forgiven you: fo that it ſeems that we muſt, 
in the firſt inſtance, repent of thoſe ſins which 
we have committed, We muſt really feel thoſe 
penitential affections of ſoul that would prompt 
us, if poſſible, to undo all the evil actions We 
have done; that would humble us moſt effectu- 
ally under a ſenſe of our ingratitude to the Au- 
thor of our being, and that would prompt us, in 
the depth of our humiliation, to ſay, 4 Saviour, 
or 1 die; a Redeemer, or I periſh! We muſt not 
only repent of our fins paſt, but we muſt alſo be 
converted ; net repent of thoſe that are paſt, and 
ſtill purſue a courſe of iniquity, but we muſt 
turn from unrighteouſneſs to righteouſneſs ; our 
affections muſt no longer be ſet upon things that 
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are upon the earth, but upon things that are a+ 
bove; we muſt be no longer earnally, but ſpir- 
itually, minded; for, under the moſt ſpecious 
profeſſion, to be earnally minded, is death; but 
to be ſpiritually minded, is life and peace; and, 
ſuch is the infinite mercy and goodneſs of God, 
through jeſus Chriſt” towards us, that he wills 
not the death of ſinners, that is, to ſee the eter- 
nal miſery or infelicity of a ſinner, but rather 
that all ſhould return, ſhould repent, and live a 
life of righteouſneſs here, and, of courſe, be glo- 
rified with him hereafter, in the kingdom of the 
3 iſt; and the terms which he propoſes, are wor- 
thy of the Supreme Being to give, and would 
become us to accept, with all penitence of foul, 
and gratitude of heart. 1}, ſays he, ye confess 
your fins, God is merciful; be is juſt to forgive us 
our 5ins;—not only to forgive the ſins that are 
paſt, but, by the operation of his grace, to ſanc- 
tify us throughout, to forgive us our fins, and 


to cleanſe us from all unrighteouſneſs ; and, 
of courſe, if we become cleanſed fram all un- 
righteouſneſs, we ſhall be made meet for a habi- 
tation in the kingdom of heaven. Let us there- 
fore be awakened to righteouſneſs; awakened 

| | to 
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to righteouſneſs from the nature of the diſpenſa- 
tion we are under, that leads into every kind of 


purity and holineſs, that ſo we may repent; and 
alſo be converted; converted at heart, and expe- 


rience redemption through his blood, which was 


ſhed for the ſins of all mankind; . 

If we were thus to contemplate the na- 
ture of the goſpel diſpenſation, we, indeed, 
ſhould become circumſpect, we ſhould be ſeri- 
ous, we ſhould be inquiſitive; and this prayer 
would become, as it were, habitual: Create 
in me a clean heart, O God, and renew a right 
Spirit within me; for, as it is the heart that is 


the object of converſion, by the power of an 


endleſs life, ſo it is the ſeat of ſin. It is there 
the prince of darkneſs has uſurped dominion; 
and he, being caſt out, or the old man with his 
deeds put off, the peaceable kingdom of Imm an- 


uel is ſubſtituted; that kingdom which cannot 


be removed. If this became the ſerious engage · 
ment of our hearts, we ſhould not only be in- 
duced to profeſs the Chriſtian faith, but alſo to 
exemplify the love of its Author, of our Father 
who is in heaven, by obſerving thoſe command- 
ments which are of univerſal obligation, and o- 
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Mites roek, which is immuts+ 
ble, againſt which the gates of hell ſhall-never 
prevail, It is not merely holding forth the truths 
of the goſpel that will render us acceptable; 
theſe may bo held farth in theory, and yet held 
in unrighteouſneſs, and will never avail us in the 
ſolemn ſcaſon of the great day. Let us there- 
fore advert to the cloſe. of that moſt excellent 
| ſermon. preached upon the mount. After many 
practical doctrines concerning the kingdom of 
Lord toak occaſion to diſtinguiſh between the 
mere hearer of the word, the formal profeſſor, 
and one that was a true diſciple, ' / any men 
bear my words, and da them nat, I will lilen him un- 
ta a fooliſh man, who built bis houge upon the sand ; 
and the rains descended, aud the floods came, and the 
winds blew ; and the boute fell, and great was the 
fall thereof. So will it be with the hope of the 
hypocrite, for it ſhall periſh. The hope of the 
hypocrite may buoy him up in the ſeaſon of prof- 
 perity; but in the ſeaſon of adverbity, it will fail | 
him. When the rains ſhall deſcend, and the 
winds of adverſity blow, he will not be able to 
ſtand ho ſhock. When he paſſeth through the 

bran 


| d 
valley of de neos ef dedth, this hope will be 
like the lamps of the fobliſmi virgims. / u mon 
leur thezse 1dyitgs , mine, and doeth tben. am 
(from which I infer they are ptaeticable, and 
might be done, the comrary poſition implying 
the moſt daring reflection on the attributes of 
the divine being t—Does he command us to make 
brick without ſtraw? command us to do that 
which we have no power to perform? Fur be it 
from the Father of mankind:) 7 ary man brur 
theie sayings of mine, aud toerd them, I will When 
him unto a wie man who built bis boute ' upon u 
rock ; arid, when the rains derrended, and the floods 
came, and the winds blew, it fell not, because (not 
of any intrinſic merit of his own, but becauſe) 
it 4was founded upon à rock, the revelation of Jeſus 
Chriſt, the foundation of the apoſtles and pro- 
phets, Jeſus Chriſt himſelf being the chief corner 
ſtone, diſallowed indeed of men, who would 
wiſh to build a ſpecious edifice on an unſtable 
foundation, who follow lying vanities in oppoſi- 
tion to every thing ſuited to an immortal ſpirit. 

Let us, my friends, 6n this occaſion (a folemn 
occaſion it is to me; we have before us the re- 
mains of a friend, taken off in the midſt of her 
days, 
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days, taken from the ſociety of thaubirionacbut 
nothing has happened ber that is uncams 
mon: in the midſt, of, life we are all in deatha 
we have no dependence on to-morrow)—let us, 
Iſay, improve the preſent opportunity. Some, 
indeed, fall off as fruit which drops when it is 
come to full age; but others are, as it were, cut 
off with a noxious blaſt by the hand of him whoſe 
ways are all in wiſdom, It is ours, therefore, to 
ſubmit, ; and, ſeeing death is not aſſigned to any 
habitations of the rich, as well as the cottages of 
the poor; it ſeparates the father from his chil- 
dren, the huſband from his wife, the neareſt and 
deareſt connections in life; let us, ſeeing we 
have no continuing city here, ſeek one above, 
whoſe foundations are laid in Zion, and are im- 
mutable as the throne of GO Gt. 
I feel my heart enlarged, I truſt, 1 in the goſpel 
of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, whoſe. love conſtrins 
me to addreſs you, my fellow-pilgrims, in this 
way. Let not the ſtrong man glory in hit 
ſtrength, the rich man in his riches, nor the 
wiſe man in his wiſdom ; but if any man glories, 
let him glory in this, that his Redeemer, ſtands 
| „ 
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ey and truth. Let. hiſ gfary in m (et f 1 thy. 
Lerch bs exetrige lowing: kingnes', judgment and 
rightaquanens in the earth * let us he ſqhcitous that 
we may be accepted of the Father of thecbuman 
race, when ws ſhall have dope with thee trank- 
tary thing. , Every; thing ground us will ſerys 
to inſtrug go-attentiye mind: It is an awful 
truth, Man that is born of a woman, is of few days, 
tn full of trouble. ; be cometh wp like a flawer, and 
ji at m: like a/padew be flecth, and cantinuetp 
not. With reſpec to many within the audience 
of my voice, the houlęs you poſſeſs were nat long 


fince poſſeſſed by your anceſtors ; they are genes 
your children will ſoon -have the ſame to hy of 


you. 

Let us therefore improve thepreſent 3 
nity, according to that meaſure of grace, which 
we have received, that we may be ſanQified in 
body, ſoul and ſpirit ; that we may have nothing 
to fear from that ſtroke which we cannot poſſibly 
ſhun ; then, to us, to live will be Chriſt, and to 
die will be gain. Let us ſo conduct ourſelves in 
this world, that when the end of the world ſhall 
come upon us, (for with reſpeR to individuals, 


their diſfolution is the end of the world with 
F f them} 
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vour to lay up a good foundation againſt the 
time to come; and then, when it (hall pleaſe 
great Diſpoſer of all things" to ſend che melage, 
whether in the early part of life, or in more ad- 
vanced age, there will be hope in the death of 


the ae Their 92h is full of immortal- 


hp Kottes 


62 en theſe Aude. to you, and 1 
commend you to God, and to the word of his 


grace, which is able to build you up, and give 


you an inheritance among all them wh 


JN teu Mügsii ntis 
#37 2980 
neren em de 


26 , 
Viet rubs Toba oye 02 bin uw old 


_ | 41 134 hoog ei 181 
F » 3 91 ; 1 . . 2 * 1 FY . | þ 4 * 4 
. of ** 4 4 


{ 7 4 „ , + © 4 | $ 4 £* $<3> TO » rt 


wy i e {Arr 332 Wn oem 
Eh + oo „5 91139294 big 1913 


(4&7 ) 
oled amd + OAT td von Nm NH 


5! rtr ee Hod gu In 05 10 


Ache r _—_ N v R aol 


lr. . 
pan 18 A. +7 % $4.31 4 #8213 


-Bn ft Wi 20 Ai rife ws 7 
10 h 1587 277 44G H THE realy; veg n 
Servant to of ef And nod {oh gn mnt oh cty 
CoNCLUSION or THz: MEETING: 
3 iba ,yor 63 aro t ut ot, ame fin 08's 
atv now — ; | 8 
a bn (ar 2 C παο,ẽjnli vu $10 440618 
QT. gracious God Ape het 
at this ſeaſon, we humbly beſeech thee; 
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with a ſuitable ſolemnity to approach thy awful 


preſence ; that, inſpired by the ſpirit of grace, 
we may make- an offering that ſhall be accepta- 


ble with thee, We have, indeed, abundant cauſe | 


to acknowledge that we have not the leaſt degree 
of merit to plead, Whatever any of us poſſeſa, 


that is good, is of thee, from thee, and through 


the operation of thy grace. Be pleaſed yet 


more and more to impreſs us ina manner fimi- 


lar to the poor publican ; that, under a ſenſe of 


our own unworthineſs, we may call upon thy 


great and excellent name, with Lord, be merciful 
1 . 


E 


, aher That, through effe8tual hum 


i Pester to cancel our e —_ 
book of thy remembrance 


; unrigh feouſnths, and'our ale ro 


more: that, by the ſanctifying in fluences of thy 
Spirit, our hearts ay be alſo converted unto 


thee, that we may be cleanſed from all untighte 


outhay, and enabled by thy Rriat#th Neeh dur 
courſe in future, in the juſt man 's path, which, 
as the bright and ſiimg light; ſhineth more and 
more unto the perfect day: that we may paſs the 
time of dur ſdhourning Bere I gas, 1 
conclutte dur ſhort phgrimuge Im hy 

having a well grounded hope thht we. ſhaltbe 


aſſembly vf the juſt; the Churel of tie rſt born, 
who are already triumphunt In glory. Ol let us 
more and more feel the prevalehce: of rhe love of 
thy Son, ahd -that'it may be (hed abtoad mord 
and morb in our hearts, und virtulâte more and 
mort among dne another; that we wy pur be- 


way all malire and ruth and love orie anorer 


with a love unfeiꝑned in Cliriſt: and O mereĩ- 
ful Father endue us more and more with that 
"_ of thary * no evil, that is not 


accepted of theeg and ddmitted Mitt the general 
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lead them: that the ki loms of the earth may 
decome the kingdoms-of the Lord, and of thy 
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and we are inſtructed, in this inſtance, FR. 
power of prejudice to ſtop the ears, | and blind 
the eyes, of a wiſe man. The moſt worthy anc 
moſt exalted characters have, more or leſs, man, 
ifeſted in their condud the power of prejudice— 
the prejudice of education; and, indeed, the, 
wrong impreſſions, which mankind receive iN 
their minority, generally are laſtin vor with we | 
ficulty eraſed. They ſeem to be like Hare] 


ease N 


hie 


my 


e ef s tree. — baden 
„ manlünd havg received gt ancarly imo pf 
are ſuch; chat they have not been capable of 

— one objet from another. 

They, as it were; grow with their growth, and 

are irciigeetiod with rheir ſtrength, 1 copexive 

theſs ae thoſe ſecrvit faults which the Plalmit ins 
tended” when lid ſaid, Wbo can undunland bis er- 

Hitt Cliance'thoy me from zecree fault. It ſeems 

that an extraordinary diſpenſation of divine pro- 

vidatice effeRually removed. this prejudice from 
the mind of the holy apoſtle. He was favoured 

with a viſſon,- in which he ſaw, as it were, 3 

ſheet let down from heaven, containing various 

ſpecies of animals; and he. was commanded. to 
afife, to ſlay, and to eat; but he endeavoured to 
| ſe himſelf by ſaying, that he had not eaten. 
ay thing that is common or unclean; | upon 
which he was taught not to call that common or 
unclean which God had cleanſed. The man to 
whom he was ſent was a man of a ſincere heart; 
his heart was right towards God; to him the 
glad ti tidings of the goſpel were publiſhed, though 
he As a heathen, The mercy of God, through 
ow 
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( 1 
part, whether few; or more, are ordained te ever- 
laſting life; not in conſideratian of any mytit. 
which. they poſleſs/{for, it is acknowledged that 
the-oleft poſleſs no moto merit than the'repro- 
hate; that the righteouſneſs with which they are 
clothed. is the righteouſneſs of Chriſt ; that they 
ate ſayed by. virtue of the propitiatory ſacriſiee 
of the Son of God; that, by nature they are 
black, they ate vile, as the reprobate but ht 
they are comely with grace; as they ſtand related 
to Chriſt Jeſus, who is the head of his Church) 
not jn conſideration therefore of any thing they 
can merit, but of God's ſovereign pleaſure. But 
I'would wiſh every one preſent ſeriouſly to don. 
fider whether, a greater reflection could be caſt 
upon the divine attributes, unleſs it werd te Tay 
that he created all mankind to be eternallyj miſ- 
erable. - That God, the Father of the ſpirits'of all 
ficſh, to whom we aro indebted fot our exiſtence, 
and: who of his pleaſure did create us, ſh ud do 
it with a view of making us, or any part of his 
creatures, everlaſtingly miſerable, i is ſuch an idea 
that I confeſs ſhocks me. I fay it -ſhocks'me. 
Shall not the Judge of all the earth do rg He 
is not only a God of juſtice, but he is 4/God bf 
* ; but how can this be reconciled wit 


* 5 goodnels, 
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goodneſs, that a being ſhould. purpoſely. bring. 


others into being in order to make them 'miſera- . 
ble? It is repugnant to every idea that I can 
form of the Deity. It is a diſpoſition, indeed, 
that appears to me to beſpeak the nature of a ty- 
rant, the nature of that being who is ſaid to go 
about like a roaring lion, ſeeking whom he may 
devour ; but this, as well as other erroneous doc- 
trines, is ſaid to be foundei upon the Scriptures. 
Thus the Scriptures are made to contradict them - 
ſelves, the literal ſenſe is adopted where that ſenſe 
coincides: with the preconctived opinion; but, 
where the literal ſenſe accords not with that o- 
pinion, it is tortured a thouſand ways to expreſs 
what the Holy Ghoſt never intended, —whatever 
the parties wiſh it to ſpeak.” Thus paſſages, ob- 
viouſly figurative, have been conſidered as literal ; 
and others, appearing plain, eren to common 
ſenſe, to experience, to our common feelings, and 
to the nature of things, ſuch have been rendered 
myſterious by various comments, in which truth 
has been obſcured by the multitude of words 
without knowledge. But, I conceive, if we con- 
fider the holy Scriptures, from the firſt chapter 
of Geneſis to the laſt in Revelations; ; if-we are 
__ of laying aſide our prejudices ; we ſhall 
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ke that they do allet ihe uit y of God, bis ſelf- 
fufficiency,. his omnipotenco, his: omniſcienot. 
The univerſality of his love to his croaturas is the 
ſoope and tendency. of the ſacred. pages; and cha? 
the motive, of all the diſpen ſstions of his. provi 
dence to mankind. His views (if I may uſe that 
expreſſion of the Ancient of days) terminated 
not upon himſelf, who is 4ncapable of an accei - 
ſion of happineſs, neither upon the miſery of his 
creatures, to which he could have no motive, hut 
they terminated in the ereature Who is capable 
of immortality and eternal life, The gupreme 
Being I conceive. to be the only perfectly diſin- 
tereſted being in the univerſe; perhaps a parent 
for inſtance (if the compariſon may at all be al- 
lowed) a wiſe, an affectionate patent, may bear 
ſome humble reſemblance, of the univerſal Fa- 
ther. He is often fet forth te us under 
: the endearing Character of eur: Father: 
65. 4 Father. pitieth . his cbilaren: c w::the Lond 
pitiet hᷣ them that fear lim. He knows! ur, frame, 
he remembers that we are but duſt ; but tht pa / 
rent who poſſoſſes the molt delicate parental fei- 
ings, diſcovers the utmoſt ſolieitude for the 
happineſs of his. offspring, and will find hig-hap- 
pineſs intimately conneçted therewith,,':11Guch 
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is the nature dt that afeRiony\Rrengthenediby 


ue eee e 
be ſaid to be conneſted by ſo mat y ſihres ef the 
heart : bit bappineſs is bound up in bis- 
ſpring : he muſt rejoicd when they rejoice, ani 
ſuffer when they are afflicted. In alleviating 


their afflictiont, he alloviates his on: in pro- 


moting the happineſs: of his children, he: pro- 
motes his on felitity; but, reſpe ting tho di- 
vine Being, the analogy will not ſtrict ly hold. 
Thy righteouoness, as the tent faith, may preſit tbe 
gan of nan, und thy wickedness may burt a than as 
thou art. The obſerrauce of the laws of virtue, 
of nighteouſneſs and truth, would promote tlie 
eſſential intereſts of ſociety. It would produce 
that harmony throughout all the claſſes of ſocial 
life, in which the greateſt degree of happineſs is 
to be experienced. Vice, on the contrary, is not 
only prejudicial to the mtereſts of the individual, 
but its evil influence extends, far and wide, with- 


in the circumference of ſociety. Therefore; our 


righteouſneſs may profit men as we are, our 
wickedneſs may hurt the children of men, but 
our Tghteouſneſs cannot profit! him Who is 
perfect, abſolutely perfect, abſolutely good, 


ſell· lufficient, the ſame yeſterday, to day, 
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and forever. ivith whom, there is no varla, 
bleneſs; neither ſhadow of turning. It is 
not the. united fupplicdtions: of all the ſouls 
within the limits of his vaſtly; extended empire 
that can aud to his eſlential glory, that can 
add to his felicity ; neither is it cho neglect of 
the. worſhip of all ranks and.orders:of intelligent 
creatures that can diniiniſh..his gloty, that can 
decreaſe his felicity; therefdre, his motive, in 
creating and communicating good to his crea- 
tures, muſt be a motive perfectly diſintexeſted: 
it is love without the leaſt ſpecies of alloy. 
God's love was the adorable motive of his mak · 
ing beings. capable of contemplating his, attri- 
butes, and of that felicity which is derived from 
him: this was the glorious motive (if I may be 
indulged to ſpeak of the divine Being by attri- 
buting to him motives), that induced him to cre» 
ate the various orders and claſſes of intelligent 
beings, in this and every other ſphere, from the 
feraph above, that attends upon the ſacred throne, 
to the loweſt link in the ſcale of rational, intelh- 
gent creatures. And, in thus contemplating the 
Deity, I find the beſt affections of my Heart ex» 
cited towards him, my parent, in a ſenſe infinite · 
ly ſaperior to that natural relation which ſubſiſts 
among 
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among the human ſperies and creatures: and, 
under this character, are we inſtructed to up- 
prodch the Supteme Being, Our Father, wbict 
art in biaven;* ballowed br thy name: in which 
there is ſomething that ſtrikes me with petuliar 
force, that individuals, when they approach the 
facreil altar of the Lord Almighty; and prefer 
their petitions to him who ſees lu ſertet, are not 


to confider themſelves as detached from ſociety; 


ihey are not to implate the bleſſing for them - 
ſelves alone. It is not my Father, but our Father, 
which art in heaven, hallowed be:thy name; by 
which we are inſtru Qed, that God is no teſpecter 
of perſons, that we all ſtand in the ſame relation 
to him, who is the God and Father of the fpirits 
of all fleſh. Remember that the Sctipture de- 


clares, that he is good to all. Can he be good 
to them, whom, by an eternal, irrevocable decree, 


| he has conſigned to everlaſting miſery ? But God 
is good to all; therefore he has not predeſtinat- 
ed to everlaſting miſery the creature he has form- 
ed, which would be, in the moſt obvious ſenſe 
of the words, to be a reſpecter of perſons, and 
mult ariſe from a motive of partiality. We are 


inſtructed to reſpect no man's perſon; but this 
doArine 
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— that che divine Heing reſpeftz 
— hichſelf. e K vous” RE 
Various att theſe paſſages of Scriptute which 
might be edueed, that bear a plain and obvious 
meaning, im oppoſition to this doctrine. And) 
though there may be ſome figurative paflages ol 
à doubtful tendenoy, in which the apoſtleiaffitmes' 
achorrowyed ſtylo in his/wayrel argaing with tho 
Jews, yet i can never agree to erplum plain paſs 
ſages bycbold figures We are abundantly in- 
ſtructed that hi willetl not the death of à firmer; 
hut rather that le ſnould be turned, und ve: 
that Re ſtœuld vepent, and be faved! wii an ber- 
laſting ſalvation.” We ate alſo inſtructedʒ that, 
to them / ο ſeek for gloty, honour, aud immor- 
tahty, God will render eternal life; but; unto 
" them who obey not the truth, but obey unrigli- 
teouſneſs, tribulation and anguiſb, indignation and 
wrath, apon every s9wl of man the! doetb cuil, of tha 
Few firſt, and alio of the Gentile ;, for, there 1 18. no 
reſpect of perſons with Gd. 1 
Let vs, therefore, imprefled with what 1 
conceive are worthy notions of the Supreme Be- 
ing, walk worthy of the vocation wherewith we 
have been called. The power of the goſpel of 


! is gone forth from ſea to ſea, from the 
rivers 
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rivers to the ends of che eurth. The call of inc 
finite mercy and goodneſt is extentled to people 
_ of all names and all nations, to brimg them into 
a ſtate of moral rectitude, to qualify them for the 
ſociety of the wiſe and worthy pon earth, and 
for the everlaſting- communion of the ſpirits of 
the juſt made perfect in heaven : for this end is 
the goſpel preached to every creature under heav< 
en. I wich that it may be remembered with the 
ſolemnity with which it ought to be remember 
ed, that it is not any ſyſtem of faith, it is not 
any profeſſion. of the purity of the goſpel of Jeſus 
Chrift our Lord, it is not the acknowledgement 
of his miſſion; it is not a ſpeaking moſt honour< 
ably of his adorable character, of his miniſtry, 
of his crucifixion, of his reſurrection, arid aſcen« 
ſion into glory, nor of the propitiatory facrifice 
which he made for the whole world, that can 
render us acceptable to the Father of ſpirits: the 
ground of our acceptance with God is upon the 
ſame univesſal principle of righteouſneſs delivered 
by God in his remonſtrance with Cain: Why art 
tbou wroth, and why is thy countenante fallen? I 
thou deeſt well, ſhalt thou not be accepted? and, if 
thou doeſt not well, fin lieth at the door. He was 
overcome by the power of, perhaps, one of the 

H h baſeſt 
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relation, as ſome have conſidered it, to the Meſ- 
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baſeſt paſſions the humam heart. is capable, of, 
He was excited to deſtroy-, his brother, becauſe 
he found that his offering was accepted, that he 
had tokens of the divine approbation. Ile was 


excited to ſlay him. The paſſion of cayy,cxcit; 


With this Cain, this murderer, the Author of 
the univerſe deigus to expoſtulate in a very fa- 
miliar manner: by ist by countenapce fallen? I 
thou doeft x0ell; ſhalt not,thou be accepted & but, if 
thou doeft not gvell, fin lieth at the, door: ſo that, 
though, with reſpect to external profeſſion, and 
the external mode of offering their ſacrifices, 
they might be alike, yet, as the Rate of the heart 
of one was wieked, and productive of wicked ac- 
tions, he was not accepted with his, gift at the 
ſacred altar; whereas, righteous Abel, who not 
only. lifted up his hands to the habitation, of 
God's holineſs, and conformed to the , outward 
ſacrifice, but was juſtly impreſſed with, a ſenſe of 
his duty, became the object of the divine compla- 
cency : becauſe thou baſt loved righteouness, and 
bated iniquity, therefore God, even thy Gad, bath 
anointed thee with the oil of gladneſs above thy jel- 
lows. Though this, perhaps, may havo a peculiar 


ſiah, 
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Gah; yet it ſeems alſo to have a relation to a diſ- 
crimination among creatures,— became" bon haſt 
loved rigbreousnest; therefore; —it is not in con- 
ſequence of a' ſpecions profeſſion, not becauſe of 
an irrevocable decree—but, becatis? thou haſt loved 
righteoustess; and bated. iniquity, therefore God, even 
thy God; bath annointedthe with the oil of gladness 
above thy-Fellows. Oh ! that there may be a pro- 
per emulation in us to excel in doing well. 
Ceaſe, therefore, to do evil, learn to do well. 
As deing evil was the means of bringing down 
judgments upon the people of the Jews, ſo they 
were inftrufted how to avert the divine wrath, 
and rendet themſelves acceptable to the Father of 
the univerſe: not by an attendanee to the rituals 
of that diſpenſution,.— Bring nomprore vdin obla- 
tions: Ancente is an abomination 1 me, ſaith the 
Lord: your new moons and your appointed feaſts my 
ral hateth ; but they were inſtructed what to do: 
| Waſh ye, make you clean; put away the evil of your 
doings from before mine eyes; cease to do evil ; learn + 
70 do well; Seek judgment; relieve the opprested, 
Judge the fatherless, plead for the widow. Here is 
a catalogue of excellent moral duties, here is an 
explanation of what it is to do well. He hath 
ſbewed thee, O man, what is good; and what doth the 
H h 2 Lerd 
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ey, and to uali humbiy mit thy God Nam, ayy 
he, come, and les us rratm dog etben : theugh 'your 

fins be as ſcarlet, they Mall beat white: as mom: 
 #bough they be red like arimian, they ſhall be es wos. 

Ie be willing and obedient, ye ali cut the good of 
the land. Let us therefore conform ourſelves to 
the terms by which: we are to be aceepted. Of: a 
truth 1 perceivs that; God ir mo neipatiter of pencons ; 
but, in every nation, be that fearath-him- and worketh 
righteousness is accepted of, bia. Let us therefore 
cheriſh, in our breaſts, in the froſt inſtance, the 
emotions of filial fear, which.is diſtinguiſhed from 
that Naviſh paſſion of which man is the object. 
Such a fear is evidently to be diſtinguiſhed from 
that affect ion we have to the Ancient of days. I 
compare that to the fear which an affectionate 
child has of its parent, which ſprings from love: 
which, indeed, is the beſt and moſt worthy mo- 
tive of our duties: we, therefore, fear not the 
- Almighty Being, merely becauſe he is armed with 
an untraulable power, and able to conſign us to 
gternal woe, who rides upon a cherub, and the 
clouds are the duſt of his feet, and doeth what- 
ſoever he plealeth: e fear him not only becauſe 


of the attributes of power, but of goodneſs, the 
| adorable 


\( 85 )) 


adorable attributes of goddneſs; merey and truth. 
He has dealt with us not in a way of rigid juſ- 
tice, but according to the compaſſion of a father. 
ſelf among his creatures: for, he ſo loved the 
world; that he ſent his only begotten Son into 
the world, that whomſoever believeth in him, 
might not. periſh, but have everlaſting liſe; 
therefore, let him be the object of our fear and 
this fear, many excellent things are ſpoken as to 
its effects, by way of prevention. It is a foun+ 
tain of life, to preſerve from the ſnare of death: 
the fear of the Lord keepeth the heart clean; 
therefore, bleed 1s the man that. fearcth always. 
And indeed, it is the firſt part of the everlaſting 
goſpel that was preached by an angel flying in 
the midſt of heaven, having the; everlaſting 'goſ- 
pel to-preach unto them that dwell on the earth, 
and to every nation, and kindred, and tongue, 
and people, ſaying, with a loud voice, Fear God, 
and give glory to bim; for, the bour of his judgment 
is come; and worſhip him that made beaven' and 
earth and the ſea, and the fountains of waters: 
Jear ye him! This principle of filial fear will 
incline our ears to an attention to his law, and 
we ſhall be mgditators therein day and night; 


and 
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4 ſhall not only be hearers of ihe word, but 
doers of it. Under the influence of this fear 
we ſhall work the work of rightevutneſs, the 
fruit of which is peace and aflurance forever. 

If we obſerve this rule of right, if we conform 
ourſelves to him, we ſhall be united to the Au- 
thor of our being in an union that is indiflolus 
ble and firm as the everlaſting hills. Keep my com- 
mandmants (ſays Chriſt to his diſciples) and abide 
in my love, even as Tihave kept my Father's command: 
ments, azd-abide in bistove;r Bleſſed is the man 
that keeps the commandments of God: he ſhall 
have acceſs to the tree of life, and enter through 
the gates into the city, become a citizen with the 
ſaints, and of the houſehold of God. God grant, 
of his infinite mercy and goodneſs, that; when 
the days of our pilgrimage ſhall be ended, we 
may have an admiſſion into the aſſembly of j uſt 
and pure ſpirits, to contemplate the attributes of 
the 7 AM: that we may ſing. the ſong of Moſes, 
the ſervant of God, and the ſong of the Jamb, 
ſaying, Great and marvellous are thy wor ks, Lord 
God Almighty: juſt gud true are thy ways, thou 
King of Saints! f W GI £142 
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OST gracious God, and Father of all, we 

| beſeech thee, manifeſt thy preſence, that, 
impreſled with the emotions of. filial fear, we 
may approach thy holy altar with, becoming 
reverence, pour forth our ſouls. unto thee, and 
offer thee a ſacrifice of thankſgiving and praile : 
that the contemplation of thy name may impreſs 
our hearts with peculiar ſolemnity. Thou, who 
ſtandeſt in the adorable relation to us of a father, 
thy goodneſs hath been extended to us from ſea- 
ſon to ſeaſon, from the firſt moment of our exiſt- 
ence to the preſent moment. It is of thy boun- 
ty that we are ſupplied with all thoſe bleſſings 
which we have received. Inſpire us, we beſeech 


thee, 
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thee, with the higheſt ſenſe of thy merciful good 
neſs, that, O moſt gracious Father, though hea- 


ven be thy throne, and the earth be thy foot- E 
ſtool, continue, we beſeech thee, to lock down 


upon us with favour, and regard the low eftate 
of thy creatures. Sound an awakening alarm 
in the ears of the ignorant, thoſe who are reclin- 
ed upon the beds of eaſe, who live in forgetful- 
neſs of thee, and of the obligations they are un- 
der to thee. O Grant that theſe may awake to 
righteouſneſs, that they ſin not; that, under an 
awful ſenſe of thy goodneſs, we may approach thy 
altar at this ſeaſon, and offer to thee, thankſgiving 
and praiſe, aſcribing to thee glory, might, ma- 
jeſty and dominion, and every other excellent 
attribute and perfection, of which thou art wor- 
thy, not only now, but alſo henceforth and for- 
erermore. Amen, I NO 61 


THE END. 


